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1l. EVALUATION OF INDIVIDUAL CRITERIA

Assignment challenging

Evaluation of thesis difficulty of assignment. B

The thesis scope was the improvement of the thermal control of the 12T5 propuIS|on system, by m|n|m|zmg the thermal
losses. The propulsion system is a cold gas thruster operating with iodine, which uses passive thermal control. It became
the first iodine thruster that has flown to space, and therefore the experimental results in orbit for this kind of systems are
very scarce. During this first flight, the heat losses in the thruster caused minor problems during the operation, which
needed therefore a correction for the future. The objective of the thesis was to find alternative configurations that could
minimize these heat losses and improve the thermal behavior of the thruster.

Satisfaction of assignment fulfilled

Assess that handed thesis meets assignment. Present points of assignment that fell short or were extended. Try to assess
importance, impact or cause of each shortcoming. o

Despite the fact that the COVID crisis was very chaIIenglng for Mr. Perelra, since the beglnnlng of the quarantlne was
coincident with the start of his thesis work, he was able to fulfill the requirements of the problem given, and offer some
solutions that can be directly implemented. In addition to this, he worked in parallel with other additional tasks, such as
the validation of an in orbit thermal propagator developed at the company, or the thermal modelling of the other
propulsion system developed, the NPT30. The main outcome of the thesis is the proposal of some configurations that can
limit the impact of thermal losses in the thruster. The thesis could be extended in terms of additional geometries to be
studied, or a complete redesign of the thruster’s thermal management system, but the student proposed already several
solutions to be considered.

Activity and independence when creating final thesis B - very good.

Assess that student had positive approach, time limits were met, conception was regularly consulted and was well
_prepared for consultations. Assess student’s ability to work independently. S e -
The student was able to meet deadlines, integrated well in the group as well as was able to interact correctly with the rest
of the members of the team. When it was required, the student was able to present the results obtained, and tried to
predict the changes that would be produced with a different configuration. The student’s work was in general

independent, and when he had difficulties, the discussions were productive for him to advance in his work.

Technical level 8 - very good.

Assess level of thesis specialty, use of knowledge gained by study and by expert literature, use of sources and data gained
_by experience. i e S
The student was able to explore the literature to acquire a more into detail knowledge of the subJect ‘of thermal control
and in the end of his internship he was able to use this knowledge acquired to build the theoretical part of his thesis. As
well, he had in the start of his thesis period a basic knowledge of thermal control, and a good knowledge of other subjects,
which allowed him to be able to advance faster in the understanding of the topic. As an example of a technical challenge
that the student addressed is the use of thermal network models for the prediction of the heat transfer in spacecraft

thermal control.
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Formal and language level, scope of thesis ) A - excellent.

Assess correctness of usage of formal notation. Assess typographical and language arrangement of thesis.

The thesis was written in a formal language, maintaining a correct orthography and with an appropriate scientific notation
from the beginning. After a few initial minor comments the student was able to deliver a version of the thesis that
integrated these. The thesis was well structured, maintaining an initial introduction and a theoretical support for the rest
of the analysis, and developing from them the numerical simulations and the small experimental campaign performed,
which gave support for the conclusions and improvements proposed.

Selection of sources, citation correctness B - very good.

Present your opinion to student’s activity when obtaining and using study materials for thesis creation. Characterize
selection of sources. Assess that student used all relevant sources. Verify that all used elements are correctly distinguished
from own results and thoughts. Assess that citation ethics has not been breached and that all bibliographic citations are
complete and in accordance with citation convention and standards.

The student used mainly two type of resources; internal publications, and external articles and scientific publications
related to heat transfer. The last ones served mainly for him to build the theoretical knowledge to face the problem,
whereas the first are mainly related to the specific thermal control problem of the 125 and of the thrusters in general.
Under my opinion, the student referred to biography when needed, and this does not seem to interfere at all with his own
rational thinking and developed conclusions.

Additional commentary and evaluation

Present your opinion to achieved primary goals of thesis, e.g. level of theoretical results, level and functionality of technical
or software conception, publication performance, experimental dexterity etc.

The student presented as expected a list of configurations and predicted the impact that they would have in the thermal
behavior of the 12T5 thruster. The results obtained were already integrated to evaluate their impact, and the student
started an experimental campaign to do so. The student used for doing so both analytical calculations and a dedicated
FEM software, acquiring the necessary knowledge to perform the calculations. The student showed maturity and a good
approach during his internship not only in the technical side, but also in the use of his soft skills, such as the interaction
with the rest of the group.

ill. OVERALL EVALUATION, QUESTIONS FOR DEFENSE, CLASSIFICATION SUGGESTION
Summarize thesis aspects that swayed your final evaluation.

| evaluate handed thesis with classification grade B - very good.
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