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ABSTRACT1



THE PUBLIC SPACE 
FIRST LIFE, THEN SPACES, THEN BUILDINGS. THE OTHER WAY ROUND NEVER WORKS. - JAN  GEHL

10

THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATION IS THE 

AUTHOR’S IMAGINATION OF AN 

ACTIVE PUBLIC SPACE.
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Public space is heart and soul of a city, the 

essence of a habitat. If not designed with utmost 

sensitivity, it can kill the life of a neighborhood, 

something what is happening with the 

unfortunate Hloubetin Square. The subsequent 

proposal is a modest approach to intervening 

and desigining  the same.



brief history

Vetiskovo square was found in 1972. It was the node that linked 

the North and the South. In 1990, it was declared that the public 

space neither functions nor designed as a square and hence the 

name was revoked. Since then it is just unofficially called as 

Hloubetin Square.

connectivity

The site sits next to Podebradska street and is well connected 

with rest of the city by trams 16, 25, 92 and buses 94, 110, 141, 259. 

Besides, it sits right next to the Metro Line B.

context

The history of Hloubetin village goes back as far as the 

13th century, it was annexed to Prague main city only in 1922. 

Around 12,000 people live in a rogh area of 5.5 sqkm . The area 

is well connected by trams since 1970s and Line B since 1990.

The surrounding mostly consists of 4-12 housing estates, 

from the 1960s, very simplistic and functional blocks, built 

predominantly for small to large families.

TO CERNY MOST

primary issues

existing scenario

secondary issues
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public space

safety

connectivity

f&B

special needs

variety

diversity

amenities

walking trail
cycling route
parking
pedestrian movement
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TO ZLICIN

Hloubetin square is located in Hlobetin, Prague 9, right at 
the exit of Metro station, of the same name on line B. There 
are two main divisions, the North and the South. While 
North somehow works, has a decent linkage with metro 
and promotes a few activities, the South is nowhere 
close. It is primarily used by the residents, who cross the 
underpass, solely to reach their houses.
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SITE AREA 16274

AREA EXCLUDING HOUSING 4350

AREA UNDER BUILD INTERVENTION 11924

GROUND COVER (%) 60 7154

Max NO OF FLOORS 12

FAR 1.18 14070
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Elementray Schhol 1345

Library 135

Retail 3117.5

Service Provision 1069.5

F&B 420

Lobby and Circulation 637.5

6724.56724.56724.56724.5

EXISTING EXISTING EXISTING EXISTING 

PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM

TotalTotalTotalTotal

shadow analysis

development control

EXISTING FUNCTIONS

DETAILS OF FUNCTIONS
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Left WingLeft WingLeft WingLeft Wing AreaAreaAreaArea

Penny Market 732

Lobby and Circulation 150

Ceska Posta 168.75

KB Bank ATM 33.75

Second Hand Store 67.5

Teta 67.5

Laundry 67.5

Ceska Sporitelna 135

Textile Store 67.5

Mini Store 67.5

Bakery 67.5

Pharmacy 67.5

Lobby and Circulation 135

Mini Store 253

All In One Store 253

Pepco 732

Lobby and Circulation 150

Kitchen Shop 67.5

Food Shop 67.5

Stationary 67.5

Uniqa 67.5

Pet Shop 67.5

Cosmetic Shop 67.5

Ceska Pojistovna 67.5

Optics 135

Clocks, Jwellery 67.5

Studio Anika 67.5

Bulgarian Shop 67.5

Nail Studio 67.5

Library 135

Laundromat 135

Lobby and Circulation 67.5

Dental Centre 366

Real Estate 366

Lobby and Circulation 150

Elementary School 1345

Lobby and Circulation 67.5

Second FloorSecond FloorSecond FloorSecond Floor

Ground FloorGround FloorGround FloorGround Floor

First FloorFirst FloorFirst FloorFirst Floor

PROPOSAL2
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17

hloubetin and the 
futUre

16

the aim of the project is to intervene the traffic island of hloubetin square, treat it as the main 
node of the residents, who now depend on cerny most for most of their needs.. a new square 
complex is proposed to enhance activity, visibility, connectivity and liveability for the residents 
of Sídliště Hloubětín by,. 

the design process is carried out by idenitifying issues of the site itself and the surrounding, 
propose an interactive ground level public space and further developing the upper floors to 
suffice existing as well as supportive functions for the subsequent ground level.



existing walking trail (as/ippraha)

existing cycle route (as/ippraha)

existing parking

existing pedestrian movement
intended pedestrian movement

proposed extended cycle route

existing view line

proposed view
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EXISTING SITE SITUATION PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT

INSCRIBING CIRCULATION ADDITION OF FLOATING FLOOR

PROPOSED VIEW ADDITION OF GROUND MASS

ADDING OF EXTENDED FLOOR PLATEADDING FACADE
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Elementray Schhol 2030

Library 1200

Retail + Service 4000

F&B 900

Parking 3200

Lobby and Circulation 2700 27%

10030100301003010030 0.84

PRPOPOSED PRPOPOSED PRPOPOSED PRPOPOSED 

PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM

Total witout parkingTotal witout parkingTotal witout parkingTotal witout parking

LOWER GROUND FLOOR 550

GROUD FLOOR 2050

FIRST FLOOR 2500

SECOND FLOOR 2430

LOBBY AND CIRCULATION 2500

TOTAL WITHOUT PARKINGTOTAL WITHOUT PARKINGTOTAL WITHOUT PARKINGTOTAL WITHOUT PARKING 10030100301003010030

BASEMENT (lower ground) 1600

BASEMENT 1600

TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL 13230

    

SITE AREA 16274

AREA OF HOUSING 4350

AREA UNDER BUILD INTERVENTION 11924

GROUND COVER (%) 53%

Max NO OF FLOORS 4.5

FAR ACHIEVED 1.18 0.84
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REQUIRED PARKING REQUIRED PARKING REQUIRED PARKING REQUIRED PARKING Parking / areaParking / areaParking / areaParking / area Visitor Non Visitor

Library 1/120 SQM 10 2 8

School 1/300 SQM 7 2 5

Commercial 1[40SQM 123 12 110

TOTAL 139 16 123

PROPOSED PARKING PROPOSED PARKING PROPOSED PARKING PROPOSED PARKING 149149149149 15 134

REQUIRED PARKING REQUIRED PARKING REQUIRED PARKING REQUIRED PARKING Parking / areaParking / areaParking / areaParking / area Visitor Non Visitor

Library 1/120 SQM 10 2 8

School 1/300 SQM 7 2 5

Commercial 1[40SQM 123 12 110

TOTAL 139 16 123

PROPOSED PARKING PROPOSED PARKING PROPOSED PARKING PROPOSED PARKING 149149149149 15 134
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ACHIVE FAR AND COVERAGE

ACHIEVED AREA (FLOOR WISE)

ACHIEVED AREA (FUNCTION WISE)

PARKING PROPOSAL

primary circulation strategy : simple movement

basement level

lower ground level

ground level

first level

second level
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SCHEMATIC SECTION OF SQUARE

SCHEMATIC SECTION OF ENTRY PASSAGE

SCHEMATIC SECTION OF TERRACE GARDEN

SCHEMATIC SECTION OF SCHOOL-RETAIL

THE TERRACE LEVEL HAS CONTROLLED ENTRY 
DURING SCHOOL OPERATIONAL HOURS. THERE 
IS ALSO PROVISION OF SLIDE FOLD PARTITION 
SO THE TERRACE CAN BE HEATED DURING 
WINTERS
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RAMP TO ACCESS RESIDENCES FROM SUBWAY STATION

SHOPS

SHOPS

PRIMARY VERTICAL TRANSPORTATION - 6M STAIRCASE

ALL ROUND THE YEAR PLAYGROUND FOR SCHOOL

PARTIALLY CONNECTED RESIDENTIAL GREEN

SUNKEN PUBLIC SPACE

FLOATING WALKWAYS

TO SUBWAY

PRIMARY MASS

LIGHTWELL-JUMP BOX-SOUND BUFFER

DOUBLE HEIGHT READING SPACE

TERRACE GARDEN AT SCHOOL LEVEL

WINTER GARDEN

ACCESSIBLE ROOF ABOVE SCHOOL

SHOPS

SHOPS

SCHOOL LEVEL

TO SUBWAY

TO TRAMS / BUSES
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non parametric intervention

parametric intervention

triangulated panels

non parametric intervention
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grid structure

translation on facade

development of section as / functions and human needs

translation of sections onto facade grid

generating curve for parameter from enhanced sections

elementary schoool

library



The fact that the elementary school is needed at the site calls for many action. There is no controlled open space for children to move around, 
and they mostly stay within four walls. The building terrace is designed for multiple use. It acts as a Partially open pLAyground for the kids of the 
adjacent elementary achool. It can ALTERNATIVELY convert to a winter garden, so that the children can imagine without constraints. During the non-
operational hours, it is open up for regular public, accesible from the main staircase.

2726

VISUALSATIONS3
view of the terrace - winter garden



THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE DESIGN IS TO ESTABLISH A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SUBWAY TUNNEL AND THE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD. IT HAS BEEN SOLVED BY PROVIDING A SEAMLESS PATH CONNECTION THE UNDERGROUND WITH A DRAMATIC RAMP INTEGRATED IN A PUBLIC SPACE. IT LETS PEOPLE OF ALL AGE GROUPS , GENDERS AND SPECIAL NEEDS TO MOVE FREELY IN THIS 
SPINE. THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATION IS A VIEW FROM THE ENTRANCE RAMP THAT CONNECTS THE SQUARE WITH THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD.
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view from the PEDESTRIAN ramp



Hloubetin urbanised in late 60s, with simple mordernistic residential towers rising from the ground. The street elevation had to be treated with utmost sensitivity and respect to the context. The form of the building follows the urban block. Although the square side facade juggles with the functions housed inside, the road side elevation 
is simple, and follows adjacent modern era buildings. This also supports signage and advertisements for the retail inside, a priviledge that they already enjoy.
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view from  main road



The central square is a hub of activities. It is assisted by several seating spaces, F&B outlets, daily, green patches and obstruction free area. The subsequent view is a summer afternoon with a concert going on. For such occasions the square can accomodate as many as 2500-3000 people. Other summer activities like open air  cinema, small 
sports events, board game nights and birthday parties are encouraged and sufficed for.
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summer view from under the brirdge



Summer are not the only times, that encourages human engagements. focus has been made to carry out small events like farmer’s market, christmas market, sports activities etc. the above image illustrates an active space at the peak of winter, engaging diverse age groups and genders. the public space strives to  have something for 
everybody, and facilitates for special needs as well.
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winter view from under the bridge



ARCHITECTURE 

DRAWINGS
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4
The existing site has a library of approx. 140 sqm. It sits in a corner, invisible and dark. The proposed library is designed for roughly QUADRUPLE the area. 
Its planned so as to have plenty of daylight and variety of space. There is no physical divisions, however, assurance have been made for diversity 
such as silent zone, workstations, private nook, double height  reading lounges and storage, archives etc.

library interior
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elevation y - ROAD SIDE ELEVATION

section aa’ - SQUARE SIDE ELEVATION

section bb’ - LONGITUDINAL section
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EAST ELEVATION

SECTION cc’  - THROUGH SCHOOL

SECTION dd’ - through main staircase
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