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 ABSTRACT  

Textile reinforced concrete (TRC) is a modern composite consisting of high-performance 

concrete (HPC), textile reinforcement, and its matrix, most often from synthetic resins. 

Since it is a new building material, its use is dominant in non-load-bearing constructions 

such as facade panels or design elements. Nevertheless, due to its excellent mechanical 

properties, TRC may be used as an alternative load-bearing material to traditional 

structures materials. But before that, a detailed assessment from a fire resistance point of 

view is necessary. The development of TRC described in the thesis responds to the lack 

of knowledge about the fire design of TRC structures and focuses on the determination 

of TRC behaviour at elevated temperatures. At the same time, it aims to increase passive 

fire resistance and minimize the use of additional fire protection systems. Based on the 

multi-scale testing, risk areas such as high risk of spalling of HPC layers, contribution to 

the development of fire or loss of interaction between materials due to the temperature 

degradation of synthetic resin matrix of textile reinforcement were defined. Based on the 

findings, material optimization is proposed to reduce or eliminate these risks. 

Furthermore, the work describes the influence of the polypropylene (PP) fibres in the 

HPC mixture and their influence on spalling risk and load-bearing capacity of TRC. At 

the same time, the substitution of a flammable synthetic matrix of textile reinforcement 

with non-flammable cement-based materials is described as well as its behaviour at 

ambient and elevated temperatures. All conclusions determined based on the multi-scale 

experimental investigation were finally verified by real-scale testing where the official 

fire resistance of TRC structural members was classified. All these conclusions expand 

the development of TRC at elevated temperatures and thus should serve as a basis for the 

theoretical design of TRC structural members considering their behaviour at fire 

exposure. 

  

Keywords: Textile-reinforced concrete; high-performance concrete; carbon fibres; 

epoxy resin; load-bearing structures; fire resistance 
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ABSTRAKT (CZECH) 

Textilní železobeton (TRC – z anglického textile-reinforced concrete) je moderní 

kompozitní materiál, skládající se z textilní výztuže, vysokohodnotného betonu (HPC – 

z anglického high-performance concrete) a matrice textilní výztuže, nejčastěji provedené 

ze syntetických pryskyřic. Vzhledem k tomu, že jde o relativně nový stavební materiál, 

je hojně využíván především u nenosných konstrukcí jako jsou fasádní panely nebo 

designové prvky. Nicméně díky výborným mechanickým vlastnostem má tento materiál 

vysoký potenciál pro použití u nosných konstrukcí. Než však dojde k jeho použití u 

nosných konstrukcí, je nezbytné posoudit chování TRC z hlediska požární odolnosti. 

Vývoj TRC popsaný v disertační práci se zaměřuje na prohloubení znalostí o chování 

textilního betonu za zvýšené teploty. Dílčím cílem práce je minimalizovat nutnost použití 

dodatečné požární ochrany a zvýšení pasivní požární odolnosti TRC. Na základě 

provedených experimentů byly definovány rizikové oblasti TRC jako je vysoké riziko 

odlupování betonových vrstev HPC, příspěvek k rozvoji požáru vlivem vzplanutí 

syntetických pryskyřic nebo ztráta interakce mezi materiály v důsledku teplotní 

degradace matrice textilní výztuže. V návaznosti na tato zjištění byla provedena 

optimalizace materiálů za účelem snížení nebo úplného odstranění těchto rizikových 

oblastí. V práci je též popsán zásadní vliv polypropylenových vláken ve směsi HPC, nebo 

použití alternativních materiálů matrice textilní výztuže na cementové bázi. Tyto 

materiálové optimalizace byly testovány jak za běžné, tak zvýšené teploty. Nakonec jsou 

všechny závěry stanovené na základě experimentální činnosti ověřeny za pomoci zkoušek 

v reálném měřítku, přičemž byla stanovena oficiální požární odolnost zkoušených prvků 

z TRC. Veškeré závěry uvedené v této práci by měly prohloubit znalosti o chování dílčích 

materiálů použitých při vývoji textilního betonu a tím zefektivnit budoucí návrh těchto 

prvků pro nosné konstrukce s přihlédnutím na účinky požáru. 

 

Klíčová slova: Textilní beton; vysokohodnotný beton, uhlíkové vlákno; epoxidová 

pryskyřice; nosné konstrukce; požární odolnost  
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LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

Name Units Description 

Symbols 

A m2 Cross-sectional area of the specimen 

V m3 Volume 

E MPa Modulus of elasticity 

t min Time 

Tg °C Glass transition temperature 

Tm °C Melting point temperature 

Tf °C Flow point temperature 

ku - Uncertainty coefficient  

fc MPa Compressive strength  

fcf MPa Tensile bending strength 

h mm Total height of real scale specimen  

C mm Vertical compression deformation limit  

 

Abbreviations 

TRC - Textile-reinforced concrete 

HPC - High-performance concrete 

UHPC - Ultra-high-performance concrete 

ER - Epoxy resin 

PFS - Passive fire protection system 

RFS - Reactive fire protection system 

IC - Intumescent coating 

LCC - Life cycle costs  

TACR - Technical Agency of the Czech Republic 

DSC - Differential scan calorimetry  

CFRP - Carbon fibre reinforced polymer 

Since the thesis contains the results that have been published in different publications, it 

was not possible to keep the uniform nomenclature throughout the entire thesis. 

Therefore, the list of symbols contains only general symbols and abbreviations used in 

the thesis. The rest is explained in the appropriate parts of the thesis or related papers. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Motivation 

Textile reinforced concrete (TRC) is a modern composite material consisting of high-

performance concrete (HPC) or ultra-high-performance concrete (UHPC), textile 

reinforcement and a textile reinforcement matrix, most often made of synthetic resins. 

The development of TRC dates back to approximately the 1980s [1, 2], which means it is 

a relatively new material in civil engineering. TRC is most commonly used for non-load-

bearing structures, i.e. shell constructions, design elements, facade panels, rarely as load-

bearing members [3, 4]. For this reason, limited design regulations and standards are 

available for load-bearing structures. Consequently, it has not been necessary to assess 

the TRC elements in terms of fire resistance. Before using TRC in civil engineering for 

structural members, it is necessary to extend knowledge about its behaviour at elevated 

temperatures. 

In general, TRCs can be manufactured from different materials. However, the most 

common combination of materials consists of HPC, which achieves compressive strength 

exceeding 100 MPa, and textile reinforcement from carbon, basalt or glass fibres. Textile 

reinforcement can be used in variants with or without impregnation, i.e. reinforcement 

matrix. The impregnation is most often performed from synthetic resins due to their 

homogeneity and therefore ability to saturate the whole textile yarn. The matrix combines 

the textile yarn together and enables its full tensile utilization because all the individual 

filaments interact in the yarn. Therefore, the impregnated variant of reinforcement 

reached higher mechanical properties [5, 6]. Due to the combination of materials with 

higher mechanical properties, i.e. the compressive strength of HPC and the tensile 

strength of textile reinforcement, TRC achieves excellent mechanical properties, visual 

quality and, thanks to the use of less amount of materials during production, also lower 

impact on the environment [7, 8].  

These materials proved its excellent mechanical properties at ambient temperatures. 

However, before using TRC for load-bearing structures, it is necessary to define its 

behaviour at elevated temperatures. From the fire resistance point of view, insufficient 

behaviour of some materials can be expected during fire exposure. Based on the material 

and literature investigation, low-temperature resistance of synthetic resin matrix was 
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determined as the most critical part of TRC hot design together with behaviour of HPC 

at elevated temperatures [9, 10]. The behaviour of these materials is directly linked to the 

structural design of lightweight slender constructions. Due to the possibility of producing 

subtle structures, TRC structural members heat up faster than massive traditional 

reinforced concrete structures. Therefore, it is necessary to assess the individual 

components, determine the risk areas and extend the knowledge about designing slender 

load-bearing TRC members from the fire resistance point of view. 

The experimental work presented in this thesis aims to describe the TRC risk areas after 

fire exposure and simultaneously improve the behaviour of TRC at elevated temperatures. 

The output of the experimental work should be a proposal for further material 

optimization, replacement of the flammable TRC components (i.e. epoxy resin matrix) or 

a recommendation for an adequate fire protection system to avoid temperature 

degradation of materials at fire exposure. The presented research is based on the 

previously performed research in this field [3, 4, 11, 12] and focuses primarily on fire 

testing. At the same time, all the performed research work follows the author’s 

conclusions from the master thesis [13] with the support of research projects  [14, 15] 

focused on the development of TRC for lightweight load-bearing structural members. For 

a schematic load-bearing structure with hollow section from TRC, see Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: Schematic TRC load-bearing member with hollow section 

Legend: A – carbon textile reinforcement; B – carbon fibre reinforced polymer (CFRP) 

bending rebars; C – high-performance concrete    
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Textile-reinforced concrete – review of materials 

The review of materials given in this chapter focuses primarily on the behaviour of the 

materials, especially from the point of view of elevated temperatures [7, 8, 11, 16]. Since 

detailed description of materials is given in the introduction chapters of the attached 

publications, listed in Annex A – Appended papers, this chapter provide only a brief 

summary of the topic. 

In general, TRC achieves excellent mechanical properties at ambient temperature 

compared to traditional construction materials such as dominantly used reinforced 

concrete. Moreover, the resulting environmental impact of TRC is significantly lower 

[17–19]. A better environmental rating of TRC can be achieved because less materials 

with better mechanical properties are used. Also, due to the higher strength of materials, 

it is possible to design structural members with hollow sections. At the same time, the 

material reduction is associated with better resistance of the textile reinforcement against 

atmospheric corrosion. Consequently, the covering layers can be designed only from the 

viewpoint of interaction between materials. However, using materials with higher 

strengths is also associated with a more complicated HPC production process or an 

emphasis on the precise definition of the cover layers distances. Therefore, this 

construction material is intended exclusively for prefabrication [20, 21]. The description 

of the individual mechanical properties and the basic description of the individual 

materials are summarized in the following subchapters. 

High-performance concrete 

For the manufacturing of TRC, HPC is used for its higher compressive strength, better 

workability and modulus of elasticity in comparison to concretes with standard 

mechanical parameters [22, 23]. The HPC mixture used for the preparation of 

experimental samples was developed for different applications under previous research 

projects at CTU in Prague [24]. The production of HPC was carried out according to the 

prescribed procedure, where the cured concrete has the following material properties: 

compressive strength 115.0 MPa, tensile strength 11.5 MPa and modulus of elasticity 

49.5 GPa.  
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HPC can be produced with the use of plasticizers, which makes it possible to use a smaller 

water/cement ratio (W/C) during the HPC mixture preparation. Since less water is used 

in the manufacturing of the concrete mixture, the final hardened construction element has 

a significantly higher compressive strength associated with lower porosity, see Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2: Comparison of the concretes with different water/cement ration [22] 

From the fire resistance point of view, HPCs have worse fire resistance than standard 

concretes, which should be considered during the TRC structure design. It is mainly due 

to the higher risk of spalling and the related weakening of the structures [22]. This 

negative behaviour at elevated temperatures is primarily affected by the absence of pores 

caused by the small W/C ration. It implies that HPC cannot provide water vapour 

migration through the pores from the central part of the structure to the outside and thus, 

the vapour pressure in the construction can increase [25]. Therefore, the risk of spalling 

rapidly increases, as does the associated risk of structural weakening in the case of slender 

structures. The absence of pores of HPC can be substituted by adding polypropylene (PP) 

fibres to the concrete mixture. These fibres evaporate at a relatively low temperature 

(170 °C, according to [26]) and allow water vapor to migrate out of the concrete structure. 

However, the addition of these fibres fundamentally reduces the workability of the 

concrete mixture and can negatively affect the manufacturing process.  

Textile reinforcement 

In TRC, traditional steel reinforcement is replaced by technical textiles, most often in the 

form of glass, carbon, basalt, or aramid fibres. The advantage of textile reinforcements is 

their significantly better resistance to atmospheric corrosion and thus the possibility to 

design the covering layer while considering the interaction between the materials only. 



Chapter 1 – Introduction 

 

- 5 - 

Therefore, the final covering layer can reach from 5 mm to 10 mm, and it is possible to 

avoid the covering layers of traditional reinforced concrete structures reaching from 10 

mm to 60 mm, which serves primarily as protection against atmospheric corrosion [27, 

28]. Due to this, it is possible to design significantly more slender and lightweight 

structures and, in combination with the high compressive strength of HPC, also reduce 

the total amount of the materials used. Moreover, the use of less amount of materials with 

higher quality significantly reduces the environmental impact, as well as the structure 

assessment in terms of the life cycle cost (LCC) [29]. However, these solutions negatively 

affect the temperature resistance of the overall TRC structure because this thin cover layer 

does not provide sufficient temperature protection compared to traditional structures. 

Based on the mechanical tests at ambient and elevated temperatures, textile reinforcement 

from carbon fibres appears to be the most advantageous material for use in TRC because 

the temperature resistance is significantly higher in comparison to the rest of materials. 

At the same time, carbon reinforcement reaches better mechanical properties and the 

lowest required energy for its production [30–32]. Comparison of the mechanical 

properties of textile reinforcements and the related temperature resistance is given in 

Table 1.  

Table 1: Comparison of mechanical properties and melting points of selected textile 

reinforcement materials 

Mechanical attribute 

Type of textile reinforcement 

Units Carbon fibres 

 [30] 

Glass fibres 

[31] 

Basalt fibres 

[32] 

Density ~2.0 ~2.5 ~2.75 kg∙m−3 

Tensile strength (average) 4.3 3.5 ~2.48 GPa 

Modulus of elasticity (average) 240 57 76 GPa 

Diameter of yarn’s filament 7–10 10–16 ~12.8 µm 

Melting temperature 3650 800 1100 °C 

For the manufacturing of TRC construction elements, a distinction is made between 

impregnated and non-impregnated textile fibres, i.e. textile reinforcement with or without 

a matrix. Textile reinforcement is commonly used in yarns, called “rovings”, which can 

be further impregnated by a matrix in variable shapes, as shown in Figure 3a. 

Alternatively, it is possible to use already impregnated prefabricated grids, as shown in 

Figure 3b, which brings small restrictions regarding the shaping of the reinforcement. 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 3: Variants of the carbon textile reinforcement with schematic yarn cross-section:  

(a) carbon roving bundle (unimpregnated); (b) prefabricated textile reinforcement grid 

impregnated with epoxy resin matrix 

Matrix of the textile reinforcement 

The textile reinforcement matrix is used primarily for homogenization of all the filaments 

in the yarn and thus allows the use of the entire tensile capacity of reinforcement. At the 

same time, the matrix also serves as additional protection against mechanical damage and 

extra protection against atmospheric corrosion. Due to the total number of the individual 

fibrils in the textile yarn with diameter from 5 µm to 16 µm (see Table 1), materials with 

homogeneous character, e.g. synthetics resins, are chosen as a suitable material for the 

matrix of textile reinforcement. Resins are chosen because they reach suitable mechanical 

properties, workability and homogenized structure, allowing full saturation of the yarn. 

However, from the fire resistance point of view, it is a flammable material which due to 

its general low temperature resistance loses its mechanical properties during exposure to 

higher temperatures around 50–100 °C [9]. 

The temperature interval where the mechanical properties of synthetic resin, i.e. the 

modulus of elasticity, are decreasing (loss of interaction between materials is expected), 

is what is known as the glass transition temperature (Tg) [33]. The glass transition 

temperature is a temperature interval where the modulus of elasticity of resin rapidly 

decreases, and the deformation significantly increases. A schematic description of the 

synthetic resin phase states change at increasing temperature is given in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: Change of the epoxy resin phase states [9] 

Therefore, preventing the temperature increase over the ER glass-transition temperature 

value is necessary. One of the options for avoiding the degradation of the mechanical 

properties of ER due to increased temperature is the use of a resin with higher temperature 

resistance or the application of an additional fire protection layer that would prevent the 

glass transition temperature from being exceeded. Synthetic materials can be substituted 

by non-flammable materials based on the types of cement or geopolymers. These 

materials inherently have a higher temperature resistance. However, particles in these 

materials generally have a bigger diameter than the individual fibrils in the textile 

reinforcement yarn. And the saturation ability can be negatively affected [6, 34].  

Fire design of the load-bearing structures and fire protection systems  

Generally, the design of the load-bearing structures exposed to fire is focused on 

maintaining their mechanical properties for the required fire-resistance time. This means 

that the construction element should not be deformed over the load-bearing capacity limit 

of the structure or even collapse during the fire exposure. If the structural element has not 

only a load-bearing but also a fire-separating function, it must retain both its integrity and 

insulating ability [35]. Generally, structures bearing load only in compression do not exist 

due to the imperfection of the structure.  

For bend elements, it is required to ensure the transfer of tensile tension giving rise to the 

bending moments by which the bend structures as columns and beams are dominantly 

bearing load [25]. Therefore, the effective hot design of structures preventing loss of 

mechanical properties due to the heating of members is necessary. One way to do this is 
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to use materials with sufficient temperature resistance or protect them against rising 

temperatures. In general, the fire resistance of various structures can be increased by 

applying additional fire-protection layers. These can be made of multiple materials where, 

depending on their thickness, adequate fire resistance is achieved. Generally, they are 

divided into two categories as passive and reactive fire-protection systems.  

Passive and reactive fire-protection systems 

Passive fire-protection systems (PFP) represent board materials in several variants, such 

as homogeneous structures (e.g. lime silicate), non-homogeneous (e.g. cement chips), and 

sandwich boards (e.g. plasterboard), or silica-fibres-based materials (e.g. mineral wool). 

The advantage of these materials is their diversity in use, as these boards can be used on 

a broad scale, such as for humid environments or as exterior or structural boards. The 

insulation principle of the board materials is to slow down the heating of the protected 

members through their passive fire resistance. The disadvantage of these protection 

systems is their effective thickness. The resulting thickness is designed based on the 

intended fire-resistance time, ranging from 15 mm to 50 mm [35]. Given that some 

systems allow protection without interfering with the protected structure, they enable the 

achievement of almost any fire resistance. However, due to the character of the protected 

material, it is mainly intended for structures with uncomplicated shapes, i.e. rectangular 

cross-sections, walls or ceilings (Figure 5). 

  

 



Chapter 1 – Introduction 

 

- 9 - 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 5: Variants of applied fire protection systems on a TRC hollow section column: 

(a) functional sample of a TRC column with gypsum plaster [36]; (b) functional sample of 

a TRC column with calcium-silicate boards [37] 

Reactive fire protection systems (RFP) are divided into four commonly used groups: 

solvent-based, water-based, epoxy-based and acrylic-based. Each RFP consists of three 

main parts: a primer, an intumescent layer, whose thickness is referred to as dry film 

thickness (DFT), and a top coat. Because of the profile-following application and the 

comparatively low coating thickness reaching approximately 3 millimetres, intumescent 

coatings are a suitable measure to improve the fire resistance of the protected structures 

and maintain the architectural character of the protected members [38]. In case of fire, the 

intumescent coating forms a thermal insulation layer around the coated steel member, 

activated by the high gas temperature. This foam body has a low thermal conductivity, 

significantly reducing the heating of the structures and delaying the temperature 

degradation of materials, and a longer fire-resistance time can thus be achieved. A general 

disadvantage is that these materials are intended for internal use. The principle of the 

intumescent coating reaction course and the foam formation is shown in Figure 6. 

 

Figure 6: Reaction of the intumescent coating and foam forming 
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Research gaps 

Constructions made of TRC achieve excellent mechanical and visual properties and due 

to the use of higher-quality materials, it is possible to save a considerable amount of the 

material used and reduce the total carbon footprint [18, 39]. These constructions are 

suitable especially for prefabrication because following the production procedure 

precisely is of essence. However, before the TRC will be widely used for load-bearing 

structures, it is necessary to assess this composite material in terms of fire resistance. 

Based on the literature and material research, also presented in the appended papers (see 

Annex A), certain research gaps were identified, serving as a background for the 

determination of the main goal of the thesis. The main research gaps were summarized in 

the following points: 

• Faster heating of slender TRC structural members in comparison to traditional 

structures from reinforced concrete. Higher sensitivity to the weakening of the 

structure due to the smaller cross-section area. 

• The behaviour of HPC and UHPC at elevated temperatures. Higher risk of the 

spalling of concrete layers during fire exposure and the associated weakening of 

the structural member. 

• Temperature resistance of the technical textiles used and their temperature 

resistance, including the temperature point when mechanical degradation due to 

the elevated temperature starts. 

• Low temperature resistance of synthetic resins used as a matrix of textile 

reinforcement. Hypothetical loss of interaction between materials after exceeding 

the glass transition temperature. 

• Lack of knowledge of the use of non-flammable textile matrix materials and 

especially their behaviour at elevated temperatures
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE PH.D. THESIS  

Main goal of the thesis  

The main objective of the thesis was established based on the research gaps determined 

in the previous chapter. The thesis aims to extend knowledge about the behaviour of TRC 

exposed to fire and IMPROVE THE BEHAVIOUR OF SLENDER STRUCTURES 

MADE OF TEXTILE-REINFORCED CONCRETE AT ELEVATED 

TEMPERATURES. This main goal of the research work is divided into several 

subobjectives, which together fulfil the thesis’s main goal. Each subobjective is described 

in the following subchapter. 

Thesis subobjectives  

The mentioned subobjectives are divided based on the literature research and the 

corresponding research gaps. A series of tests were carried out for each subobjective to 

investigate the related research question. The corresponding subobjectives are given in 

the following Table 2.  

Table 2: Overview of the thesis subobjectives 

Subobjective No. Description of the subobjective 

Subobjective I: 

Experimental determination of the initial TRC mechanical 

conditions at ambient temperatures, i.e. determination of the 

bending capacity of TRC with a textile reinforcement, cohesion 

between the textile reinforcement with an epoxy resin matrix and 

HPC, and the influence of the textile reinforcement surface 

treatment. 

Subobjective II: 

Determination of the risk areas of TRC and the HPC used at 

elevated temperatures. Determination of the change in mechanical 

properties after fire exposure. Optimization of the materials used 

from the fire resistance point of view.   

Subobjective III: 

Increasing the passive fire resistance of TRC. Assessment of non-

flammable materials for the matrix of textile reinforcement. 

Assessment of the available materials and their verification at 

ambient as well as elevated temperatures and their comparison 

with a reference from epoxy resin. 

Subobjective IV: 

Determination of the behaviour of real-scale structural members 

at elevated temperatures. Verification of the conclusion from 

intermediate-scale tests and design of additional fire-protection 

systems.   
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In some cases, selected subobjectives are directly connected to each other. Therefore, 

their detailed coordination was necessary for the pre-test phase of the research work. The 

association between the individual subobjectives and the related publications, attached in 

Annex A, is given in Figure 7. 

 

Figure 7: Scheme of the sequence of publications and linking of the subobjectives 

Limitations of presented research  

Due to the wide scope of the topic, the work focuses on the evaluation of slender 

structures, i.e. columns with a hollow cross-section. Furthermore, the work is defined by 

the use of carbon textile reinforcement with an epoxy resin matrix, i.e. a penetrated variant 

of textile reinforcement. However, due to the large number and types of materials, dealing 

with them would be very complicated and misleading. Therefore, the following parts were 

not included in the PhD thesis: 

• Use of TRC for structural members such as ceilings, walls or shell members. 

• Synthetic matrix materials of textile reinforcement other than epoxy resin. 

• Apart from the materials described in Paper III  [6] and Paper IV [34], other 

alternative materials of the textile reinforcement matrix are not considered. 

• Other fire-protection systems, except for calcium-silicate boards and gypsum 

plasters used in real-scale fire tests as a part of the Karbeton-II research  

project [14]
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3. OVERVIEW OF THESIS PUBLICATIONS 

Thesis papers  

This thesis is a compendium of four peer-reviewed publications, which have already been 

published in peer-reviewed journals. A summarization of the thesis papers is given in 

Table 3; the papers’ full versions are appended in Annex A. The papers mentioned in this 

thesis, as well as the related test procedures, were designed in a subsequent sequence to 

fulfil the thesis’s main goal as efficiently as possible. The sequence of the individual 

publications and the relations among them are shown in Figure 7. 

Table 3: Overview of the thesis publications.    

No. of paper  Name of the paper 

Paper I 

Vlach, T., Řepka, J., Hájek, J., Fürst, R., Jirkalová, Z. and Hájek, 

P. Cohesion Test of a Single Impregnated Ar-Glass Roving in 

High-Performance Concrete. 2020. The Civil Engineering Journal. 

 

Paper II2 

Fürst, R., Vlach, T., Pokorný, M. and Mózer, V.  

Study of Behavior of Textile-Reinforced Concrete with Epoxy 

Resin Matrix in Fire. 2022. Fire Technology. 

 

Paper III 

Fürst, R., Fürst, E., Vlach, T., Řepka, J., Pokorný, M. and Mózer, 

V. Use of Cement Suspension as an Alternative Matrix Material for 

Textile-Reinforced Concrete. 2021. Materials.  

 

Paper IV 

Fürst, R., Hejtmánek, P., Vlach, T., Řepka, J., Mózer, V. and 

Hájek, P. Experimental Evaluation of Carbon Reinforced TRC with 

Cement Suspension Matrix at Elevated Temperature. 

2022. Polymers. 

Author’s contribution to the papers 

The author of the presented thesis actively worked on all four papers mentioned in Annex 

A – Appended Papers. The levels of contribution to each paper are given in Table 4. The 

entire work part of the included papers was performed with significant help of the people 

 

 

2 The article was submitted in 2020 and accepted in 03/2021. However, it was officially included in the 

journal Issue 14 in 06/2022. 
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mentioned as co-authors of the corresponding articles. The levels of responsibility are 

divided into the three following categories: 

Major 

The author’s responsibility was to do a major part of the work (equal or 

exceeding at least 2/3 of the responsibility and work effort for the part 

assessed) 

Medium 

The author’s responsibility was to do a significant part of the work (falling 

between 1/3 and 2/3 of the responsibility and work effort for the part 

assessed) 

Minor 

The author’s responsibility was minor for the point assessed and contained 

a small amount of the work duties (equal to or less than 1/3 of the 

responsibility and work effort for the part assessed) 

The preparation of each article was divided into a total of six main parts, which are 

assessed individually in the following table. 

Table 4: Author’s contribution to the papers incorporated in the PhD thesis    

Number of the step:  
Level of responsibility for the related work step 

Paper I Paper II Paper III Paper IV 

1. Conceptualization of the tests  Minor Major Major Major 

2. Preparation of the specimens Medium Major Medium Minor 

3. Performing the tests Medium Major Medium Medium 

4. Data analysis Minor Major Major Major 

5. Writing the original manuscript Minor Major Major Major 

6. Paper final version preparation  Minor Medium Medium Major 

Related research projects and publications included in the thesis 

Related research projects 

The research work presented in this thesis was directly connected to two related research 

projects. First, the Karbeton II research project founded by the Technical Agency of the 

Czech Republic (TACR) for young research groups of the Zeta program, project number 

TJ02000119 [14]. The focus of this project was to develop the structural elements with 

hollow sections from HPC reinforced by a carbon reinforcement. The investigation was 

based on a previous research project where the behaviour of bend non-load-bearing 

structures was investigated [40]. The benefit coming from the intended research project 

was to develop a functional sample of a prefabricated new lightweight TRC column with 
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carbon reinforcement. This investigation also contained an investigation of the 

mechanical load-bearing capacity, as well as the fire-resistance class classification for 

structural column members. It was also investigated whether these structural members 

could be used without applying an additional fire-protection layer. The second research 

project is Application of alternative materials in textile concrete and their evaluation at 

room temperature and at elevated temperature, project number SGS21/094/OHK1/2T/11 

[15]. 

Related publications included in the thesis  

The author has also contributed to several publications related to the topic discussed in 

this thesis, whose list is given in the following Table 5. These publications include 

partially experimental conclusions written down in Czech. Therefore, these sources are 

included as supplementary documents only. 

Table 5: Related thesis publications list  

Character of the 

publication  
Description of the related publication 

Karbeton-II,  

TACR Zeta3 

Interim report of work progress and achieved results for year 2019 

Interim report of work progress and achieved results for year 2020 

Author’s other publications not included in the thesis 

All parts of the ongoing research have been continuously presented at international 

conferences as well as in peer-reviewed journals. The summarizations of the publications 

which were not included in the thesis are provided in the following points: 

Peer-reviewed journal papers: 

• Fürst, R., Häßler, D., Hothan, S. Influence of the profile type and bar orientation 

on the performance of intumescent coatings applied to steel tension bars. Fire 

Safety Journal. 2022, 134, 103678. doi: 10.1016/j.firesaf.2022.103678.   

 

 

 

3 Due to the size of the research team and the corresponding works distribution, the final contribution of all 

authors was balanced and the individual authors’ contribution was not determined. 
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Peer-reviewed papers (non-impact): 

• Fürst, R., Vlach, T., Pokorný, M. Textile reinforced concrete and evaluation of 

its behavior at elevated temperatures. TZB info. 2020, ISSN 1801-4399. 

• Fürst, R., Pokorný, M., Vlach, T., Hejtmánek, P., Mózer, V. Column structures 

made from textile-reinforced concrete at elevated temperatures. TZB info. 2021, 

ISSN 1801-4399. 

• Kafková, E., Vlach, T., Řepka, J., Fürst, R., Hájek, P., Jirkalová, Z. Influence of 

scattered fibers on the mode of failure of textile concrete. TZB info. 2022, ISSN 

1801-4399. 

International conference papers and extended abstracts: 

• Fürst, R., Häßler, D., Hothan, S. European test standard for intumescent coatings 

applied to steel tension bars with solid section. Symposium Heißbemessung – 

Structural Fire Engineering 2022, Braunschweig. 

• Fürst, R. et al. Nosné konstrukce z textilního betonu za zvýšené teploty. Extended 

abstract. 30th International Conference Fire Protection 2021, Ostrava, 2021-09-

01/2021-09-02. ISBN 978-80-7385-247-4. 

• Fürst, R., Pokorný, M. Pasivní požární ochrana konstrukcí z textilního betonu. 

Extended abstract. 29th International Conference Fire Protection 2020, Ostrava, 

2020-09-02/2020-09-03. ISBN 978-80-7385- 234-4.  

• Fürst, R., Pokorný, M. Požární specifika stavebních konstrukcí z textilních 

betonů 28th International Conference Fire Protection 2019, Ostrava, 2019-09-

04/2019-09-05. ISBN 978-80-7385-221-4 

• Fürst, R., Pokorný, M. Požární specifika konstrukcí z textilního betonu. 

Advances In Fire & Safety Engineering - VIII. International Scientific 

Conference, Žilina, 2019-11-19/2019-11-20. Žilinská univerzita v Žilině, 2019. 

ISBN 978-80-554-1611-3. 
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4. METHODOLOGY, RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter describes the methodology of the procedures done in the experimental work. 

Subsequently, a general description of the papers is provided, as well as their relation to 

the selected subobjectives from Chapter 2, forming the main goal of the dissertation. 

Finally, test results are presented, including a general discussion.  

Methodology  

Once the main objective of the thesis and the partial subobjectives given in Chapter 2 

were identified, a procedure for experimental tests was determined. The investigation was 

based on the multi-scale test procedure, in which the tests ranged from micro-scale tests 

of materials to tests of test members in a real scale. A schematic description of the content 

of the research works is given in Figure 8. 

 

Figure 8: Scheme of the multi-scale testing of thesis experiments 

Experimental test methods were carried out in accordance with the applicable legislation 

and standards for all the analyses at ambient and elevated temperatures. Table 6 

summarizes the general principles of the tests performed based on the standards used. 

These standards are included in the table as well. The test methods are described in more 

detail in Annex A – Appended Papers.  



Chapter 4 – Methodology, results and discussion 

  - 18 - 

Table 6: Description of the multi-scale testing 

Micro-scale testing 

Micro-scale testing was used to determine detailed characteristics of the materials. Based 

on the results from these tests, the materials combination was established and verified 

for further testing. 

Method Aim of the method used 
Reference 

standard 

Differential 

scanning 

calorimetry 

(DSC) 

The DSC analysis was used to investigate the thermo-

mechanical properties of the epoxy resins. Several 

different epoxy resins were tested for which the 

temperature phase states were determined. Based on the 

results, a suitable epoxy resin was identified for the 

mechanical tests that were to follow. An HP Phoenix 204 

device was used for the DSC analysis, which 

measurement principle is based on the heat flux method. 

ISO  

11357-1 

 

ISO  

11357-2 

Microscopy 

analysis 

In microscopic analysis, several cement suspensions 

were tested as a possible non-combustion material for the 

textile reinforcement matrix. Due to the inhomogeneous 

suspension structure, the investigation aimed to 

determine the size distribution of the individual particles 

in the suspension. Zeiss LSM 780 confocal microscope 

was chosen for analysis using the basic optical 

microscope settings and 100× magnification. All the 

samples analysed were taken from three independent 

replicates for each type of cement suspension. 

ISO 8039 

 

ISO 21073 

Intermediate-scale testing  

Based on the results from microscopy tests, specimens for intermediate testing were 

designed. These specimens were subsequently tested to determine the mechanical 

properties of materials, such as bending and compressive strength and change in 

mechanical properties after fire exposure. 

Fire tests 

Testing at elevated temperatures was performed in a 

furnace for intermediate tests miniFUR. Unloaded test 

specimens were exposed to elevated temperatures 

according to a standard temperature/time curve ISO 834 

to simulate exposure conditions to a real fire. After fire 

exposure and visual assessment, the test specimens were 

subsequently mechanically tested to determine the 

change in their mechanical properties compared to 

reference specimens. 

EN 1363-1 
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Three-point 

bending tests  

The mechanical strength of the test specimens was 

determined based on mechanical experiments. These 

experiments were performed at ambient temperatures 

(reference specimens) and after fire exposure to 

determine the residual strength and the influence of 

elevated temperatures on the change in mechanical 

properties. The specimens varied according to the 

specific investigation. For the determination of tensile 

strength fcf, three-point bending tests were performed 

with beam specimens 40 × 40 × 160 mm3. Subsequently, 

compressive strength fc was determined based on the 

tests of fragments from the beam specimens from three-

point bending tests under one direction pressure. The 

bending strength was determined based on the four-point 

bending tests with plate specimens 100 × 300 × 30 mm3. 

EN 12390-3 

 

EN 12390-5 

Four-point 

bending tests 

Compressive 

strength test  

Pull-out test 

The developed pull-out method focused on the complete 

curve of bend behaviour with a simple interpretation and 

application of the results in the field of science and 

engineering and structure design. The ACI 440.3R-03 

standard inspired this method. However, the specimen 

dimensions were modified due to the small cross-

sectional area of the composite reinforcement in 

comparison with traditional FRP reinforcement. The 

resulting shape of the specimen was 100 × 100 × 20 mm3 

with one saturated textile yarn in the central axis of the 

specimen. The other aspects of the test set-up were 

similar to the traditional FRP cohesion test. 

ACI  

440.3R-03 

Real-scale testing 

Real-scale tests aim to determine the behaviour of a structural member at elevated 

temperatures and verify the conclusions defined in the intermediate-scale tests.   

Real-scale 

testing of 

structural 

members 

The real-scale tests aimed to verify the conclusions from 

the previously performed micro-scale and intermediate 

tests. Fire tests in real scale were performed in PAVUS 

a.s., an accredited fire laboratory, with column 

specimens with a hollow cross-section of 250 × 250 

mm2. The specimens were protected by two different fire 

protection systems manufactured from gypsum plaster 

and calcium-silicate boards. During the fire tests, the 

temperatures on the textile reinforcement were 

measured, monitoring each time when the glass 

transition temperature of the epoxy resin was exceeded. 

EN 1365-4 

 

EN 1363-1 
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The measured data from the tests performed were statistically evaluated. For partial data 

assessment, the expanded measurement uncertainty was determined with an uncertainty 

coefficient ku = 2.0 for the interval containing 95% of values. For the rest of the measured 

data, basic statistical evaluation was used based on the total number of the tests performed 

and the specimens tested. The entire statistical evaluation was performed in MS Excel 

365 and GraphPad Prism 8.0. 

Introduction to the appended publications and its relation to the 

subobjectives 

This subchapter provides a general summarization of the paper’s aims and their relation 

to the selected subobjectives from Table 2. Also a general description is given of the test 

set and of the intended goals that led to the fulfilment of the main goal of the thesis. 

In the introductory part of the experimental investigation, the initial condition of the 

mechanical properties of TRC was determined. Paper I focuses on investigating the 

interaction between the impregnated textile reinforcement and HPC, and its determination 

by using the slightly modified pull-out test. The second aim of this article is to improve 

the interaction conditions between the reinforcement and HPC by using fine-grained 

silica sand applied on the surface of the composite reinforcement, similar to the traditional 

fibre-reinforced polymer reinforcement with commonly used diameters. To investigate 

the effect of this modification, four-point bending tests at ambient temperature were 

performed on plate specimens with variable amounts of textile reinforcement. 

Determination of the corresponding mechanical characteristics fulfilled goals of 

Subobjective I [12] and, at the same time, served as reference background for further tests. 

Based on the results determined in the previous mechanical testing part, the behaviour of 

TRC at elevated temperatures was addressed in Subobjective II, based on the results given 

in Paper II. The main aim of this analysis at elevated temperatures was to assess the 

application of TRC consisting of HPC, textile reinforcement from carbon yarns and its 

epoxy resin matrix and determine its risk areas. For the investigation, beam and plate 

specimens were mounted at the front wall of the test fire furnace miniFUR and exposed 

to the standard temperature curve according to EN 1363-1 [41].  
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The influence of PP fibres in the HPC mixture was investigated to reduce the risk of 

concrete layers spalling. Directly after fire exposure, the visual assessment was done, and 

after that, residual mechanical properties were determined by bending and compressive 

tests. Furthermore, all the specimens exposed to elevated temperatures were compared 

with reference specimens. Based on this comparison, a change in the mechanical 

properties and residual bending strength was determined. In addition, the risk areas such 

as spalling of HPC, burning of the epoxy resin matrix and loss of interaction between 

materials were observed [25].  

Paper III follows the conclusions from the intermediate tests at elevated temperatures 

[25] and focuses on substituting the flammable epoxy resin matrix, which was selected 

as the most critical part of TRC, with cement suspension [6]. In the first part of 

Subobjective III, microscopic research was carried out to determine the distribution of 

particle sizes in the cement suspension. Subsequently, five series of plate specimens 

differing in the type of the cement suspension used, as well as the method of textile 

reinforcement saturation, were designed and manufactured. Next, mechanical tests (four-

point bending tests) were carried out to determine bending strength capacity. Finally, 

based on the results, the most effective type of cement suspension and the method of 

saturating the textile reinforcement were determined.  

The work presented in Paper IV expands the previously performed mechanical tests at 

ambient temperatures of specimens with cement suspension and forms the second part of 

Subobjective III  [34]. In addition, specimens with cement suspension matrix and epoxy 

resin were exposed to fire, and the residual tensile strength was tested. The conclusion of 

Subobjective III compares the flammable and non-flammable matrix of the textile 

reinforcement and the suitability of substituting the epoxy resin with cement suspension. 

Conclusions from all the previous research parts were verified by testing specimens in a 

real scale, forming Subobjective IV. In total, two TRC columns were tested with hollow 

sections and the textile reinforcement matrix with epoxy resin. The test’s main objective 

was to reach the intended fire-resistance time when the specimen did not lose its load-

bearing capacity. However, due to the risk areas defined in Paper II, the design of an 

additional fire-protection layer was necessary. Two different materials, i.e. gypsum 

plaster and calcium-silicate boards, were used as a protection system. The adequate 

thickness of the fire-protection layers was defined based on the fine element thermal 

numerical analysis in the ANSYS software. For the hot design purposes, a critical design 
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temperature of the fire-protection layer was determined, the lower temperature point limit 

of the glass transition temperature interval being Tg = 123 °C. These temperature values 

were determined based on the results of the DSC analysis. The conditions of the numerical 

assessment were selected based on the results from the previous tests at ambient as well 

as elevated temperatures [12, 14, 25].  
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Results and discussion  

The thesis contains in total four papers (Paper I-IV) and four related research 

subobjectives. This work deals with the experimental investigation of textile concrete and 

its fire resistance. First, Paper I describes the mechanical properties of TRC at ambient 

temperatures, which served as a basis for further tests. This part is followed by the 

intermediate fire testing, describing the risk areas of the TRC as a part of Paper II. 

Conclusions from testing at elevated temperatures served as a basis for Paper III and 

Paper IV, which focused on the substitution of the flammable matrix of textile 

reinforcement with cement suspension. Finally, all the results are verified on real-scale 

test specimens, where the conclusions discussed in this chapter were evaluated based on 

the results found in the experimental work. 

The results presented in this subchapter cover examples of the results yielding significant 

conclusions only. All results, including a detailed description of the test specimens and 

test series, are detailed and discussed in the relevant articles in Annex A – Appended 

Papers.  

Determination of mechanical properties of TRC at ambient temperature4 

(Subobjective I) 

The initial mechanical properties of TRC were determined based on the cohesion (pull-

out) tests, which focused on analysing the different surface treatments of the textile, i.e. 

textile reinforcement with a smooth surface and textile reinforcement with a surface 

treated with silica sand. Pull-out tests in which the effect of the surface treatment was 

determined were followed by four-point tests that investigated the total bending strength 

of TRC. Conclusions, including the results of the mechanical tests performed at ambient 

temperatures, are summarized in the text below.  

The results of the pull-out test are presented in Figure 9. Both diagrams show pull-out 

measured by the X-axis’s potentiometer and the Y-axis’s corresponding force. Pull-out 

tests proved little cohesion between the HPC part of specimens and textile reinforcement 

 

 

4 The description of the elements tested and the interpretation of results were summarized based on the 

article  

Cohesion Test of a Single Impregnated Ar-Glass Roving in High-Performance Concrete [12]. 
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with a smooth surface. Therefore, all rovings without surface treatment were pulled out 

of their HPC matrix and did not reach force values as the specimens with the treated 

surface of the textile reinforcement. Figure 9b shows a detailed view focused on the 

results at the beginning of the pull-out tests (the maximum X-axis value was limited to 

100 µm). Specimens with treated textile reinforcement showed almost perfect bonding 

with the HPC. Therefore, all these specimens with surface treatment were broken before 

being pulled out. Finally, specimens with treated textile reinforcement showed better 

stability of the results because no sample shows significant deviations, as shown in Figure 

9b. 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 9:  Results of the cohesion test (pull-out diagram):  

(a) Difference between smooth and treated surface of the textile reinforcement; (b) 

Detailed view on the beginning of the pull-out test showing significant difference between 

smooth and treated textile reinforcement surface (limited X-axis). 

Based on the pull-out tests, bending strength was determined by four-point bending tests 

to verify the influence of the yarn surface treatment on the resulting bending capacity. 

The four-point bending test was performed on small plate specimens 100 × 360 × 18 mm3. 

Three variants with smooth surfaces and three with treated surfaces were manufactured. 

Plate specimens also differed in the total number of the textile reinforcements used. 

Detailed description of the specimens and the corresponding amount of the textile 

reinforcement is given in Table 7. 

Table 7: Description of the specimens for four-point bending tests. 

Variant [-] Number of layers [pcs] Number of yarns in one layer [pcs] 

A 2 5 

B 2 10 

C 4 10 
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In the case of specimens with two layers of textile reinforcement and five yarns in the 

layer (Variant A), the first sudden drop in force represents the formation of the first crack, 

creating a plastic joint, followed by an opening of the crack and tensile activation of the 

reinforcement. Similar behaviour was also observed for specimens of Variant B, with two 

layers of reinforcement and ten yarns in each layer. The load-bearing capacity of the 

specimen before the first crack initiation is given only by the HPC’s tensile strength 

without the reinforcement’s contribution. After the initiation of the first crack, the 

specimens with smooth reinforcement typically formed one additional crack, each under 

one of the loading supports, after which the smooth reinforcement started slipping. Their 

behaviour under pressure was typical for slightly reinforced concrete structures with wide 

cracks opening. The specimens with the treated reinforcement surface formed more 

narrow cracks due to significantly better cohesion between the reinforcement and HPC. 

The pull of yarns was not that significant, and much faster reinforcement activation led 

to multiple cracking, which is characteristic of structures with higher amounts of 

reinforcement. More significant behaviour was observed in the case of specimens with 

two layers of reinforcement with ten yarns in each layer (Variant B). A higher amount of 

reinforcement led to a higher maximum value of reached force compared to the specimens 

from Variant A. The activation of the surface-treated 2×10 reinforcement was much faster 

than in the case of its smooth counterpart. The specimens with the treated surface also 

show higher ultimate reached force while having lower displacement at the time of their 

collapse. An example of the results of Variant B from four-point bending tests is given in  

Figure 10. 

 
Figure 10: Example of the results from four-point bending test of specimens with 2×10 

tensile reinforcement with and without surface treatment 
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Contrarily, specimens of Variant C with four layers and ten yarns in each layer showed 

that the amount of reinforcement is so high in the cross-sectional area of the specimen 

that the curves look similar. The positive effect of the surface treatment of the composite 

textile reinforcement with fine-grained silica sand is much less significant than in 

specimens with less textile reinforcement (variants A and B). Therefore, it is necessary to 

consider the optimal amount of textile reinforcement [12].  

Establishing risk areas of textile-reinforced concrete at elevated temperatures5 

(Subobjective II) 

Based on the results from indicative fire tests [13], beam specimens were exposed to 

elevated temperatures, and a high risk of spalling was identified. Therefore, the first part 

investigated a change in mechanical properties (tensile and compressive strength) and the 

effect of different amounts of PP fibres in the concrete mixture. The residual strength was 

then compared with the reference specimens to determine the change in mechanical 

properties. 

Figure 11a shows a decreasing trend in tensile strength compared to the reference 

specimens and the specimens exposed to elevated temperatures. The same trend is 

described in EN 1992-1-2 [35], which also only considers the decrease in tensile strength 

at elevated temperatures. On the other hand, several studies describe the behaviour of 

HPC at elevated temperatures in terms of the change in mechanical properties and 

conclude that its strength is increasing. The increase in tensile strength occurs in the 

interval between 100–370 °C [42]. In this range of temperatures, we can monitor the 

maximal increase in tensile strength by around 15% at 220 °C. However, when the 

temperature interval is exceeded, there is a rapid decrease in tensile strength. This interval 

was exceeded for the experimental specimens, so the tensile strength decreased compared 

to the references. The temperatures measured were around 247 °C on the unexposed 

surface during the fire experiment. Due to that, the tensile strength of the samples was 

lower than the tensile strength at ambient temperatures because the most significant part 

 

 

5 The description of the elements tested and the interpretation of results were summarized based on the 

article  

Study of Behavior of Textile-Reinforced Concrete with Epoxy Resin Matrix in Fire [25].  
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of the specimens exceeded 370 °C. Therefore, the result was that tensile strength 

decreased approximately by 31%.   

In contrast to tensile strength, there is a different temperature interval where the 

compressive strength increases [42]. This is due to the fact that the fire exposure was not 

long enough to exceed critical temperature in a major part of the specimen’s body. 

Therefore, compressive strength is higher than the strength at a normal temperature, 

approximately by 22%. This behaviour was likely achieved by hydration of the remaining 

cement particle cores due to the evaporation of the free and partly also chemically bound 

water inside the specimens [43, 44]. The specimens were labelled as PP2, PP4, PP6 and 

PP8. The number in the series name corresponds to the amount of PP fibres used in the 

HPC mixture, i.e. PP2 – specimens with 2 kg·m-3 of PP fibres used in the HPC mixture, 

etc. 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 11:  Change in mechanical properties of HPC:  

(a) bending tensile strength; (b) compressive strength  

Note: For the PP2-specimens, the setting of the load force was too fast, and the press software 

could not evaluate the resulting bending tensile strength.  

In the next step, TRC plate specimens were tested at elevated temperatures. In contrast to 

the tests presented in [12], textile reinforcement from carbon was chosen instead of glass 

textile reinforcement due to its generally higher temperature resistance (see Table 1 and 

[21]). Based on the literature and material research, the epoxy resin matrix was identified 

as a critical part of TRC due to its low temperature resistance. This was confirmed on a 

series of test specimens exposed to the ISO 834 standard temperature/time curve [41]. In 

the case of test specimens without the addition of PP fibres, there was a massive spalling 

of the concrete covering layers and direct exposure of the textile reinforcement to the fire. 

As a result of direct exposure, all experimental specimens started burning on their surface. 
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The burning persisted for about 3.5 minutes even though the experiment was stopped by 

switching off the gas supply to the furnace burner (see Figure 12). 

 

Figure 12: Plate specimens without polypropylene fibres after the fire test   

Also, specimens with PP fibres started burning despite the fact that the addition of PP 

fibres in the HPC mixture efficiently prevented spalling of the covering layer. Thanks to 

eliminating the spalling of the specimens, thus maintaining their integrity, the burning 

was reduced to 2.0 minutes after the fire test ended. The burning was caused by the burn-

out of the PP fibres, which created a “pore bridge” and enabled the migration of the ER 

thermal decomposition products into the furnace where they were ignited, see Figure 13. 

In the follow-up visual analysis, it was evident that all of the ER matrices burned out in 

both specimen’s variant and created a cavity between the concrete and the tensile 

reinforcement. 

 

Figure 13: Plate specimens with polypropylene fibres during the fire test 

One of the causes of the ER burnout was the degradation of the textile reinforcement fibre 

and the resulting loss of bond between the HPC and the tensile reinforcement. In this case, 

only the reinforcement intersections (the overlap of fibre strings forming the mesh) could 

transmit the tensile tension. The absence of a textile reinforcement matrix significantly 

reduced load-bearing capacity, as shown in Figure 14. In the case of specimens exposed 
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to elevated temperatures, textile reinforcement was gradually pulled out due to the loss 

of interaction between materials. 

 

Figure 14: Comparison of the reference specimens and specimens exposed to fire  

Substitution of the flammable epoxy resin matrix6  

(Subobjective III) 

In response to the tests at elevated temperatures and the observed low temperature 

resistance of the synthetic matrix and its influence on the load-bearing capacity of the 

TRC [25], an alternative material of a textile reinforcement matrix was verified. Cement 

suspension from CEM 42.5 R and CEM 52.5 R was chosen as a non-combustion 

replacement material.  

Therefore, cement particles were imaged using confocal microscopy in the first part of 

the assessment. The distribution and size of the CEM 42.5 R and CEM 52.5 R particles 

were compared. The microscope photographs (see Figure 15) clearly show that CEM 52.5 

R had an overall better distribution in cement suspension, while CEM 42.5 R contained 

more particles bound together in what is known as floccules, which may cause a problem 

of insufficient carbon filament saturation in comparison to individual filaments diameter 

of which is equal to approximately 7–10 µm. The size distribution of the cement particles 

differed for the two types of cement. CEM 52.5 R had a median particle size of 301.5 μm2 

(corresponding to the mean value of the length of one side of 9.8 μm), while the median 

 

 

6 The description of the elements tested and the interpretation of results were summarized based on the 

article  

Use of Cement Suspension as an Alternative Matrix Material for Textile-Reinforced Concrete [6]. 
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particle size in CEM 42.5 R was 397.8 μm2 (which was 11.3 μm in length). When also 

considering the formation of floccules in CEM 42.5 R, the results indicate an overall 

poorer probability of deep carbon fibre saturation.  

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 15:  Microscope pictures of cement suspension:  

(a) CEM 42.5 R; (b) CEM 52.5 R. 

Next, the hypothesis was put to test that the penetration of carbon roving strongly depends 

on the cement type and saturation method. In total, five series were manufactured, each 

with a different type of saturation material and method of saturation. The resulting 

percentage of saturation for each variant is given in Figure 16. 

 

Figure 16:  Assessment of the microscopic analysis of textile reinforcement percentage 

saturation  
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It is apparent from the visual and microscopy analysis when comparing the different 

methods of saturation and different types of cement that the best results were obtained in 

the series A and B samples (pressure saturation method) in contrast to specimens from 

series C and D, where surface saturation method was used. Furthermore, the greatest 

saturation depth was reached in series B samples (CEM 52.5 R), supporting the 

hypothesis that smaller particles penetrate the roving better in addition to combination 

with pressure saturation. A microscopy investigation determined that both the size of 

cement particles and the method of pressure saturation increased the saturation of cement 

CEM 42.5 R by 22%. In contrast, the increase in saturation between experimental samples 

C and D was only 9%, where surface penetration was used. Unfortunately, the series E 

specimens (natural penetration of carbon roving of HPC mixture) turned out to have 

insufficient number of particles penetrating the yarn core. Most of the HPC mixture 

particles were on the surface of the carbon roving only, and the saturation was inadequate. 

The reason for the poor saturation of the carbon fibres with the concrete mixture was the 

size of the particles in the mixture in contrast to the size of the individual fibrils of the 

carbon yarn (7–10 μm). Therefore, the HPC particles could not reach the core of the 

carbon roving. 

The following mechanical test evaluation focused on verifying the influence of the 

cement suspension on performance by means of bending tests under four-point bending 

at ambient temperatures. Plate specimens with an epoxy resin textile reinforcement matrix 

were used as a reference to determine a change in mechanical properties, similar to [12]. 

Results from the mechanical analysis are given in Figure 17. 

 

Figure 17:  Evaluation of four-point bending tests of experimental specimens with 

different type of textile reinforcement matrix (pressure saturation) 
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Based on the results from the four-point bending tests, the textile reinforcement saturation 

with CEM 52.5 R proves to be a possible variant usable for replacing the combustible 

synthetic matrix of textile concrete. The tests performed confirmed the hypothesis that 

better mechanical behaviour occurs when a matrix with a smaller particle distribution is 

used. This was proven both on the basis of microscopic tests of cement suspension and 

fibre saturation in percent (Figure 15 and Figure 16) and on the basis of the results of 

mechanical tests presented in Figure 17. When the reference samples and series B 

specimens were compared (pressure saturation with CEM 52.5), it was clear that the 

specimens achieved approximately 30% efficiency of loading capacity compared to the 

reference specimens (specimens with ER matrix).  

Verification of the cement suspension at elevated temperatures7 

(Subobjective III) 

The mechanical tests were divided into two main test packages. In the first test package, 

specimens at ambient temperatures were tested, and results from mechanical tests served 

as a reference. In the second test package, specimens were exposed to a standard 

temperature curve according to EN 1363-1. For these specimens, residual bending 

strength was subsequently determined. For each test package, specimens with three 

different covering layers and two different HPC mixtures were created. The concrete 

mixtures differed in the presence of PP fibres whose amount was determined based on 

previous fire tests in [25]. 

The bending strength of all the reference specimens was determined by four-point 

bending tests. Based on these mechanical tests, the negative influence of PP fibres in the 

HPC mixture was observed, especially in case of specimens with textile reinforcement 

saturated with cement suspension. Concurrently, the maximum measured bending 

strength value was approximately 24% less than for specimens without PP fibres, see 

Figure 18a. In contrast, in test specimens with an epoxy resin matrix, no significant effect 

was observed of PP on the attained bending strength, as was the case for samples with a 

 

 

7 The description of the elements tested and the interpretation of results were summarized based on the 

article  

Experimental Evaluation of Carbon Reinforced TRC with Cement Suspension Matrix at Elevated 

Temperature [34]. 
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cement suspension matrix Figure 18b. Simultaneously, a different pattern of specimen 

failure can be observed. In specimens with a cement suspension matrix (Figure 18a), the 

reinforcing carbon yarns were pulled out, and no progressive collapse occurred. On the 

contrary, the specimens with epoxy resin matrix were broken after reaching the tensile 

strength of carbon reinforcement (Figure 18b).  

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 18: Bending strength of reference specimens with covering layer 0 mm:  

(a) specimens with cement suspension matrix; (b) specimens with epoxy resin matrix 

In the second test package, fire tests were performed. All specimens were mounted into 

the test furnace (see Figure 19a) and exposed to the standard temperature/time curve 

according to EN 1363-1. The temperature distribution in the furnace during the entire fire 

test is given in Figure 19b. A bigger difference between the actual measured gas 

temperature and the ISO temperature curve was observed between minutes 5 and 8. 

Nevertheless, the limits prescribed from minute 10 onwards were not exceeded. The 

individual temperature measured differs by a maximum of 45 K compared to ISO 834. 

For this reason, the temperature distribution in the test furnace was satisfactory for each 

fire test.  
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(a) (b) 

Figure 19: Instrumentation of the fire tests:  

(a) furnace for intermediate fire tests miniFUR; (b) average temperature distribution in 

the furnace during fire tests  

After fire exposure, the specimens with PP fibres added to the HPC mixture retained their 

integrity. However, all the specimens without PP fibres were destroyed due to the 

increased inner water vapour pressure and the closed pore structure of HPC in 

combination with the slender character of the specimens. Therefore, it was impossible to 

determine the residual bending strength of these specimens.  

Different behaviour was observed for specimens with epoxy and cement matrix based on 

the visual analysis of specimens directly after the fire exposure. In addition, different 

behaviour was observed for test specimens with the addition of PP fibres using various 

materials of the textile reinforcement matrix. For specimens with cement suspensions, 

spalling of concrete layers did not occur in any test. Only transverse cracks were observed 

because of the fire exposure. Similar behaviour was observed for specimens with an 

epoxy resin matrix and no covering layer (0 mm). The absence of spalling may be due to 

the reinforcing layer being placed near the fire-exposed surface of the specimen and 

allowing additional reinforcement against spalling and, at the same time, it may be due to 

the migration of the epoxy resin thermal decomposition product out from the test 

specimen. 

On the other hand, in the case of specimens with the epoxy resin matrix and covering 

layers of 5 mm and 10 mm, the separation of the entire area of the covering layers was 

observed. In most cases, the covering layers fell off, leaving the textile reinforcement 

exposed to fire. Therefore, it was not possible to determine the residual bending strength 
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for these specimens. After the fire exposure, based on the four-point bending tests, the 

residual bending strength of specimens exposed to elevated temperatures was determined. 

It was observed that the epoxy resin matrix completely burned out due to the direct fire 

exposure of the textile reinforcement or due to exceeding the ignition temperature of the 

epoxy resin when the covering layer did not spall.  

On the contrary, the cement matrix was partially damaged on the surface, and the 

interaction between materials remains undisturbed to a certain extent. The specimens with 

a cement suspension matrix tested at elevated temperatures showed a similar trend of 

bending strength capacity as the reference specimens (Figure 20a). The results show that 

these specimens did not incur a significant decrease in mechanical bending strength as in 

the case of samples with the epoxy resin matrix. This was caused by the better temperature 

resistance of the cement suspension matrix material. Due to temperature effects, the 

bending strength decreased by approximately 40%. Simultaneously, the cement 

suspension samples showed a significant increase in ductility. Higher ductility was caused 

by the gradual pull-out of the individual filaments of the carbon yarn during the whole 

mechanical test. In contrast to the specimens with an epoxy resin matrix, the textile 

reinforcement did not drop out during mechanical tests, and no progressive break 

occurred. 

In the tested specimens with an epoxy resin matrix, we observed a significant degradation 

of the epoxy resin due to the attained temperatures during the fire test. Therefore, a 

significant loss of mechanical properties of these specimens occurred (Figure 20b). 

During the fire tests, this matrix was burned out. Subsequently, the ability to homogenize 

the individual filaments in the textile yarn was infringed. In contrast to the reference 

specimens with an epoxy resin matrix, no progressive break occurred when the tensile 

strength of the textile reinforcement was reached. Specimens with the epoxy resin tensile 

reinforcement matrix exposed to elevated temperature were broken due to the pulling of 

the textile reinforcement or breakage due to absent interaction between the textile 

reinforcement and HPC – the textile reinforcement disengaged from HPC. 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 20:  Residual bending strength of specimens exposed to elevated temperatures with 

covering layer of 0 mm:  

(a) specimens with cement suspension matrix; (b) specimens with epoxy resin matrix 

Validation of conclusion at the real-scale fire tests8 

(Subobjective IV) 

The conclusions presented in Subobjective IV are based on a two-year research project 

called Karbeton-II [14]. The project’s main objective was to develop and verify the 

mechanical parameters of the TRC lightweight column structure [36, 37]. Moreover, the 

fire-resistance class of the manufactured load-bearing members was classified. The 

beginning of the development focused on the effective structural design, i.e. the shape 

and cross-section of the member, the amount of textile reinforcement and on determining 

the manufacturing procedure. In general, the research performed included other 

mechanical analysis, tests, investigations and design steps. However, this chapter presents 

selected analyses related to fire resistance and to the content of the thesis only. 

 

 

 

 

 

8 The description of the elements tested and the interpretation of results were summarized based on the final 

report for the Karbeton-II research project, TACR Zeta [45, 46]. 
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In the first part, the quantity of the material used for HPC mixture was optimized. 

Optimization aimed to achieve suitable mechanical parameters of HPC, i.e. compressive 

and tensile strength, modulus of elasticity and workability during the casting process. In 

the subsequent steps, the load-bearing capacity of the test specimens in the intermediate 

scale was tested. Then, based on the results, the most effective variant of textile 

reinforcement application was determined. The applied carbon textile reinforcement of 

the intermediate test specimen is given in Figure 21. 

  
  

(a) (b) 

Figure 21: Prepared textile reinforcement for specimen 100×100 mm2 with 4× ø4 mm 

CFRP rebars before HPC casting [14]:  

(a) Before application of the epoxy resin matrix; (b) cured carbon reinforcement with 

treated surface based on the results from Paper I 

Before the real-scale fire tests were carried out, an indicative fire test to verify the 

adherence of the selected fire-protection system was performed. Calcium-silicate boards 

[47] and gypsum plaster [48] were chosen as the fire protection systems. Since calcium-

silicate boards can be mounted without anchoring them to the protected member, the 

effect of adherence does not play a role in this case. Therefore, an indicative fire test was 

performed only with gypsum plaster directly applied to the member’s surface. In total, 

four specimens with treated member surface were created. Specimens for the unloaded 

indicative fire test had the shape of half of an axisymmetric column member designed for 

a real-scale test, shown in Figure 22.  
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Figure 22: One of the specimens with gypsum plaster for the indicative fire test  

In total, four different specimens with different surface treatment were created:  

• Variant A: without any surface treatment (a reference specimen);  

• Variant B: with surface treatment with Knauf Betokontakt adhesive bridge [49];  

• Variant C: with a Knauf Betokontakt adhesive bridge and steel mesh in the 

middle of the plaster layer (not anchored) [49]; 

• Variant D: with an adhesive bridge and steel mesh anchored by screws to the test 

specimen body [49].  

Based on the fire test, the adherence between HPC and gypsum plaster in Variants A and 

B was observed to be insufficient and enable the creation of a cavity between the plaster 

and the protected member. The fire-protection layer did not fall off only due to the 

absence of the applied load-protection layer. On the contrary, the use of steel 

reinforcement in the gypsum plaster, i.e. Variants C and D, prevented the formation of a 

cavity between the materials and reached a slightly better insulation ability which was 

also proved based on the measured temperatures at the first layer of textile reinforcement. 

Altogether, they have proven to be an effective protection. To prevent damaging the 

specimen due to the anchoring of the steel reinforcing mesh of the plaster layer, Variant 

C, with the mesh not anchored to the test specimen surface, was selected for the real-scale 

test. Specimens with gypsum plaster after the unloaded indicative fire test are shown in 

Figure 23. 
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(a) (b) 

  

(c) (d) 

Figure 23: Specimens with gypsum plaster with thickness 30  

mm after fire test:  

(a) Variant A: without any surface treatment (reference specimen);  

(b) with surface treatment with Knauf Betokontakt adhesive bridge;  

(c) with a Knauf Betokontakt adhesive bridge and steel mesh in the middle of the plaster 

layer (not anchored);  

(d) with an adhesive bridge and steel mesh anchored by screws to the test specimen 

body. 

The first experiment was performed on smaller test specimens for column design 

optimization. Based on those results, columns and their possible fire protection was 

designed and performed with the following tests of mechanical and fire resistance. 

Experiments will be focused on the fire resistance of columns because it is the biggest 

obstacle for application in civil engineering before its certification. 

Based on the individual analysis and tests performed, two real-scale columns with a 

height of h = 3000 mm, a cross-section of 250 × 250 mm2 and a wall thickness of 33 mm 

were created. Both specimens were intended for a fire-resistance test in an accredited fire 

laboratory. Both real-scale fire tests were performed according to EN 1365-4 [50]. Based 

on the structural design, the loaded force was determined as 1000 kN with an eccentricity 

of 10 mm from the central axis of the specimen. The load was applied by a hydraulic 
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furnace loading system 30 minutes before the test and maintained at constant levels 

throughout the entire test. The fire tests started after the deformation was stabilised. The 

test specimens before the fire tests are shown in Figure 24.  

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 24:  TRC column test specimens before the fire test with fire protection:  

(a) Calcium-silicate boards Promatect-H; (b) Gypsum plaster Knauf Vermiplaster 

For both specimens tested, the design temperature was not exceeded during the intended 

duration of the fire test of 60 minutes. In the case of the calcium-silicate board system, 

Promatect-H, a local opening of a horizontal joint between the boards occurred during the 

fire test (Figure 25a). However, even this breach of the fire-protection layer did not cause 

a significant increase in temperatures inside the test body. In the case of the gypsum 

plaster protection layer, the development of hairline cracks over the entire surface of the 

test specimen was observed. Moreover, local falling off of the protective material at the 

corners of the cross-section occurred (see Figure 25b).  



Chapter 4 – Methodology, results and discussion 

 

- 41 - 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 25:  Test specimens and the damaged fire-protection layer after the fire test: 

(a) Gypsum plaster Knauf Vermiplaster; (b) Calcium-silicate boards Promatect-H  

During the entire test, no cavity was formed between the fire-protection layer and the 

column body. The absence of the cavity was caused due to the additional reinforcement 

of the plaster layer with a thin steel grid, based on a series of indicative fire tests, which 

were performed before the real-scale tests [45, 46]. There was therefore no condensation 

of water vapour at the interface of the materials. The rise of  temperature on the first layer 

of the carbon reinforcement was almost linear throughout the entire duration of the fire 

test. Similar to the calcium-silicate board system, the critical design temperature was not 

exceeded. Therefore, the gypsum plaster also proved its insulation ability. For the 

temperatures measured on the first layer of textile reinforcement, see Table 8. 

Table 8: The temperature of the test specimens reached at the first layer of the textile 

reinforcement 

Fire protection 

system [-] 

Time [min] 

0 15 30 45 60 

Promatect-H 11 °C 13 °C 33 °C 63 °C 91 °C 

Vermiplaster 14 °C 33 °C 67 °C 89 °C 109 °C 

The column protected by the calcium-silicate board system did not exceed the limit value 

of the vertical compression deformation limit of C = 30 mm, determined as C = 
ℎ

1000
  mm, 

and the compression rate of deformation 
𝑑𝑐

𝑑𝑡
= 9 mm·min-1, determined as 

𝑑𝑐

𝑑𝑡
=  

3∙ℎ

1000
  

mm·min-1 throughout the entire fire test, was as determined based on [50]. The test was 
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terminated after reaching minute 120 of the test, during which the limit values of 

deformation were not exceeded. Although the temperatures at the end of the fire test 

exceeded the critical temperature (Tg) on the first layer of the textile reinforcement, the 

pressure load was dominant due to the small eccentricity. The column did not collapse 

even though the epoxy resin matrix of the textile reinforcement was degraded due to the 

temperature increase. For this reason, the fire resistance could be officially classified as 

R 120 [51]. On the other hand, in the case of the specimen with the gypsum plaster 

protection system, a local break at the top corner occurred during the test’s loading phase, 

see Figure 26.  

 

Figure 26:  Detail of local failure at the edge of the test specimen with Knauf Vermiplaster 

It was caused due to a manufacturing imperfection of the textile reinforcement. A 

probable reason was insufficient textile reinforcement matrix saturation at the column’s 

top corner, which could not transfer the transverse tensile forces without breaking during 

the load application. For this reason, applying adequate load was impossible and the entire 

fire test was without any load. Despite the absence of load, the fire test was carried out to 

observe the gypsum plaster’s insulating ability and a temperature increase in the 

specimen. The temperatures measured were subsequently compared with temperatures 

from the test specimens with a calcium-silicate protection board system. However, based 

on the temperatures measured (see Table 8), it can be assumed that if there had been no 

significant damage to the fire-protection layer due to the applied load, there would have 

been no collapse, and the column would have retained its load-bearing capacity for the 

planned 60 minutes. The fire test was terminated in the planned time of 60 minutes, but 

due to the absence of load, it was impossible to classify the corresponding fire resistance.
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5. CONCLUSIONS 

The presented research aims to improve the TRC slender structures’ behaviour exposed 

to elevated temperatures. This was achieved by performing a series of tests, including the 

findings from micro-scale tests (microscopic analysis, differential scanning calorimetry), 

intermediate-scale mechanical tests at ambient and elevated temperatures, and 

subsequently verified by real-scale fire tests on slender column structures with hollow 

sections. 

Determination of TRC initial mechanical parameters  

First of all, textile reinforcement in the form of a single impregnated textile yarn with a 

smooth and fine-grinned silica sand-treated surface was tested by pull-out tests [12]. The 

tests showed that in contrast to specimens with a smooth surface, the specimens with 

treated surfaces reached the maximum tensile stress values in the composite 

reinforcement (Figure 9).  

In the case of the test series with smooth surface yarn, it was observed that after the 

activation of the reinforcement at its full length, there was a very slow increase in force 

during the load application (Figure 9a). It was caused due to the deficient interaction 

between the textile reinforcement and HPC. The results imply that it is necessary to 

consider a larger anchorage length of the smooth composite reinforcement to provide a 

sufficient force transfer between materials.  

Compared to the results given in Figure 9b, specimens with the treated surface of carbon 

yarn reached significantly higher contact stiffness. The treated surface of the 

reinforcement prevented slipping in HPC during load application, and therefore all 

specimens were broken before the carbon yarn was pulled out. Moreover, the results from 

the specimens with treated textile reinforcement surfaces showed a more stable trend of 

force/displacement curves (Figure 9b and Figure 10). The use of textile reinforcement 

with a treated surface appeared to be a better variant for the final production of TRC 

reinforcement. 

Experimental evaluation of TRC risk areas at elevated temperatures 

Following the tests performed at elevated temperatures, spalling of concrete layers and 

loss of interaction between materials were identified as highly problematic risk areas of 

TRC exposed to fire. The HPC higher spalling risk is associated with a low porosity of 
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the hardened material in comparison to concretes with standard compressive strengths. 

However, this issue becomes more important in the case of slender load-bearing members 

because the spalling of concrete layers can significantly weaken the constructions, 

potentially compromising their load-bearing capacity.  

In the case of TRC, where the load-bearing wall of a structural member had a width of 

approximately 30 mm [22, 52], the spalling of concrete layers must be reduced. One 

possible solution to reduce the spalling of concrete layers is using polypropylene (PP) 

fibres in the HPC mixture. These fibres facilitate migration of water evaporation outside 

of the member and thus significantly reduce the risk of spalling [52]. Based on a series of 

several tests, the ideal amount of PP fibres in the HPC mixture was determined  

as 4 kg·m-3 [25]. Nevertheless, the presence of PP fibres in the HPC mixture leads to a 

decrease in the HPC mixture workability, which can lead to manufacturing imperfections. 

It was necessary to establish the right amount of PP fibres which would allow the casting 

of TRC without any manufacturing imperfections. 

Specimens with an epoxy resin matrix contributed to the development of fire regardless 

of the occurrence of the spalling of concrete layers, i.e. whether PP fibres are present or 

not in the HPC mixture, respectively (Figure 12 and Figure 13). In the case of specimens 

with an HPC mixture where PP fibres were present, spalling was eliminated, but the burnt 

PP fibres formed a “pore bridge”, which allowed the migration of the thermal 

decomposition products of the epoxy resin. These decomposition products subsequently 

started burning at the surface of the specimens (Figure 13). Although specimens with PP 

fibres kept their integrity, loss of cohesion between the materials was observed. It was 

caused due to the low temperature resistance of the epoxy resin matrix because, firstly, 

these decomposition products started burning after the matrix thermal degradation and, 

secondly, the cohesion between HPC and the textile reinforcement was completely lost, 

which was determined based on mechanical tests (Figure 14). The residual bending 

strength of the specimens without PP fibres was not determined due to the massive 

spalling out of the concrete layers. 

For further investigation, changes in the mechanical properties of HPC must also be 

considered. Based on the results of the mechanical tests, it was determined that the 

bending strength of HPC decreased by approximately 30% after exposure to elevated 

temperatures. On the contrary, the compressive strength increased by approximately 22% 

(Figure 11). The increase in HPC strength was experimentally demonstrated in [42, 44], 
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where the change in mechanical properties is associated with the temperature reached in 

the specimens. These experimental results contradict the conclusions of EN 1991-1-2 

[52], which considers the loss of mechanical properties only, i.e. tensile and compressive 

strengths. The increased HPC compressive strength may be associated with a particular 

HPC mixture. For this reason, it is necessary to experimentally determine the change in 

mechanical strength for each concrete mixture to allow the effective design of TRC 

structures.  

For the further design of TRC, it is essential to distinguish which type of construction is 

being assessed. The thesis particularly evaluates the use of TRC for columnar (vertical) 

structures, which are loaded primarily by pressure in combination with bending moment. 

Therefore, an increase in compressive strengths can contribute to load-bearing capacity 

of the member in the first part of the fire exposure. However, if TRC was used primarily 

for bent (horizontal) members, there would be a substantial loss of the concrete tensile 

strength. This could lead to under-reinforcement of the member and inappropriate 

structural design. In this case, it is necessary to consider the length of exposure to elevated 

temperatures, as all mechanical parameters may be reduced if the limit temperatures are 

exceeded. Otherwise, the procedure defined in EN 1991-1-2 [52] can be used, which only 

takes into account the decrease in the mechanical parameters of the HPC. 

Use of alternative matrix of textile reinforcement  

In response to the identified risk behaviour of synthetic resins at elevated temperatures, 

the use of non-flammable cement-based materials was verified. The aim was to propose 

a material alternative that would replace the flammable material in TRC and 

simultaneously achieve a suitable load-bearing capacity. Two different cement types were 

tested, CEM 42.5 and CEM 52.5, with two different penetration methods, i.e. surface 

saturation and pressure saturation. The microscopic tests revealed that CEM 52.5 has a 

higher quantity of smaller particles with an average size of 9 μm. This was in contrast to 

CEM 42.5, where the average size of particles reached approximately 16 μm (Figure 15) 

and particles’ flocculation was observed (Figure 15b). 

In the following mechanical tests, the ability of the textile reinforcement penetration by 

cement suspension and the related bending capacity was verified. This confirmed the 

assumption that materials with the most homogeneous structure possible were more 

suitable for achieving a higher degree of saturation in combination with the average size 

of the individual fibres in the bundle of textile reinforcement (Table 1). This trend was 
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also confirmed based on the results from the four-point bending tests (Figure 17). 

Furthermore, bending capacity was also linked to a percentage of saturation of the textile 

reinforcement which was defined based on the microscopy visual analysis in [6]. As part 

of the mechanical tests, two different HPC mixtures were assessed. The mixtures differed 

in the presence of PP fibres with the amount defined in [25]. However, according to 

Figure 18, it was figured out that the addition of PP fibres negatively affected the bending 

strength of the specimens with textile reinforcement and a cement suspension matrix. On 

the other hand, the presence of PP fibres had no reliable effect on the bending strength of 

the test specimens with epoxy resin. 

Mechanical parameters of the non-flammable matrix at elevated temperatures 

The suitability of cement suspension was also assessed at elevated temperatures (Figure 

20). The test specimens with a textile reinforcement matrix of cement suspension 

experienced a decrease in bending strength of approximately 40% compared to the 

reference specimens, and the contribution to fire development was successfully 

eliminated. The load-bearing capacity decrease was linked to the degradation of the 

mechanical properties of the HPC as well as of the cement suspension due to the fire 

exposure. Compared to that, specimens with a textile reinforcement matrix from epoxy 

resins de facto lost their ability of cohesion between the reinforcement and the HPC due 

to the thermal degradation of the resins. Pulping of the reinforcement was observed, and 

the ability to intermediate interaction between materials was lost. 

Real-scale tests of TRC  

Conclusions from the previous experimental works presented in [6, 12, 25, 34] were 

verified based on tests at elevated temperatures in a real scale. In total, two TRC real-

scale column specimens were created. For their manufacturing, the combination of HPC 

and carbon textile reinforcement impregnated with epoxy resin proved to be the best 

solution for structural member manufacturing. However, based on the conclusions from 

fire tests, risks were revealed, including restrictions on the use at elevated temperatures 

[13, 25, 34].  

For this reason, additional protection layers from calcium-silicate boards and gypsum 

plaster were designed to prevent unwanted rises in temperature in the member (Figure 

24). Based on the real-scale tests performed, the column structural member with a hollow 

section achieved fire resistance R 120 [51] with a fire protection layer from calcium-

silicate board systems with a thickness of 2 × 20 mm (Figure 25). Therefore, based on the 



Chapter 5 – Conclusions 

 

- 47 - 

experience with structural design and the officially determined fire-resistance class, the 

TRC column with a fire-protection layer could be used in civil engineering as the first 

example of this type of composite structural member.  

Unfortunately, the column specimen with a gypsum fire protection system was damaged 

at its top part during the load phase of the fire test (Figure 26), making it impossible to 

determine the fire-resistance class according to [50]. However, a satisfactory temperature 

increase was observed based on the measured temperature data and their comparison with 

the temperatures from the specimens with calcium-silicate boards. The top specimen 

corner was damaged, probably due to the local textile reinforcement weakening. 

Considering this issue, it is necessary to verify the amount of the textile reinforcement in 

critical areas, i.e. at the top and bottom of a structural member, as well as the saturation 

state level. This applies even to cases of epoxy resin reinforcement, although it commonly 

reaches sufficient saturation ability. Alternatively, a slight over-reinforcement at the top 

and bottom parts of the vertical structural member may be suitable.  

The tests performed focused on describing the behaviour of TRC exposed to fire. As a 

result, several problematic areas have been pointed out in order to be included in further 

assessment for use as a load-bearing construction material. In addition to the criteria 

necessary for the structural design, it is also essential to consider legislative restrictions 

that may apply to the combination of the materials used – especially flammable materials 

such as a synthetic resin matrix of textile reinforcement.  

Legislative restrictions address mainly the risk of epoxy resin contribution to the 

development of fire. For example, in the Czech Republic, structures with flammable 

components contributing to the development of fire are considered to be equivalent to 

wooden columns. Due to this classification, these structural members are subject to strict 

restrictions, and their further use is excluded, for example, in buildings higher than 9 m 

[53, 54]. For this reason, it is necessary to explore further material optimization, as strict 

restrictions could fundamentally limit the use of TRC in civil engineering if flammable 

materials are used. In conclusion, once the identified challenges are fixed, TRC can be 

included in the most traditionally used reinforced concrete load-bearing structures. 
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6. FUTURE WORK (OUTLOOK) 

Based on the work performed within this thesis framework, the following steps were 

suggested for further research, extending the knowledge about using TRC for load-

bearing structural members. Possible subsequent steps in developing the TRC are divided 

into the following subchapters: 

Determination of heat release rate of TRC  

In [25] it was demonstrated that the use of synthetic resins as a matrix of textile 

reinforcement could contribute to the development of fire (Figure 12). Therefore, based 

on the national requirements, e.g. in the Czech Republic or Germany, this type of structure 

can be limited due to the use of flammable parts as an important part of construction, i.e. 

the part which contributes to load-bearing capacity. In accordance with the standard 

restrictions, TRC columns may be considered as structural members equal to vertical 

structures from plain wood. Therefore, it is recommended that the total heat release rate 

(HRR) of TRC be determined by e.g. cone calorimetry tests according to ISO 5660 [55]. 

Then, reliable comparisons and classifications of TRC members will be possible based 

on the results of this analysis compared to other materials. 

Use of geopolymers as alternative matrix  

Based on the results of the alternative cement-based textile reinforcement matrix 

materials tested, it would be appropriate to identify materials that achieve better 

mechanical properties than the results presented in [6, 34]. As a possible alternative, the 

use of fly ash-based geopolymers could be relevant for further testing.   

It was found that the particle size of the applied matrix, in combination with the saturation 

method, affects the percentage of yarn saturation and the related mechanical properties. 

The geopolymer particle size is significantly smaller than cement particles. Moreover, 

geopolymers achieve excellent mechanical properties and temperature resistance [56]. 

Therefore, their use could be a way to substitute the combustible matrix of textile 

reinforcement while achieving better mechanical properties than cement suspension. 
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Use of intumescent coatings as an alternative fire protection  

In one part of the Karbeton II research project [14], column specimens were tested with 

an additional applied layer of fire protection from calcium-silicate boards with a thickness 

of 40 mm and gypsum plaster with a thickness of 30 mm and exposed to a standard 

temperature curve. Unfortunately, the thickness of the protection layers was equal to or 

greater than the load-bearing wall (33 mm) of the column with the hollow section. 

Intumescent coatings (ICs) could be a potential solution, as they reach thicknesses of 

approximately from 1 to 5 millimetres after application [38]. Thanks to this, it would be 

possible to preserve the subtle character of constructions and thus significantly save 

additional materials used to protect TRC structures.  

Real-scale fire test 

It is necessary to extend the performed tests package in real scale of TRC structural 

members, as well as to determine the failure principles of TRC. At the same time, use of 

another fire protection systems, e.g. reactive fire-protection systems or verification of 

alternative matrix materials from geopolymers or different types of cement suspensions, 

other than those described in [6, 34] is planned. However, based on the test data, the use 

of columnar real-scale specimens turns out to be less suitable due to the use of risky 

materials, i.e. materials with low temperature resistance in the position of the shear or 

bending reinforcement. Therefore, it would be appropriate to change the character of the 

test specimen from members that are primarily loaded by pressure (columns) to members 

that are loaded mainly by bending (beams). In this case, observing the effect of the 

degradation of the mechanical properties of the materials used at elevated temperatures 

would be more effective
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ABSTRACT 
The development of light and very thin concrete building structures and demand for 

extremely thin elements in design are inter alia reasons for the development of composite 
materials as non-traditional reinforcement. Composite materials are currently used as 
reinforcement mostly in the form of fiber reinforced polymer bars similar to traditional steel 
reinforcement bars, but the last decade sees also rise in the use of technical textiles. This article is 
focused on the interaction between impregnated textile reinforcement and high-performance 
concrete matrix and its easy determination using originally modified pullout test. The second aim of 
this article is improvement of interaction conditions between reinforcement and cementitious matrix 
using fine-grained silica sand applied on the surface of the composite reinforcement similarly to the 
traditional fiber reinforced polymer reinforcement with commonly used diameters. To investigate an 
effect of this modification a bending test was performed on small thin concrete slabs with different 
amounts of reinforcement. 

KEYWORDS 
Concrete, High performance concrete, Textile reinforcement, Cohesion, Interaction, Roving, 

Alkali resistant glass, Surface treatment 

INTRODUCTION 
Textile reinforced concrete (TRC) is a new composite material made of high-performance 

concrete (HPC) reinforced with technical textiles. The properties of this material are still intensively 
researched and its use is steadily growing. The basic principle is identical to the traditional steel 
reinforced concrete. HPC has great mechanical properties regarding compression and textile 
reinforcement has similarly good parameters in tension. With proper utilization of the HPC 
properties it is possible to use lesser amount of concrete in comparison with traditional concrete for 
elements with similar load-bearing capacity which in turn leads to more environmentally effective 
elements [1]. The technical textiles used as reinforcement are chemically resistant and non-
corrosive and these characteristics can be further improved by using epoxy resin or materials. The 
TRC elements therefore do not need as massive concrete cover of reinforcement as in the case of 
traditional reinforced concrete with steel reinforcement affected by corrosion. The most commonly 
used technical textiles as reinforcement are alkali-resistant glass, carbon, basalt and aramid. 

This article is focused on the interaction of impregnated textile reinforcement in HPC matrix 
and its easy determination using originally modified pull-out test. In addition, this experiment was 
supplemented by the bending test performed on thin slabs to further verify and test the different 
amounts of reinforcement in cross-sectional area. This issue is relatively thoroughly dealt with in 
the case of fiber reinforced polymer (FRP) reinforcement with conventional diameters. Testing 
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methods, interaction and methods for its improvement were already successfully proposed and 
measured. There are many articles and standards all around the world. Impregnated technical 
textiles using epoxy resin for homogenization are basically also FRP material with considerably 
smaller diameter, but standards for element design and the effect of interaction with the cement 
matrix have not been issued yet. There is also no standard with defined procedures to measure the 
interaction conditions. 

Some articles about the interaction conditions of textile reinforcement were already 
published. This article is focused only on impregnated technical textiles. Portal [2] states that there 
is no standard methodology for measurement and evaluation of the TRC pull-out test. The pull-out 
test was set by the Krüger [3] and Lorenz and Ortlepp [4] asymmetric test. In their experiment 
samples of 400 x 100 x 15 mm were reinforced using one layer of technical textile. Various 
anchoring lengths were selected for the characterization of interaction conditions and also the 
moment of breaking point of textile reinforcement in the sample [5]. 

Banholzer [6] developed a one-sided test that is used for detection of broken light-fiber 
filaments. A sample is manufactured with dimensions of 10 x 10 mm and length of 30 mm using 
epoxy resin with a bundle of fibers in the middle of this prism. The fibers inside are therefore 
sufficiently protected against the steel jaws of the testing machine. The sample with epoxy prism is 
then embedded into the concrete matrix with dimensions of 50 x 50 mm and length of also 30 mm. 
During the testing procedure the sample of reinforcement is pulled out of the concrete part using a 
supported steel plate with displacement speed of 0.1 mm/min until the maximum displacement of 
1.7 mm. 

Very interesting testing methodology is also described in [5] with whole fabrics, not a single 
roving. This case also includes the effect of PP and PVA fibers that are used during the weaving of 
technical textile for yarn joining. These fibrils connect the whole fabric before the process of 
impregnation. The principle is analogous to the previously described testing methodology with a 
single roving. A portion of technical textile is inserted into the HPC specimen during the concreting 
with free length of fabric to be fixed into the testing machine. The fabric fixed into the testing 
machine is then pulled out from the concrete specimen using a steel frame as a support for the 
concrete part. 

MATERIALS AND PREPARATION OF SPECIMENS 
Concrete 

The HPC mixture used in this experiment was developed at the Faculty of Civil 
Engineering, Czech Technical University in Prague (FCE CTU) for various applications [7]. This 
mixture was designed using mainly local sources of raw materials. It is a self-compacting fine-
grained concrete and its composition is presented in Table 1. The HPC mixture used in this 
experiment was without any types of fibers. Water cement ratio was 0.25 and the water binder ratio 
was 0.20 for this mixture. Compressive strength tested on cubes with sides of 100 mm was equal 
to 140.5 MPa according to the standard CSN EN 12390-3. Tensile strength while bending tested 
on beams with dimensions of 160 x 40 x 40 mm was equal to 15.4 MPa according to standard 
CSN EN 12390-5. The same HPC recipe has been also used for several applications and research 
activities at the CTU like waffle and solid experimental facade elements [8] or in [9], [10]. Using the 
same concrete mixture allows the results to be compared with each other during the continuous 
process of alternative reinforcement development. 
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Tab. 1 - High-performance concrete mix composition 
Component Unit HPC 

Cement I 42.5R [kg/m³] 680 

Technical silica sand [kg/m³] 960 

Silica flour [kg/m³] 325 

Silica fume [kg/m³] 175 

Superplasticizers [kg/m³] 29 

Water (12°C) [kg/m³] 171 

Total [kg/m³] 2340 

 

Composite reinforcement 
The technical textile reinforcement was produced from AR-glass fibers homogenized with 

epoxy resin. Rovings of AR-glass fibers were chosen from other types of technical textiles such as 
carbon, basalt or aramid due to the lower elasticity modulus, more visible interaction conditions 
and also due to economic aspects. Used rovings were from the company Cem-FIL® with a length 
weight (titer) of 2400 g/km (= 2400 tex), specific gravity of 2680 kg/m3, tensile strength of 
1700 MPa and modulus of elasticity of 72 GPa according to the technical data sheet. 

Epoxy resin SikaFloor-156 from the company Sika was used for the homogenization of the 
rovings. Basic parameters of pure resin are tensile strength in bending of 15 MPa and modulus of 
elasticity of 2.0 GPa. Specific gravity of the material is 1100 kg/m3 according to the technical data 
sheet. This resin has excellent penetrating properties due to its low viscosity and is therefore very 
suitable for roving homogenization. The epoxy resin accounted for about 65% of the cross-section 
of the impregnated roving due to the experimental manual nature of its production in the lab. 

Part of the textile reinforcement was produced with a smooth surface formed by the epoxy 
resin, while the other part was created with surface modification utilizing fine-grained silica sand. 
This surface treatment ensures better interaction conditions between composite reinforcement and 
the cementitious matrix and was inspired in surface modification of the FRP bars with higher 
diameter. The application of this type of surface treatment in the case of textile reinforcement was 
described by Shi-ping [11] and the suitable size of silica sand grains was defined by previous 
author’s research [12]. 

 

Specimen preparation 
The specimens were prepared for two types of experimental verification of the composite 

reinforcement performance. The first experiment designed for determination of basic material 
interaction conditions was a pull-out test performed with a single impregnated roving with smooth 
surface in comparison with a roving with surface treatment using fine-grained silica sand. The 
second experiment was a four-point bending test performed as the most common way of loading 
for TRC applications. Molds for all TRC specimens were prepared individually using a system of 
laminated chipboards. One mold was made for five identical specimens for the pull-out test and the 
other one for three TRC panels for the four-point bending test. 

The developed pull-out test method for single impregnated roving was originally inspired by 
American standard for testing of FRP reinforcements ACI 440.3R-03 “Guide test methods for fiber 
reinforced polymers (FRPs) for reinforcing or strengthening concrete structures” with modified 
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specimen dimensions. The concrete part of specimens had constant dimensions of 100 x 100 mm 
with thickness related to the composite reinforcement diameter. First experiments were performed 
with the thickness close to the mentioned ACI standard with respect to the ratio to the other two 
dimensions, so the first thickness was 100 mm [13]. Especially in the case of single thin 
impregnated roving with the surface treatment the composite roving was usually broken before the 
start of slipping along the cementitious matrix. That leads to the thickness optimization using easy 
calculations. The resulting optimal thickness of the specimens for the used AR-glass roving 
2400 tex with the diameter of approximately 2.0 mm was calculated to 20 mm. 

The single roving homogenized by epoxy resin was fixed in the middle of the mold before 
the concreting of HPC part. A small cone made of silicone was installed on the composite roving 
inside the mold on the side where the composite reinforcement was fixed in the testing machine to 
prevent pulling of a shear cone from the HPC during the test procedure. This HPC shear cone 
would negatively affect results and cause skips on the measured curve. The anchoring length of 
each single impregnated roving was measured as the length of the roving inside a mold before 
concreting without the silicone cone. This length was also controlled after the pull-out test was 
performed by breaking of the HPC part and measuring the actual length. Mold was not treated with 
a demolding oil to prevent the contamination of the surface of the composite reinforcement. 

The side of composite reinforcement fixed in testing machine was provided with epoxy 
sleeve enveloping it. Composite reinforcement has high tensile strength but is very fragile, so the 
epoxy sleeves were there to prevent damage of the impregnated rovings due to them being fixed in 
the testing machine. The epoxy sleeves replaced previously used steel ones [14], which made 
preparation of the specimens and manipulation with them much easier. 

After initial preparations, the concreting was performed using self-consolidating HPC. The 
preparation of specimens is presented in Figure 1. Altogether 12 specimens were prepared - 6 
specimens with the smooth surface and 6 specimens with the surface modification using fine-
grained silica sand. The surface modification is visible in Figure 1. 

 

   
Fig. 1 – Specimens preparation for the pull-out test. 

 
Specimens for the four-point bending test were prepared in the form of small slabs with the 

dimensions of 100 x 360 x 18 mm. Reinforcement grids made of the impregnated AR-glass rovings 
were prepared in two different densities with 5 and 10 rovings per 100 mm specimen width and 
were cut to fit the intended specimen dimensions. The slabs were prepared in three variants. One 
with two 5 roving layers (2x5), second with two 10 roving layers (2x10) and third with four 10 roving 
layers (4x10). The last variant represents the maximum amount of textile reinforcement that 
allowed for proper concrete distribution throughout the specimens. All variants were prepared with 
a smooth surface and also with a surface modification, three specimens for each variant. 
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The casting process was performed layer by layer. That means a layer of HPC with a controlled 
thickness to ensure the proper concrete cover, then a TR was inserted, then a middle portion of 
HPC, another TR, and an upper layer of HPC in the case of specimens with two reinforcement 
grids and similarly in the case with four. The concrete cover layer was designed with a thickness of 
4 mm and due to the chosen concreting process, no spacers were used. Specimens were not 
vibrated to prevent movement of the composite reinforcement to the HPC surface, the concrete 
HPC mixture was self-consolidating as mentioned above. The preparation of the specimens for the 
flexural test is presented in Figure 2. 
 

   
Fig. 2 – Specimens preparation for the four-point bending test. 

 
All specimens were demolded one day after the casting process and were stored in 

constant conditions for another 27 days. The panels were stored in water tank and constant 
temperature of 22 °C. The specimens created for pull-out test were placed in air-conditioned 
environment with constant humidity of 60%. Dimensions and weight of the specimens were 
measured before testing. 

EXPERIMENTS 
Cohesion test 

The developed pull-out method was focused on the complete curve of bond behaviour with 
a simple interpretation and application of results in the field of science as well as in the field of 
engineering and structures designing. As mentioned above this method was inspired by the ACI 
440.3R-03 standard, but specimen dimensions were modified due to the small cross-sectional area 
of the composite reinforcement in comparison with traditional FRP reinforcement. Other aspects of 
the test set up were very similar to the traditional FRP cohesion test. Epoxy sleeves were installed 
only on one side of the rovings because of the safe and stable fixing to the testing machine without 
any damages to the roving filaments. Concrete part had constant dimensions of 100 x 100 mm and 
optimized thickness of 20 mm for single AR-glass impregnated roving with titer 2400 tex in this 
experiment. A view of the developed testing set up inspired by ACI standard is presented in 
Figure 3. 
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Fig. 3 – Basic scheme of own developed pull out test method inspired by ACI standard and picture 

of the actual setup. 
 

Time, force, crosshead displacement and pull-out of the reinforcement were measured 
during the test procedure inspired by the ACI standard for a simple and direct determination of 
bond behaviour. Pull-out was measured on the free end of the impregnated roving by a 
potentiometer. The concrete part was equipped with a steel element made precisely by a lathe 
attached to the concrete by epoxy resin and the potentiometer was fixed in this steel part by a bolt. 
A circular rigid steel plate was similarly attached at the free end of the reinforcement which 
protruded from the concrete part by approximately 20 mm to provide stable contact area for the 
potentiometer. Considering the steel plate, the maximum theoretical pull-out value was around 15 
mm. Detailed view of the potentiometer and its fixing on the HPC part is presented in Figure 4. The 
speed of loading was constant at 2.0 mm/min according to the prescribed tensile stress increment 
of approximately 2.0 MPa/s in ACI 440.3R-03 standard. 

   
Fig. 4 – Detailed view of the bottom part of the concrete specimen with installed potentiometer and 

support constructions for the pull-out values measurement. 
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The results of the pull-out test are presented in Figure 5 and Figure 6 in the form of two 
graphs. Both graphs show pull out measured by the potentiometer on the X axis and 
corresponding force on the Y axis. Figure 5 shows overall comparison of specimens with smooth 
composite reinforcement and those with the surface treatment made of fine-grained silica sand. 
The test proved that there was little cohesion between HPC matrix and composite reinforcement 
with smooth surface as all rovings without surface treatment were pulled out of their HPC matrix. 
Figure 6 presents more detailed view focused on the specimens with impregnated rovings treated 
with fine-grained silica sand which showed almost perfect bonding with the HPC matrix. All 
impregnated rovings with surface treatment were broken before they could be pulled out. Another 
advantage of the surface treatment of the reinforcement is the stability of the results because no 
sample shows significant deviations as shown in Figure 6. Also, the maximum tensile strength of 
the impregnated rovings was without any negative caused by the embedded grains of silica sand. 
The presented curves of pull-out can be used for example for non-linear numerical modelling of 
crack development and crack opening of TRC elements using analytical methods or other 
numerical software. 

 
Fig. 5 – Results of pull-out test presented in the form of force – pull-out diagram using data from 

the testing machine and potentiometer showing rapid difference between the smooth surface and 
specimens with the surface modification. 

 

 
Fig. 6 – Results of pull-out test presented in the form of force – pull-out diagram using data from 
the testing machine and potentiometer. Detailed view on the beginning of the pull-out test with 

limited X axis showing rapid difference between the smooth and treated surface. 
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Four-point bending test 
The four-point bending test was performed on small slabs with dimensions of 100 x 360 mm 

with constant thickness of 18 mm. Concrete cover of the composite reinforcement was designed to 
only 4 mm and was achieved by controlled application of HPC layers. The specimens were not 
vibrated to prevent the reinforcement movement to the HPC surface due to the lower density of the 
composite reinforcement compared to HPC. Three specimens were created for each group with 
the same designed amount of reinforcement. Six sets of samples were prepared in total. 

Three variants with smooth surface and three with surface treatment using fine-grained 
silica sand were created. The first group contained two identical layers of composite reinforcement. 
One layer had 5 parallel impregnated rovings in the longitudinal direction with grid spacing of 
22 mm. Grid spacing of rovings in transverse direction was 24 mm. The second group was also 
made with two identical layers of pre-prepared textile reinforcement but with 10 impregnated 
rovings in longitudinal direction spaced 10 mm from each other. The last third group of specimens 
was made with four layers of reinforcement with 10 impregnated rovings in longitudinal direction 
similar to the previous group. This combination of 4 layers with 10 rovings in each layer was the 
maximum possible amount of composite reinforcement for these specimen dimensions and 
composite reinforcement production technology, especially for the specimens with surface 
treatment. A view of the test setup and typical crack development is shown in Figure 7. 
 

   
Fig. 7 – Typical crack development of 2x5 reinforcement with smooth surface on the left and 4x10 

reinforcement treated with fine-grained silica sand on the right side. 
 
Testing was performed with axial distance of supports of 300 mm and 100 mm in the case 

of loading supports. All supports had curvature with 15 mm radius. Monitored parameters during 
the testing procedure were magnitude of the reaction on the load cell and displacement of 
crosshead of the testing machine. Four-point bending test was performed on MTS 100 testing 
machine with controlled constant load increment of 2.0 mm per minute [12], [15], [16]. 

The results are presented in Figure 8, Figure 9 and Figure 10 in the form of force – 
displacement graph, because presentation of flexural stress on the y axis in not relevant after the 
initiation of the first crack in the HPC part despite the fact that it is commonly used. Always two 
graphs are presented side by side where the left side represents specimens with smooth 
composite reinforcement and the right side represents specimens with composite reinforcement 
with surface treatment. 

Specimens with only two layers of textile reinforcement with five rovings in each layer are 
shown in Figure 8. The first sudden drop on the curve represents the formation of the first crack, 
creating a plastic joint, followed by an opening of the crack and an activation of the reinforcement. 
The load-bearing capacity of the specimen before the first crack initiation is given only by the 
tensile strength of the concrete without the contribution of the reinforcement. The small difference 
in this value between the samples with smooth reinforcement on the left and the samples with 
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surface treated reinforcement on the right is due to a slight inconsistency in specimen thickness 
which varied from the intended 18 mm. 

After the initiation of the first crack the specimens with smooth reinforcement typically 
formed one additional crack, each under one of the loading supports, after which the smooth 
reinforcement started slipping. Their behaviour under pressure was typical for a slightly reinforced 
concrete structures with wide cracks opening. The specimens with the surface treated 
reinforcement formed multiple more narrow cracks, due to significantly better interaction conditions 
between reinforcement and cementitious matrix. The pull-out was not that significant and much 
faster reinforcement activation lead to the multiple cracking, which is characteristic for structures 
with higher amount of reinforcement [12], [16]. 

 
Fig. 8 – Force – displacement curves from the four-point bending test of specimens reinforced with 

2x5 impregnated rovings with and without surface modification. 
 

Very similar trend is presented in Figure 9 in the case of more heavily reinforced specimens 
with 10 rovings in each layer of reinforcement. Higher amount of reinforcement logically led to the 
higher maximum value of reached force in comparison to the specimens with 2x5 reinforcement. 
The specimens with smooth reinforcement on the left side show similar crack development as the 
specimens in Figure 8 on the right side with 2x5 reinforcement treated with fine-grained silica sand. 
The activation of surface treated 2x10 reinforcement is again much faster than in the case of its 
smooth counter-part. The specimens with surface modification also show higher ultimate reached 
force while also having lower displacement in the time of their collapse. 

Figure 10 shows that the amount of reinforcement is so high in the cross-sectional area of 
the specimen that curves look more or less similar. The positive effect of the surface modification 
of composite textile reinforcement with fine-grained silica sand is much less significant in 
comparison with Figure 8 and Figure 9. 

 
Fig. 9 – Force – displacement curves from the four-point bending test of specimens reinforced with 

2x10 impregnated rovings with and without surface modification. 
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Fig. 10 – Force – displacement curves from the four-point bending test of specimens reinforced 

with 4x10 impregnated rovings with and without surface modification. 

CONCLUSION 
During the testing procedure of the own developed pull-out test method, the composite 

textile reinforcement in the form of a single impregnated roving with surface treatment made with 
fine-grained silica sand reached the maximum values of tensile stress in the composite 
reinforcement corresponding to the results of tensile test presented in a previous research. That 
means that the surface treatment using fine-grained silica sand has no significant negative effect 
on the tensile strength of the impregnated roving. The impregnated individual rovings were in most 
cases damaged (in the case of impregnated rovings with smooth surface after significant pull-out) 
where they were in contact with the surrounding HPC prism due to the fact that the reinforcement 
was pressed by the irregular contact area of the HPC during the process of reinforcement 
activation. The fibers near the surface of the textile reinforcement were therefore subjected to 
higher tensile stress, which leads to the weakening of the reinforcement and subsequent breaking 
of the roving in this area. Epoxy resin impregnation of the individual rovings however provides 
sufficient protection of AR-glass fibers in HPC matrix from premature damage for both smooth and 
modified reinforcement. The HPC part of tested specimens showed no signs of damage. 

The difference between specimens with and without surface treatment is also clearly 
visible. The curves representing typical samples with smooth surfaces show a rapid pull-out of the 
reinforcement from the part of the HPC sample with higher pull-out values and lower corresponding 
force. After activation of the reinforcement in its full length, there is a very slow increase in force 
during the loading process due to poor interaction of both materials. This result signifies the need 
of large anchorage length of the smooth composite reinforcement required for the load transfer in 
the actual TRC element. The curves representing typical samples with surface modification provide 
much better results with higher contact stiffness. Grains of fine silica sand allow almost no slipping 
due to the high surface roughness. 

The contact area of the reinforcement and cementitious matrix is constant in this method, 
due to the composite reinforcement passing completely trough the HPC prism. The pull-out is 
measured by a potentiometer placed on the free end of the reinforcement protruding from the HPC 
prism which ensures activation of the reinforcement in its whole length. 

Textile reinforcement with surface treatment provides significantly better results regarding 
the crack formation and development as was also demonstrated by flexural bending test performed 
on small slabs using different variants and amounts of composite textile reinforcement. Better 
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bonding conditions lead to a very short anchorage length for reinforcement activation without a 
significant loss of force due to the loading process controlled by constant increment of 
displacement. The ultimate bending strength was also a little higher. The most visible difference in 
the results is at the beginning of the curve during the process of reinforcement activation in the 
case of 2x10 impregnated rovings with smooth surface and with surface treatment. The surface 
treatment is therefore very effective and can also have economic benefits by saving reinforcement 
material. 

It is also obvious from the presented figures that with a higher amount of textile 
reinforcement a bending behaviour similar to that of elements made of traditional materials and 
with traditional diameters of reinforcement can be achieved. This means that after the first initiation 
of cracks, there is no massive opening of cracks. This effect was achieved with a roving material 
made of alkali-resistant glass, which has a modulus of elasticity slightly higher than the HPC used. 
After impregnation with epoxy resin, the composite reinforcement as a whole even has a similar 
modulus of elasticity. It explains why such a large amount of composite reinforcement was needed 
to achieve those results during the bending test. 
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Abstract. Textile-reinforced concrete is currently most frequently used for non-load–
bearing structures, but there is a vision for also using it in load–bearing construction
elements. In recent years, this construction material has been subjected to detailed

examination. Different combinations of materials for potential use in textile-rein-
forced concrete have been described. These differ in the type of concrete mix and the
composition of the textile reinforcement. The aim of this work is to test the applica-

tion of a specific textile-reinforced concrete, consisting of high-performance concrete,
textile reinforcement from carbon fibers and its epoxy resin matrix, at an elevated
temperature. The combination of these materials makes it possible to produce subtle

load–bearing structures with excellent mechanical properties. The critical issue is the
behavior of these structures when exposed to fire. A series of medium-scale fire con-
dition experiments were carried out with a temperature load based on the ISO 834
curve, followed up by mechanical tests. The aim of these experiments was to describe

critical areas of textile-reinforced concrete in fire and to propose possible solutions.
In an indicative fire experiment, experimental samples displayed massive spall of con-
crete layers, and interaction between materials was lost due to the low temperature

resistance of the epoxy resin. Concurrently, the optimal quantity of polypropylene
fibers was experimentally determined. This paper presents an experimental demon-
stration of the problematic aspects of textile-reinforced concrete and subsequent rec-

ommendations for future work with practical application in the design of load–
bearing structures.

Keywords: Textile-reinforced concrete, High-performance concrete, Carbon fibers, Epoxy resin,

Load–bearing structures, Fire

1. Introduction

The construction of buildings is currently evolving due to the more frequent use
of alternative materials, increased visual quality and architectural design of struc-
tures. At the same time, importance is being placed on sustainability in civil engi-
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neering, especially reducing the materials used with respect to their carbon foot-
print. This means maximizing performance and saving primary raw material
resources. Therefore, alternative composite materials with excellent material prop-
erties are being used more frequently. This fact is followed by several studies
which have characterized the environmental impact of the new composite materi-
als. These studies describe the life cycle cost and environmental impact, especially
for structures from HPC [1, 2] or particularly from TRC [3]. Based on the find-
ings from these studies, materials with higher mechanical qualities achieve lower
environmental impact values, primarily because of their efficiency and saving of
material. From the point of view of textile reinforcement, it is appropriate to use
either basalt or carbon fibers since basalt fibers need much less energy for their
production than other textile materials. Finally, the environmental impact and
carbon footprint of carbon fibers is the lowest of all the alternatives [4] in com-
parison with other materials.

This work describes the development of a composite material based on HPC
and textile reinforcement, i.e. textile-reinforced concrete (TRC). The material pre-
sented in this paper was developed at the Czech Technical University (CTU) in
Prague, Faculty of Civil Engineering, and at the University Center for Energy
Efficient Buildings (UCEEB) at CTU in Prague. In general, TRC is a combination
of high-performance concrete and textile reinforcement with a matrix most fre-
quently consisting of synthetic resins. Thanks to the outstanding mechanical quali-
ties of the material, it is possible to realize subtle constructions or constructions
with non-standard shapes as shell structures, or thin-walled structures (Fig. 1) [5–
7]. TRC was by far the most frequently used material for non-load–bearing struc-
tures such as facade panels or design members [8]. Currently, several studies
describe possible ways for using TRC in load–bearing structures. One of the
advantages of TRC as a material for load–bearing structures is its flexible textile
reinforcement. Owing to the high resistance of the textile reinforcement to atmo-
spheric corrosion, it is possible to consider the covering layer of TRC only with
respect to the interaction between materials. Therefore, it is possible to propose a

Figure 1. Example of the reinforcement mesh and structures made
out of TRC: (a) carbon fiber reinforcement in the form of an L-angle
with impregnation from the epoxy resin; (b) example of non-load–
bearing structures made out of textile-reinforced concrete.
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covering layer of around 5–10 mm [9], which is quite different from the situation
for traditional reinforced concrete. At the same time, the realization process, e.g.
the HPC production method or the covering layer guarantee, is extremely difficult
and therefore is this construction material is intended exclusively for prefabrica-
tion [10, 11]. However, for further development of TRC it is necessary to achieve
a deeper understanding based on basic research, which should proceed alongside
assessment of TRC on the effects at elevated temperatures.

With this combination of materials, it is necessary to consider the behavior of
the individual components exposed to elevated temperatures. The behavior of
TRC at elevated temperatures has been described in several studies that dealt with
temperatures ranging around 700�C [12–14]. Due to the standard temperatures
during fire (exceeding 1000�C), it is necessary to investigate such situations, espe-
cially when TRC contains flammable materials in the textile reinforcement matrix.
For future research at elevated temperatures, it is appropriate to focus on experi-
ments where the experimental samples shall be loaded according to the standard
temperature curve ISO 834 as per [15].

In general, the design of load–bearing structures impacted by fire is driven by
maintaining their mechanical properties for the required time of fire resistance.
This means that the construction element should not be deformed over the load–
bearing capacity limit of the structure, or even collapse during the fire. If the
structural element has not only a load–bearing but also a fire-separating function,
it must at the same time retain its integrity and insulating ability [16]. Generally,
structures which are loaded only in compression do not exist due to the imperfec-
tion of the structure. Therefore for bend structures, it is necessary to ensure the
transfer of tensile tension generating the bending moments (see Fig. 2) by which
the bend structures are dominantly loaded. This is especially the case of subtle
structural elements. If this capability fails, progressive collapse of the structure
occurs, due to the absence of yield strength of the carbon material. This must be
avoided in designing load–bearing structures.

For a TRC structure made from high-performance concrete (HPC) and textile
reinforcement with epoxy resin (ER) matrix, the structure is significantly weaker if
the interaction between the tensile reinforcement (carbon fiber) and HPC is
impaired. The interaction is provided by the textile reinforcement matrix, which
enables the activation of all fibers (homogenization) in the carbon yarn and thus
allows the use of the entire tensile capacity. The temperature limit (where the total
loss of interaction between materials occurs) is the so-called glass transition tem-
perature. This is the temperature where the elastic modulus rapidly decreases, and
the deformation sharply increases (see Fig. 3).

Therefore, it is necessary to prevent the temperature increase over the ER glass-
transition temperature value. Traditional reinforced concrete structures (with steel
reinforcement) have a covering layer in the range of 10 to 40 mm, serving primar-
ily as a protection against atmospheric corrosion. In comparison, textile reinforce-
ment has excellent resistance to atmospheric corrosion. Therefore, it is possible to
design TRC construction elements only with respect to the interaction between
materials, thus minimizing the covering layer to 5–10 mm [9]. However, these
solutions negatively affect the temperature resistance of the overall TRC structure
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because this cover layer does not provide sufficient protection of ER from ele-
vated temperatures.

For the development of TRC, HPC has been used, having better standard
mechanical properties. HPC is used for its compressive strength, better workabil-
ity, modulus of elasticity and waterproofing properties. Production of HPC is pos-
sible by using plasticizers, which enable use of less water during preparation and

Figure 2. Bending moment loading of a bend structure (column)
[17].

Figure 3. Epoxy resin phase states [18].
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thus achieve higher compressive strength. Because less water has been used in the
concrete mixture, the final hardened construction element has significantly lower
porosity, with greater compressive strength.

From the point of view of fire resistance, HPCs [19] have worse fire resistance
compared to standard concrete. It is primarily impacted by the absence of pores
caused by the small water coefficient. As a result, HPC is not able to provide
migration of water vapor pressure through the pores to the external environment.
The absence of pores can be substituted by adding polypropylene (PP) fibers to
the concrete mixture. These fibers evaporate at a relatively low temperatures
(170�C, according to [20]) and allow water vapor to migrate out of the concrete
structure. Despite some negative aspects, HPC is still one of the best variants for
subtle TRC construction elements. However, it is necessary to consider its behav-
ior at elevated temperatures during the design.

2. Methods and Materials

In this chapter, the test samples used in experiments are described. The mechani-
cal properties of materials are also described, including the procedure of experi-
mental sample preparation.

2.1. Test Samples and Materials Used

Two variants of the experimental samples for exposure to elevated temperatures
were prepared. The first variant was a beam with dimensions of
40 9 40 9 160 mm for the standard bending and compression tests according to
the standard of [20, 21] without textile reinforcement. The second variant was a
plate designed with dimensions of 100 9 18 9 360 mm and provided with two
layers of textile reinforcement. For the following thermal analysis, wire thermo-
couples were placed inside the samples, near to the exposed side of the samples
(for more details see Fig. 4).

The standard beam and plate samples according to [20, 21] were used in our
experiments. The samples were tested for changes in their mechanical properties:

� without exposure to elevated temperatures—reference
� following exposure to elevated temperatures—ISO 834 for 15 and 30 min

The HPC mixture used for the preparation of experimental samples was devel-
oped for different applications under previous research projects at CTU in Prague
[23]. The quantities of each material in the concrete mixture are described in
Table 1. The production of HPC was carried out according to the prescribed pro-
cedure, where the cured concrete has the following material properties:

� Compressive strength 115.0 MPa
� Tensile strength 11.5 MPa
� Modulus of elasticity 49.5 GPa
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For the preparation of TRC samples, tensile reinforcement of carbon fibers was
used. Fibers were impregnated with epoxy resin—a commercially available pro-
duct named Solidian GRID Q142/142-CCE-25XYZ. All necessary material proper-
ties are described in Table 2.

Each of the experimental samples has been conditioned for 28 days in a lime-
water bath according to [25]. After this time, fire experiments were performed.

Figure 4. Axonometry and cross section of experimental samples and
position of reinforcement mesh: (a) experimental plate sample of TRC;
(b) experimental sample from HPC. Note: During the fire experiment,
the temperature on the unexposed side was measured as well—in the
picture, the position of the thermocouple on the unexposed side was
not described.

Table 1
Mixture of HPC [23]

Mix content Quantity (kg m-3)

Cement I 42, 5R 680

Silica sand 960

Silica flour (ground quartz) 325

Silica fume (microsilica) 175

Superplasticizer 29

Water 171

Total 2420
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2.2. Fire Exposure

The fire experiments were performed in a mobile fire furnace called miniFUR
developed by FireLAB at the University Center for Energy Efficient Buildings,
CTU in Prague. The furnace serves for medium-scale experiments and can achieve
the temperature curve according to ISO 834 (see Fig. 6). The furnace is heated
with cement-fiber boards and has a steel load–bearing structure. Ventilation of the
furnace is ensured naturally, with two air inlets at the bottom of the furnace and
two exhaust vents. The required temperature is achieved by burning of propane
2.5 with a net calorific value of 46.4 MJ kg-1 (according to the technical data-
sheet of the propane), distributed through a 300 9 100 9 100 mm gas burner
located in the central axis of the furnace (see Fig. 5).

For monitoring and adjusting the course of temperature, we have installed eight
thermocouples. Four are placed under the ceiling of the furnace and four above

Table 2
Material Properties of Carbon Mesh Used [24]

Geometry textile reinforcement

Yarn material Carbon –

Impregnation material Epoxy resin –

Yarn axis distance 25 mm

Cross-section of the strand 3.62 mm2

Cross-section of the reinforcement 142 mm2 m-1

Material properties

Tensile strength of the yarn > 4.0 N mm-2

Resisting force 440 kN m-1

Modulus of elasticity > 220.0 N mm-2

Figure 5. Position of gas burner and thermocouples in the fire
furnace burning space: (a) plan view of the furnace; (b) cross-section
through the furnace center.

Study of Behavior of Textile-Reinforced... 59



the floor (see Fig. 5). The reproducibility of the fire experiments showed that it is
possible to repeatedly achieve temperatures in the burning space of the furnace
near the ISO 834 temperature curve [16] for up to 45 min (see Fig. 6).

The ISO 834 exposure was selected since it represents the standard thermal
exposure during fire resistance tests. Other heating regimes were also considered.
The use of the standard ISO 834 temperature curve allowed observation of the
onset and extent of spalling, which becomes more severe with steeper temperature
increases in the initial phases of heating, when the sample is at or close to room
temperature.

The experimental samples were always placed in the upper part of the furnace,
where the highest gas temperature is achieved. The samples were attached to the
front walls made from aerated concrete blocks with a thickness of 100 mm (see
Fig. 7). The space between the concrete wall and the experimental samples was fil-
led with slightly expanding sealant. This sealant prevents exposure of samples to
heat from more than one side.

2.3. General Description of Performed Mechanical Tests

The experimental samples were left to cool for 24 h after the fire experiment. The
cooling process was not recorded. When the temperature of the samples was stabi-
lized, the mechanical compression and tensile tests were carried out according to
[21, 22]. All these mechanical tests were compared with reference samples to
observe the change in mechanical properties.

2.3.1. Bending Tensile Strength (Three-Point Bending) Bending tensile strength
was determined on beam samples with dimensions of 40 9 40 9 160 mm. In the
next step, the tensile strength was calculated using the formula

fcf ¼ 3 � Ft � l
2 � d1 � d22
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Figure 6. Temperature curve in the burning space during the fire
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60 Fire Technology 2022



where fcf represents bending tensile strength [MPa], l distance between supports
[mm] and d1 and d2 represent the width of samples [mm]. The result values were
rounded to the nearest 0.1 MPa (see Fig. 8).

2.3.2. Compressive Strength Test One of the beam samples broke during the
three-point bending test and was used for the subsequent compression test. The
samples were equally loaded in the compression until their explosive failure. In the
next step, the compression strength was calculated using the formula:

fc ¼ Ft

Ac
¼ Ft

d1 � d2

where fc represents compression strength [MPa], Ft maximum load value during
the compression test and the product of d1, d2 dimensions represents the cross-sec-
tional area of the sample [mm]. The result values were rounded to the nearest
0.5 MPa (see Fig. 9).

Figure 7. Attaching of experimental samples to the front wall of the
concrete brick furnace: (a) beam samples; (b) plate samples.

Figure 8. Tensile bending strength tests (three-point bending): (a)
mechanical test scheme; (b) experimental sample in the mechanical
press.
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2.3.3. Bending Tensile Strength (4-Point Bending) Verification of the plate sam-
ples’ loss of mechanical properties was determined using the four-point bending
test (loading by two loads, see Fig. 10). The samples have been loaded until fail-
ure. We have measured the maximum value of force achieved before the sample
failed. The plate samples were placed in a mechanical tester and loaded at
2 mm min-1. The load transfer from the press to the test samples is ensured by a
spherical component (joint) with three degrees of freedom. This solution elimi-
nates geometrical imperfections occurring during the production of samples.

Figure 9. Compressive strength test: (a) mechanical test scheme; (b)
part of beam sample in mechanical press.

Figure 10. Experimental plate sample in the mechanical four-
bending press.
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2.4. Production of Test Samples for Partial Experiments

Within the experimental part of this work, a series of medium-scale fire experi-
ments and mechanical tests were carried out. This chapter describes the procedure
of preparing the experimental samples.

2.4.1. Experimental Samples for Indicative Fire Experiment For the indicative fire
tests two series of plate samples were produced from TRC with (series D) and
without (series C) added PP fibers according to [16]. Both variants of samples
were reinforced with carbon mesh. The dimensions of the plate samples (after the
concrete had hardened) are described in Table 3. Each sample was measured using
a laser caliper at both ends and in the center. These values were averaged, and the
resulting value served as the representative thickness. These values were further
used in the evaluation of mechanical tests. Dimensions of the samples exposed to
fire were measured after the experiment.

2.4.2. Experimental Samples for Fire Experiment with Determination of Quantity
of PP Fibers in Concrete Mixture The experimental samples were produced from
HPC with a different quantity of PP fibers in the concrete mixture. The original
quantity of PP fibers was chosen from Eurocode 2 [16], where the application is
described for reinforced concrete structures. For HPC and analogically for TRC
structures, similar positive performance can be expected as for the reinforced con-
crete structures. However, due to the thickness of the TRC structures, particularly
their covering layers, these structures are considerably more sensitive to the spal-
ling of concrete layers. The quantity of PP fibers was determined as the minimum
amount described in Eurocode 2 [16], i.e. 2 kg m-3. Subsequently, the quantity of
PP fibers in the concrete mixture was increased in multiples, see Table 4. Overall,
we created 12 experimental samples, as well as 12 reference samples.

The preparation of each experimental sample was carried out according to the
prescribed procedure [21]. The concrete mixture was prepared for each sample ser-

Table 3
Dimension of Plate Samples

Sample Description of sample

Size

Ø thickness

mm

C1 TRC sample exposed to temperature according to ISO 834 19.46

C2 17.67

C3 18.77

D1 TRC sample with PP fibers exposed to temperature according to ISO 834 19.07

D2 20.57

D3 19.91

The length and width of the test sample was constant, i.e. equal to 360/100 mm due to the precise dimensions of

the mold
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ies separately. The samples were labeled and conditioned in a water bath for
28 days before the fire experiment. During the fire experiment, we measured the
temperature inside the furnace, inside of the test specimen (5 mm from the
exposed side) and on the unexposed side of the experimental samples. The dimen-
sions of the samples are described in Table 5.

3. Results and Discussion

In general, the measurements and recorded data contain an error manifested as
the deviation between the actual (real) measurement value and the recorded value.
In order to reliably record the measured data, we have determined the expanded
measurement uncertainty by using the expansion coefficient Ku equal to 2 (to
include approximately 95% of the values [26]).

3.1. Results of Indicative Experiment

The initial ambient temperature during the experiment was 20�C. Due to the mas-
sive spalling of concrete layers of the C series (plate samples without PP fibers),
we had to stop the experiment after 15 min instead of the planned 30 min. The
reason for the end of the experiment before the set time was to keep a sufficient
mass of the experimental sample to be able to test the loss of mechanical proper-
ties. The furnace used during the experiment is shown in Fig. 11. The temperature
inside the furnace was within the limits of the ISO 834 curve (see Fig. 12) during
the whole experiment.

In the plate samples (C-series), massive spalling of concrete layers occurred and
as a result, the textile reinforcement was exposed to flames. We could not deter-
mine the thickness of the spalled layers because a major part of the experimental
samples were destroyed due to the elevated temperatures. As a result of exposing
the textile reinforcement to fire, all experimental samples started burning on their
surface. The burning persisted for about 3.5 min, even after then the experiment
was stopped by switching off the gas supply to the furnace (see Fig. 13). The posi-
tive effect of PP fibers for high-temperature resistance has been extensively dis-
cussed in the literature and experimentally demonstrated, however, due to the

Table 4
Quantity of PP Fibers in Concrete Mixture

Sample

Volume of concrete mixture Quantity of PP fibers in concrete mixture Weight of PP fibers

l kg m-3 g

PP2 3 2 6

PP4 3 4 12

PP6 3 6 18

PP8 3 8 24
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subtle character of TRC structures, it is necessary to minimize the effect of con-
crete layer spalling down to the lowest possible level.

In contrast to the C-samples, the D-sample concrete layers did not detach, and
the samples maintained their integrity. These samples also started burning simi-
larly to the C-samples, but the D-series samples only burned around 2 min after
the experiment was ended. The cause of this behavior was the burn-out of the PP
fibers, thus creating a ‘‘pore bridge’’ and enabling the migration of ER thermal
decomposition products into the furnace where they were ignited. In the follow-up
visual analysis, it was evident that all of the ER matrix burned out and created a
cavity between the concrete and the tensile reinforcement.

One of the causes of the ER burnout was degradation of the textile reinforce-
ment fiber and the resulting loss of bond between the HPC and the tensile rein-
forcement. In this case, only the reinforcement mesh intersections (the overlap of
fiber strings forming the mesh) could transmit the tensile tension. The C-samples

Table 5
Dimension and Weight of Experimental Samples with Different
Quantity of PP Fibers

Sample Description of sample

Size of sample Weight

Ø d1 Ø d2 m

mm mm kg

PP2-1 Reference sample 40.13 40.11 0.566

PP2-2 40.06 40.08 0.571

PP2-3 39.98 40.47 0.57

PP2-4 Sample exposed to temperature according to ISO 834 39.98 39.41 0.576

PP2-5 40 40.33 0.586

PP2-6 39.87 40.44 0.58

PP4-1 Reference sample 39.87 39.98 0.58

PP4-2 40.22 40.89 0.568

PP4-3 40.01 40.58 0.579

PP4-4 Sample exposed to temperature according to ISO 834 39.98 40.87 0.573

PP4-5 40.01 40.96 0.599

PP4-6 39.94 41.01 0.583

PP6-1 Reference sample 40.08 40.9 0.56

PP6-2 39.97 39.96 0.571

PP6-3 40.1 40.92 0.574

PP6-4 Sample exposed to temperature according to ISO 834 40.03 39.92 0.581

PP6-5 39.94 39.97 0.579

PP6-6 40 40.7 0.579

PP8-1 Reference sample 39.92 40.41 0.564

PP8-2 39.99 41.78 0.567

PP8-3 39.85 41.37 0.58

PP8-4 Sample exposed to temperature according to ISO 834 40.04 40.72 0.581

PP8-5 40.31 40.64 0.576

PP8-6 40 40.25 0.57

Study of Behavior of Textile-Reinforced... 65



were not tested in the subsequent mechanical tests (tensile strength at four-point
bending) due to the destruction of experimental samples during the fire experi-
ment. For the results of the reference and D-samples from the four-point bending
mechanical test, see Fig. 14. The tensile strength of D-samples was measured up
to the first crack. The measured value was around 0.28 kN for D-samples and 1.3
kN for reference samples. The mechanical test was terminated for samples
exposed to elevated temperatures after exceeding the maximum specified deforma-
tion—20 mm. Conversely, the mechanical test of the reference samples was per-
formed after exceeding the tensile strength and their sudden failure.

Figure 11. Medium-scale fire furnace (miniFUR) during the
indicative fire experiment.
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3.2. Results of Fire Experiment with PP Fibers in Concrete Mixture

The experimental samples with PP fibers retained their integrity and therefore the
total length of the fire experiment was 30 min.

Visual comparison of the individual samples showed the positive effect of a
higher quantity of PP fibers. In this chapter, only sample series PP2 and PP4 are
compared (see Fig. 15). The other series of samples were not compared, because
there was no spalling of concrete layers. Depth of the spall of concrete layers was
measured with a laser meter.

For the PP2 experimental series, PP fibers were used in a concentration of
2 kg m-3, but spalling occurred on all sample surfaces with an average thickness
of 2.63 mm (Fig. 15). When the quantity of PP fibers was increased to 4 kg m-3,
only limited local spalling of concrete layers occurred. Other series with a quantity
of PP fibers higher than 4 kg m-3, (6 and 8 kg m-3) did not spall, however,

Figure 13. View through the ventilation opening of the
experimental samples’ burning surface in the furnace: ignition of C-
sample, without PP fibers (left) and D-sample with PP fibers (right),
after the end of the indicative experiment.
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applying more PP fibers would be expensive. The parameters of spalled layers and
weight loss of the individual test samples are described in Table 6.

For realization of subtle structures from TRC it is necessary to consider the
risk of the concrete layers spalling. The covering layer in TRC is usually very thin
(about five millimeters) so undesired exposure of the textile reinforcement and

Figure 15. Comparison of concrete layer spall value of experimental
samples after 30 min of exposure: (a) PP2-series samples; (b) PP4-
series samples. Red-bordered parts represent the spalled parts of
experimental samples (Color figure online).

Table 6
Value of Concrete Layers Spall and Weight Loss of Experimental
Samples Exposed to ISO Curve

Sample

Weight of experimental samples

before fire experiment

Loss of weight after fire

experiment

Average value of spall of

concrete layers

g g mm

PP2-1 537.6 28.4 2.64

PP2-2 532.6 38.4 2.51

PP2-3 525.2 44.8 2.73

PP4-1 532.6 47.4 –

PP4-2 553.4 14.6 –

PP4-3 548.8 30.2 –

PP6-1 541.6 18.4 –

PP6-2 529.4 41.6 –

PP6-3 539.6 34.4 –

PP8-1 540 24 –

PP8-2 536.4 30.6 –

PP8-3 530.4 49.6 –
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possible damage of the structure could occur due to spalling in the exposed area.
For this reason, the protection which prevented spalling on the concrete layer sur-
face is considered to be a satisfactory result. In the subsequent phase, a mechani-
cal test of the tensile and compressive strength was performed. According to [27]
we can observe that the variable value of mechanical properties depends on the
temperature reached. Thermal-graphic analysis (Fig. 16) was performed from the
measured temperatures. From these pictures, we can observe the part of beam
samples which showed an increase or decrease in mechanical properties. For
detailed measured values see Figs. 17 and 18

Figure 16 shows that the greater part of the samples achieved less tensile
strength due to the temperature increase. In the case of tensile strength, the tem-
perature range where the samples achieve higher values of tensile strength is nar-
rower than in the case of compressive strength [27]. The temperatures between
measured points were interpolated.

Figure 16. Thermal-graphic analysis of experimental beam samples
PP4: (a) bending tensile strength; (b) compressive strength;
TC—position of thermocouple; blue color—strength value, where 100%
corresponds to strength at 20�C; red color—temperature reached;
(+)—part of sample where the strength is higher than strength at
normal temperature; (2)—part of sample where the strength is lower
than strength at normal temperature (Color figure online).
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Figure 17. Comparison of bending tensile strength of reference
samples and samples exposed to temperature according to ISO 834.
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Figure 18. Comparison of compressive strength of reference samples
and samples exposed to temperature according to ISO 834.
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In Fig. 16 it is possible to see a decreasing trend of tensile strength compared to
the reference samples and samples exposed to elevated temperatures. The same
trend is described in EN 1992-1-2, which also only considers the decrease of ten-
sile strength at elevated temperatures. On the other hand, there are several studies
which describe the behavior of HPC at elevated temperatures concerning the
change of mechanical properties. The increase of tensile strength occurs in the
interval between 100 and 370�C [27]. In this range of temperatures, we can moni-
tor the maximal increase of tensile strength around 15% at 220�C. However, when
the temperature interval is exceeded, there is a rapid decrease of tensile strength.
For the experimental samples, this interval was exceeded, and therefore the tensile
strength decreased compared to the reference samples. Measured temperatures
during fire experiment were around 247�C on the unexposed surface. Due to that,
the tensile strength of the samples was lower than tensile strength at normal tem-
peratures, because most of the samples exceeded 370�C (Fig. 16). Therefore the
result was that tensile strength decreased approx. by 31%. For the PP2-samples,
the setting of the load force was too fast, and the press software could not evalu-
ate the resulting bending tensile strength. Practically immediately, the sample
failed, and therefore these values are considered as zero.

For compressive strength, there is a similar trend in an increase of compressive
strength. In contrast to tensile strength, there is a different temperature interval
where the compressive strength increases. This interval is bordered by an upper
value of 500�C [27]. The fire exposure was not long enough to exceed this temper-
ature in the major part of the sample body. Therefore the result of compressive
strength is higher than the strength at a normal temperature approximately by
22%. This was likely achieved by hydration of the remaining cement particle cores
due to the evaporation of the free and partly also chemically bound water inside
the sample. Similar observations were made in [28–30].

4. Conclusion

The aim of this paper was to investigate the behavior of textile-reinforced concrete
(TRC) at elevated temperatures according to the standard temperature curve (ISO
834). Experiments were performed in a furnace for medium-scale fire experiments.
Experimental samples were made from high-performance concrete (HPC) with
tensile reinforcement by carbon fibers. These tensile reinforcements have a matrix
of an epoxy resin (ER). The samples had the shape of a small beam
(160 9 40 9 40 mm) and plate (100 9 360 9 18 mm), exposed on one side to the
elevated temperatures for 15 and 30 min. The next step was to compare the
change of mechanical properties in reference samples and samples exposed to ele-
vated temperatures. The compressive strength and bending tensile strength of
three- and four-point bending was investigated. In the first experimental part, an
indicative fire experiment was performed describing problematic areas of TRC in
the plate sample form. Spalling of concrete layers and loss of interaction between
materials due to the low temperature resistance of ER are the high-risk problem-
atic areas. In the second experimental part, experiments investigating solutions for
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improvement of elevated-temperature resistance were performed. These solutions
include the addition of polypropylene fibers (PP) to the concrete mixture.

The indicative fire experiment was performed as an informative experiment to
describe the problematic areas of the TRC structure with HPC. The experiment
revealed two basic problems. The first one was the high risk of spalling of con-
crete layers, where the whole covering layer of experimental samples spalled out in
samples without PP fibers. Due to the extent of damage, these samples could not
be further mechanically tested. The second one was the loss of interaction due to
the low temperature resistance of the ER. There was no spalling of concrete layers
in this series because 2 kg m-3 of PP fibers was added according to [16]. There-
fore we were able to carry out the four-point bending test. From the mechanical
tests we consider that the ability of plate samples to transmit tensile tension is
completely lost (Fig. 14). During these tests, there was no progressive rupture as
in the reference samples, because the textile reinforcement was complete without
matrix, and the individual fibers of reinforcement mesh were pulled out. The inter-
action was lost due to the low temperature resistance of the ER. At the same
time, during the fire experiment it was possible to observe the formation of pores,
because the PP fibers burn out. After that, the products of thermal decomposition
of the ER burn on the surface of the sample (Fig. 13).

In the follow-up experiment, the optimal quantity of PP fibers was experimen-
tally verified. The criteria for determining the quantity of fibers were: the value of
spalling of concrete layers, change of the mechanical properties of the experimen-
tal samples and, finally, the economic advantage. The optimum amount of
4 kg m-3 was experimentally established, where the spalling of concrete layers was
only in the local surface part of samples (Fig. 15). The samples were subjected to
mechanical testing according to [21, 22]. Following the performed studies [27, 31]
we saw a similar trend of tensile and compressive strength. In contrast to EN
1991-1-2, where only the decrease of tensile and compressive strength is consid-
ered, we observed an increase of compressive strength by approximately 22%, fol-
lowing the ISO 834 of 30 min. On the contrary, the tensile strength decreased by
approximately 30% more than the strength of the reference sample, because the
temperature interval where the strength increases is narrower than in the case of
compressive strength (Fig. 17, 18). However, in the case of tensile strength, which
is primarily transmitted by tensile reinforcement, an increase in compressive
strength is more important compared to the decrease in tensile strength.

For follow-up work, it would be particularly useful to investigate the behavior
of the ER at elevated temperatures. This may have the negative effect of unwan-
ted spalling of concrete layers due to ER evaporation and contributing to a pore
pressure increase in TRC construction elements. The choice of an ER with ele-
vated temperatures resistance could prevent this negative behavior. Another vari-
ant of TRC structure protection is the design of additional fire protection. For an
efficient design, it is necessary to perform a detailed temperature analysis and
describe the behavior of the individual components at the elevated temperatures
of materials from which is the TRC composed. At the same time we should
research more deeply the fact that the structures made of TRC with epoxy resin
matrix can burn on their surfaces. This fact can affect the application of these
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structures in civil engineering, because there may be requirements so that the
structure does not release heat. Therefore the amount of heat released should be
determined, for example, by calorimeter analysis.
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tal impact of textile reinforced concrete facades compared to conventional solu-
tions—LCA case study. Materials 12:3194. https://doi.org/10.3390/ma12193194

3. Portal NW (2015) Usability of textile reinforced concrete: structural performance.

Durab Sustain 3914:130
4. Portal NW, Lundgren K, Wallbaum H, Malaga K (2015) Sustainable potential of tex-

tile-reinforced concrete. J Mater Civ Eng 27:04014207. https://doi.org/10.1061/

(ASCE)MT.1943-5533.0001160
5. Tysmans T, Adriaenssens S, Wastiels J, Remy O (2011) Textile reinforced cement com-

posites for the design of very thin saddle shells: a case study 6

6. Walraven JStoelhorst D( (2008) Tailor made concrete structures: new solutions for our
society (Abstracts Book 314 pages + CD-ROM full papers 1196 pages). CRC Press,
Boca Raton. 10.1201/9781439828410

7. Kulas C (2015) Actual applications and potential of textile-reinforced concrete
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Abstract: Textile-reinforced concrete (TRC) is a material consisting of high-performance concrete
(HPC) and tensile reinforcement comprised of carbon roving with epoxy resin matrix. However, the
problem of low epoxy resin resistance at higher temperatures persists. In this work, an alternative
to the epoxy resin matrix, a non-combustible cement suspension (cement milk) which has proven
stability at elevated temperatures, was evaluated. In the first part of the work, microscopic research
was carried out to determine the distribution of particle sizes in the cement suspension. Subsequently,
five series of plate samples differing in the type of cement and the method of textile reinforcement
saturation were designed and prepared. Mechanical experiments (four-point bending tests) were
carried out to verify the properties of each sample type. It was found that the highest efficiency of
carbon roving saturation was achieved by using finer ground cement (CEM 52.5) and the pressure
saturation method. Moreover, this solution also exhibited the best results in the four-point bending
test. Finally, the use of CEM 52.5 in the cement matrix appears to be a feasible variant for TRC
constructions that could overcome problems with its low temperature resistance.

Keywords: textile-reinforced concrete; non-combustibility; cohesion; high-performance concrete;
carbon fibers; cement matrix

1. Introduction

Textile-reinforced concrete (TRC) is a construction material currently used for non-load
bearing structures [1–5] and facade panels, but it could potentially be used in load-bearing
construction elements [6,7]. In load-bearing structures, marginal TRC application issues
arise from the ability to withstand high temperatures during fire. In previous work the
main weakness of TRC was identified as the behavior of the homogenized carbon-fiber rein-
forcement with epoxy resin matrix at elevated temperatures [8,9]. Fire experiments showed
that the load-bearing capacity of TRC at elevated temperatures depends on the interaction
between the textile reinforcement and high-performance concrete (HPC). Since epoxy resins
used in this variant of TRC have low resistance to higher temperatures [10–13], this study
focused on the identification of an alternative available material for the homogenization of
textile reinforcement before installation in concrete.
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The traditional variant of carbon TRC is composed of impregnated carbon roving
HPC with a synthetic resin matrix [14]. By replacing the steel reinforcing elements (rebars,
wires etc.) of standard reinforced concrete structures with impregnated carbon roving,
corrosion protection is not required and the covering layer can be significantly reduced.
The combination of HPC with carbon-fiber reinforcement allows for subtler structural
elements. A cross-section indicating general composition of a TRC structure, a hollow
column, is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Composition of a TRC structural column.

Carbon-fiber roving impregnation brings higher load-bearing capacity due to the
increased tensile load distribution across the entire cross-section of the carbon fiber strand.
The epoxy resin which is used as impregnation material, however, increases the brittle-
ness of the composite. Synthetic-based materials are increasingly being used in modern
construction, often in the form of synthetic epoxy resins and adhesives. However, in
load-bearing structures, this material can negatively affect their mechanical properties from
the fire safety perspective. For these structures, it is necessary to determine their behavior
at elevated temperatures, and identify appropriate protective measures based on these
findings. In composite structures, their load-bearing capacity depends on the interaction
between the synthetic materials and textile reinforcement.

In general, the synthetic resins consist of a two-component resin and a hardener.
According to the specified preparation instructions, resins change their structure from a
free molecular arrangement to a stable, crosslinked mesh-state. After crosslinking, the
epoxy resin acquires its final mechanical properties. This process is called curing (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Diagram of a resin hardening process.

The standard hardening process includes elevated pressure and temperature, or a
combination thereof, for a prescribed time. The specific method depends on the selected
product. For some types of resins e.g., [15], better mechanical properties or higher tem-
perature resistance are achieved through a slower and longer hardening process. These
properties also depend on the molecular weight, the distribution of the macromolecules in
the resin, and the phase state, among others [10]. It is necessary to consider the method
of the hardening process. For example, in the production of TRC, it is not possible to use
resins with higher temperature resistance, because the process of hardening would be
overly complicated and financially demanding [16].
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Another example of epoxy resin use is found in carbon lamellas, in the form of the
additional external tensile reinforcement of existing structures. Without additional fire
protection, the lamellas would achieve practically zero fire resistance, and the affected struc-
ture would be significantly weakened. In this case, it is relatively easy to design additional
protection against elevated temperature, e.g., from board materials (Figure 3) [17].

Figure 3. Protection of CFRP (Carbon-fiber-reinforced polymer) lamellas against elevated tempera-
ture in epoxy resin layers by board material.

An additional possible application of epoxy resins in concrete structures could be in
the reparation of damaged concrete structures [18], the modification of concrete surfaces,
and the elimination of cracks on concrete surfaces [19]. The other possibility of using
synthetic resins is in the improvement of mortar-based building materials [20].

A problem occurs when TRC is considered as a material for potential use in load-
bearing constructions. From the perspective of fire protection, textile reinforcement is a
combination of materials in which the loss of interaction between the materials is prob-
able. Synthetic resins play a crucial role in TRC by redistributing tension to the entire
strand of textile reinforcement. When the temperature rises to the synthetic resin glazing
temperature, a massive increase in deformation, decrease in modulus of elasticity, and
loss of interaction occurs. Several studies at elevated temperatures have dealt with the
subject of textile-reinforced concrete [21]. In general, it can be considered that synthetic
resins are advantageous for the tensile reinforcement matrix because their homogeneous
structure allows for the full saturation of the textile reinforcement. At the same time, resins
provide additional protection against mechanical damage during production and from
atmospheric corrosion [22]. However, the wider use of these structures can be affected by
their instability at elevated temperatures. The use of synthetic resins in the production of
TRC is currently satisfactory at room temperatures, where an excellent interaction between
the materials is achieved. The protection of TRC against loss of interaction is possible
either by additional fire protection, as in the case of carbon lamellas, or by the design of a
matrix material with sufficient temperature resistance higher than 700 ◦C. However, the
advantage of not using additional fire protection is maintaining the subtle character of the
TRC structure and its high visual quality.

Considering all these problematic areas of TRC with an epoxy resin matrix at ele-
vated temperatures, an alternative material solution was sought to potentially substitute
flammable epoxy resin, as it has been shown that this component contributes to the devel-
opment of fire [8,23].

In reaction to the temperature instability of an organic matrix, several studies are
examining how to replace the flammable organic matrix of textile reinforcement. One
possible variant is to use textile fibers as a reinforcement layer in the mortar, which improves
the mechanical properties of masonry [24]. Other studies investigated the influence of
the inorganic matrix materials on the mechanical properties if textile reinforcement while
using materials such as SiO2, nano-silica, or micro-silica [25–28]. Simultaneously, cement
suspensions and cement mixtures are also used. In the case of cement mixture for the
impregnation of textile reinforcement, the combination of cement, micro silica, plasticizer,
and water has been discussed [29]. In a study describing mechanical properties with
impregnation of glass textile reinforcement, cement suspension with cement CEM 42,5 was
used [30]. All these studies describe improvements to the mechanical properties of textile



Materials 2021, 14, 2127 4 of 17

reinforcements, and explain the influence of particle size on the depth of impregnation, but
these studies dealt mainly with glass reinforcement. However, it is necessary to consider
which types of textile reinforcement are more beneficial. Therefore, it is advisable to
investigate the matrix alternative with carbon fiber because, in contrast with the individual
glass fiber filaments, the carbons filaments are half the size [31].

Based on the mechanical properties and mechanical parameters (especially the size of
the individual carbon filaments), it is appropriate to determine how these materials could
be used with cement suspension impregnation. For this reason, a series of experiments
have been proposed to verify the behavior of commonly available types of cement, as an
obtainable and common material, in impregnating carbon reinforcement with the most
straightforward possible application.

This solution would eliminate the low resistance of TRC structures to elevated tem-
peratures [29]. On the other hand, a problem in the curing process could emerge. The
size of the cement particles in the cement suspension is larger than the size of filaments in
the carbon roving. The distribution of the cement particle size in cement generally ranges
from 8 to 40 μm [32,33]. These particles might not penetrate the deeper layers of textile
reinforcement, and the required interaction between the textile reinforcement and HPC
may not occur (Figure 4).

Figure 4. Scheme of carbon roving with cement suspension.

The TRC presented in this paper was developed at the Faculty of Civil Engineering,
Czech Technical University (CTU), in Prague, and at the University Centre for Energy
Efficient Buildings (UCEEB), CTU, in Prague. Following the development of this material,
an alternative matrix of textile reinforcement was projected to verify this solution and
evaluate the possibility of future use of cement suspension as an alternative material for
textile reinforcement.

This work focuses on an alternative textile reinforcement matrix material because,
from the viewpoint of fire protection, an epoxy resin matrix could theoretically lead to the
collapse of an entire TRC construction [12,34,35]. Therefore, a cement suspension matrix
was proposed which eliminates all flammable components of this composite material.
Various methods of cement suspension application and depth of textile reinforcement
saturation were investigated, based on the cement type. Mechanical properties were
determined by four-point bending test and compared with traditional TRC samples with
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an epoxy-resin matrix, which served as a positive control of the full-roving saturation.
These tests were conducted at standard temperatures. Different cement types were also
investigated from the viewpoint of cement particle distribution.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. High-Performance Concrete Mixture

The HPC mixture used for the preparation of experimental samples was prepared
according to Table 1. This HPC mixture was developed at the Czech Technical University
in Prague, Czech Republic. By following the prescribed procedure, this material can reach
a compressive strength of about 140.5 MPa according to [36], a tensile strength of 15.4 MPa
according to [37], and a modulus of elasticity value of about 49.5 GPa [4].

Table 1. HPC component mixture of [4].

Mixture Components
Quantity

kg·m−3

CEM I 42.5 R 680
Silica sand 960

Silica flour (ground quartz) 325
Silica fume (microsilica) 175

Superplasticizer 29
Water 171
Total 2420

2.2. Textile Tensile Reinforcement

The carbon roving used for tensile reinforcement was developed by the Tenax company
(Viganò (LC), Italy) as a commercially available product named Tenax STS40 F13 24K
1600tex. The material properties of the carbon roving are described in Table 2. Two types
of cement were used for the subsequent saturation of the textile reinforcement: specifically,
CEM 42.5 R and CEM 52.5 R.

Table 2. Material data of carbon roving [31].

Material Properties Value Units

Sizing properties F13 -
Number of filaments 24 000 -

Nominal linear density 1600 tex
Filament diameter 7.0 μm

Density 1.77 g · cm−3

Tensile properties

Tensile strength 4000.0 MPa
Modulus of elasticity 240.0 GPa

2.3. Geometry of Experimental Samples

For the mechanical experiment, the experimental sample parameters were chosen
according to [37,38], with modified specimen height. The distance between the centers
of support was standard for a four-point bending test: 300 mm and 100 mm between
loading support centers. The experimental plate samples were designed with dimensions
of 100 mm × 360 mm × 18 mm and provided with two layers of textile reinforcement.
The upper layer of reinforcement mesh was used only for construction reasons. Thus,
only the reinforcement on the bottom bend side was considered as the primary tensile
reinforcement. In a real construction, specimens are logically able to transmit a bend
loading in both directions. The dimensions of the experimental sample and positions of its
reinforcement mesh are depicted in Figure 5. These experimental sample shapes and sizes
was also chosen based on their suitability for the subsequent verification of mechanical
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properties in four-point bending tests. The thickness of the sample was adjusted to the
approximate thickness of the TRC in real applications, and was also based on previous
experiments [39,40]. Then, it was possible to compare the results. The bending moment
in between the loading supports was constant. This was the monitored area where the
cracks development and the collapse of the sample occurred. The mechanical-resistance
experiments were conducted at standard (room) temperature.

Figure 5. Description of the experimental sample and position of reinforcement mesh (unit: mm):
(a) Plan view of the experimental sample; (b) Cross-section of the experimental sample.

In the first part of sample manufacturing, the rovings were saturated using the meth-
ods described in Table 3. After curing, they were fixed in silicon form and placed into
a concrete beam with a length of 100 mm and cross-section area of 8 mm × 8 mm. This
process minimalized the risk of damaging the saturated fibers during cutting. These
beam samples could be then cut without fiber breakage or defibration, and subjected to
microscopy analysis. The geometry of experimental sample is displayed in Figure 6.

Table 3. Variants of experimental samples.

Description of Samples Type of Saturation

A Experimental samples saturated with CEM
42.5 R–pressure saturation.

B Experimental samples saturated with CEM
52.5 R–pressure saturation.

C Experimental samples saturated with CEM
42.5 R–surface saturation by a roller.

D Experimental samples saturated with CEM
52.5 R–surface saturation by a roller.

E Experimental samples without any saturation.

- Reference samples with epoxy resin
matrix–surface saturation by a roller.
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Figure 6. Description of the beam sample with the position of the saturated roving (unit: mm).

2.4. Microscopy

CEM 42.5 R and CEM 52.5 R samples were weighed on analytical scales and supple-
mented with water so that both suspensions contained the same quantity of particles in the
specified volume. From both samples, 50 μL of suspension were taken and analyzed on a
Zeiss LSM 780 (Carl Zeiss AG, Oberkochen, Germany) confocal microscope using the basic
optical microscope settings and 100× magnification. The microscope photographs were
analyzed using Cell Profiler 4.0.4. All analyzed samples were taken from three independent
replicates for each type of cement suspension.

Images of beam samples were taken with a Canon EOS 5D Mark II camera (Canon
Inc, Óta, Japan) and the saturation depth was further analyzed using ImageJ, version 1.8.0.

2.5. Preparations of Experimental Samples

The development of the experimental samples comprised of textile reinforcement
saturation in tension frames, preparation of production forms with the required size, and
conditioning. Altogether, six experimental sample variants were developed in triplicate.
Each sample was labelled with a serial letter (A-E) and a sample number (1-3) (Table 3).

The experimental samples of series A and B were saturated under pressure to achieve
a deeper saturation of the carbon filaments. The process of saturation under increased
pressure was further enhanced by the application of a significantly excessive amount of
cement suspension, which was mechanically pressed into the roving. During this process,
the impregnated fibers were at the same time tensioned on a tension frame and left to
harden to form a solid reinforcing mesh.

In the samples of series C and D, the carbon fibers were tensioned on a tension frame.
The layer of cement suspension was subsequently applied by using a roller. The fibers were
tensioned on a tension frame in two layers. In the first layer, all the rovings were positioned
in a longitudinal direction; and in a transverse direction in the second layer. In this case,
the joints of the fibers occurred only at the fiber overlaps. However, according to [41], these
joints do not affect the resulting tensile strength. The final form of the reinforcement mesh
was completed with a 25 mm distance between the fibers. The final reinforcement mesh
with hardened cement layers and the method of forming are described in Figure 7.

Figure 7. Cont.
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Figure 7. Preparation of reinforcement mesh: (a) Method of carbon mesh preparation (unit: mm);
(b) Mesh from carbon roving saturated with cement suspension–surface application by roller (from
left): CEM 42.5 R, CEM 52.5 R.

Each experimental sample was conditioned for 28 days in a lime–water bath [37].
The beam samples were cut at one third of length and visually analyzed as described in
Section 2.4, for the evaluation of the overall depth and percentage of saturation (Figure 8).

Figure 8. Experimental beam samples: (a) Scheme of experimental samples with cross-section
position; (b) Method of the saturation depth evaluation.

2.6. Statistical Data Analysis

For the statistical evaluation of the saturation depth data (Figure 12), the so-called
expanded uncertainty coefficient ku = 2.0 (interval 95% of the contained values) was used.
In other statistical assessments, outliers were not considered. Values outside the 90%
quantile range (10% of outlying values from top and bottom) were considered as outliers.
For the statistical evaluation of cement particles distribution, a Student’s t-test was used.
All statistical analyses were performed in GraphPad Prism, version 8.0, and MS Excel, 2019.
The four-point bending tests were performed in a Galbadini Quasar at 10 kN. According
to device technical sheet, the measurement accuracy was ±1% (accuracy class 1) from the
maximal load-cell value, in accordance with EN ISO 7500/1.

3. Results

3.1. Particle Size Distribution in Cement Suspension

In the first part of the assessment, cement particles were imaged using confocal
microscopy. The distribution and size of the CEM 42.5 R and CEM 52.5 R particles were
compared. Overall, 30 microscope photographs from three independent samples for each
cement type were analyzed and mutually adjusted based on the numbers of analyzed
particles, so that both examined samples contained the same number of particles (in total
more than 20,000). From the microscope photographs (Figure 9), it is clear that CEM
52.5 R had overall better distribution in cement suspension, while CEM 42.5 R contained
more particles bound together in the so-called floccules, which may cause a problem of
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insufficient carbon filament saturation (3.2). Moreover, the size distribution of cement
particles differed for the two types of cement. CEM 52.5 R had a median of a particle size
301.5 μm2 (corresponding to the mean value of one-side length of 9.8 μm), while the median
of the particle size in CEM 42.5 R was 397.8 μm2 (which was 11.3 μm in length). These
measurements also correspond to the findings mentioned in [42]. When also considering
the formation of floccules in CEM 42.5 R, the results indicate an overall poorer probability
of deep carbon fibers saturation. From the frequency distribution chart in Figure 10, it
follows that not only the median size of particles, but also the number of larger particles
overall was less in CEM 52.5 R than in CEM 42.5 R (p < 0.0001).

Figure 9. Microscope pictures of cement suspension: (a) CEM 42.5 R; (b) CEM 52.5 R.

Figure 10. Comparison of size and distribution of cement particles in cement suspensions. A Stu-
dent’s t test was used for statistical testing; *** p < 0.001.
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3.2. Saturation Depth of Beam Samples

Next, the hypothesis that the penetration of carbon roving strongly depends on cement
type and saturation method was tested. An identical series of samples (A–E) was produced
as described in Table 3, but in the shape of beam samples (Figure 6). The beams were cut in
three parts. On each cross-section cut, the depth of saturation was measured (Figure 8).

The reason for using two different types of cement was to determine the effect of
particle size on roving saturation depth. In the case of the epoxy resin matrix, the fibers
were fully saturated by penetration from the surface (application by a roller). This was
caused by the homogeneous structure of the resin. Two cement types with an overall higher
quantity of small particles were chosen: CEM 52.5 R and CEM 42.5 R. As anticipated, the
smaller cement particles could penetrate deeper and achieve a better interaction between
the HPC and the tensile reinforcement. The white variant of CEM 52.5 R was chosen
because of the easier subsequent identification of the saturation depth.

It is apparent from the photographs, when comparing the different methods of satura-
tion and different types of cement, that the best results were obtained in the series A and
B samples (pressure saturation method). Greater saturation depth was reached in series
B samples, supporting the hypothesis that smaller particles penetrate the roving better.
Detailed images of all beam samples are provided in Figure 11.

Unfortunately, after the hardening of the concrete mixture in sample E (natural pene-
tration of cement suspension from the wet concrete mixture), it turned out that the number
of cement particles penetrating the beam core was not sufficient (Figure 11). Most of the
concrete mixture particles were only on the surface of the carbon roving, and the saturation
was inadequate. The reason for the poor saturation of the carbon fibers with concrete
mixture was the size of the particles in the mixture. Generally, the particle size median was
approximately 9 μm (CEM 52.5 R) and 12 μm (CEM 42.5 R) (Figure 10). Due to the size of
each carbon roving filament (7–10 μm), the cement mixture particles could not reach the
core of the carbon roving. Therefore, there was not enough of the cement material in the
core of the carbon roving, and the filaments were not fully activated.

A detailed chart of the average percent and saturation depth values is provided in
Figure 12. It is obvious that the most effective method of saturation of textile reinforce-
ment was pressure impregnation with cement suspension in CEM 52.5 R. A microscopy
investigation determined that both the size of cement particles and the method of pressure
saturation increased the saturation by 22% over that of cement CEM 42.5 R. In contrast, the
increase in saturation between experimental samples C and D was only 9%. The type of
cement used has an influence on the saturation depth (μm) in both methods of saturation.
CEM 52.5 R was about 2.3 times better than CEM 42.5 R regarding saturation depth.

Figure 11. Cont.
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Figure 11. Cross-sections of beam samples. Left panels: whole cross-section area of beam sample.
Right panels: detailed view of the cross-section area with the saturated part of the carbon roving in
red and the non-saturated carbon roving in yellow: (a) Experimental series A—pressure saturation
CEM 42.5 R; (b) Experimental series B—pressure saturation CEM 52.5 R; (c) Experimental series
C—surface saturation by a roller CEM 42.5 R; (d) Experimental series D—surface saturation by a
roller CEM 52.5 R; (e) Experimental series E—without saturation.
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Figure 12. Evaluation of microscopic research of textile reinforcement saturation: (a) Fiber saturation expressed as a
percentage; (b) Average depth of textile reinforcement saturation. Legend: Samples A—Experimental samples saturated
with CEM 42.5 R using pressure saturation; Samples B—Experimental samples saturated with CEM 52.5 R using pressure
saturation; Samples C—Experimental samples saturated with CEM 42.5 R using surface saturation by a roller; Samples
D—Experimental samples saturated with CEM 52.5 R using surface saturation by a roller; Samples E—Experimental
samples without saturation.

3.3. Four-Point Bending Tests

The mechanical test evaluation focused on verifying the influence of the cement sus-
pension on performance by means of bending tests under four-point bending at normal
temperature, according to [37]. As a reference, plate samples with an epoxy resin textile
reinforcement matrix were used. The mechanical tests were terminated when the experi-
mental sample was broken or when the trend of increasing values measured was stabilized.
The four-point bending test was performed with a controlled constant load speed of 2.0 mm
per minute.

From the following charts (Figure 13) it is evident that the first crack occurred in the
interval from 1.1 to 1.6 kN. This value represents the tensile strength of the concrete part of
the experimental sample. The course of behavior after the development of the first crack
is essential, because it was found that the experimental sample (Figure 13b) is capable of
further transmitting the tensile force. In the reference samples, there was evidence that
after the first crack arose the force was still being transmitted to the tensile reinforcement
before its tensile strength was exceeded. Subsequent progressive breakage of the sample
was observed after exceeding approximately 4.7 kN.

In contrast, the other tested samples did not exceed the tensile strength and did not
break. Samples of the A and B series showed a demonstrable reinforcement–concrete
interaction, and the specimen retained the ability to at least partially transmit the bending
force. The maximum achieved force of the A and B samples was only 28% of the capacity
of the reference samples. The decreasing course of the force measured in samples of the A
and B series began in the interval between 4–5 mm displacement, with the average force
reaching 1.62 kN for series A and 1.63 kN for series B. However, only sample A3 from
series A reached considerably higher values than the other samples from this series. After
excluding sample A3, an average value of 1.35 kN was obtained. Nevertheless, series B
was considered to be significant, as there was no considerable variance of the measured
values, as was the case in series A.
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Figure 13. Measured data from four-point bending test: (a) Reference samples; (b) Comparison of
sample series A and B.

During the mechanical tests, only one crack developed under the load support (sam-
ples C–E). In the reference samples, it was possible to observe a break of the sample, but in
the rest of experimental samples (A–E series) the break did not occur because the tensile
strength of the textile reinforcement was not exceeded. The formation of further cracks in
the experimental samples was not observed, presumably because of the size and speed of
crack development. Due to the increased deformation, the fibers of the textile reinforcement
began to be pulled out from the sample (Figure 14).

Figure 14. Course of values measured on samples from the C, D (surface saturation by a roller), and
E (without any saturation) series.

4. Discussion

In a previous study, the main problematic properties of textile-reinforced concrete
were described [8]. Although epoxy resin is an excellent material in the function of textile
reinforcement matrix, its low resistance to elevated temperatures is problematic from the
perspective of fire safety. Therefore, an alternative non-combustible matrix material that
would naturally overcome the problem of low resistance at elevated temperatures was
examined. A cement suspension matrix was used to verify its effect on the mechanical
properties of the experimental samples at normal room temperature (20 ◦C). The mechanical
properties measured in these samples were compared to values obtained from previous
experiments and reference samples (Figure 13). Experimental samples in this work were
made from high-performance concrete (HPC) with tensile reinforcement from carbon fibers.

In this study, the influence of the type of cement in the cement suspension as well
as the type of textile reinforcement saturation procedure on the mechanical properties
was examined. The saturation was performed in two different ways. The first method
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was mechanical pressure saturation (series A and B). The second was surface saturation
using a roller (series C and D). The same procedure was performed with the epoxy resin
matrix (reference series Epoxy 1, 2 and 3). Series E was developed as the negative control
without any matrix, where additional saturation of the concrete mixture was not applied.
Some minor penetration of the cement suspension from the wet concrete mixture was,
however, present. Based on the literature and material review, it was suggested that
the problem of insufficient saturation could have occurred because of the size of cement
particles [43]. The standard type of cement consists mainly of particles whose size is
generally larger than each carbon filament of the textile roving (>7 μm). Therefore, a
microscopy examination describing the distribution of the size of the cement particles in
the suspension was carried out. This showed that the CEM 52.5 R had the dominant share
of cement particles smaller than those of CEM 42.5 R (Figure 10). Also, the number of
larger particles (whose area was larger than 1000 μm2) was greater in CEM 42.5 R. All
these findings led to the conclusion that CEM 52.5 R should have had better performance
in the subsequent mechanical experiments, because of the higher probability of achieving
a deeper saturation of the textile reinforcement. However, it is necessary to consider
the real quantity of saturated filaments in the carbon roving. There is a possibility that,
although the depth of saturation may be sufficient, the risk (mainly in CEM 52.5 R) of
carbon filament swelling endures. The increase of filament diameter can be interpreted
wrongly as deep saturation when only a small quantity of filaments have actually been
activated for interaction. The dependence of the mechanical performance on the extent of
saturation was confirmed in the mechanical tests, where the B samples demonstrated the
best load capacity.

Four types of reinforcement mesh were prepared by using a different cement type in
the cement suspension and a different method of saturation. Two types of experimental
samples were developed, plate (100 mm × 360 mm × 18 mm) and beam (8 mm × 8 mm
× 100 mm). The plate samples were used for the four-point bending tests while the beam
samples were used for the evaluation of the saturation depth. As expected, a deeper
saturation of the textile reinforcement was achieved using CEM 52.5 R. For experimental
samples of the B series, the average saturation reached 67%. In contrast, series A reached
an average saturation of only 45%. The other experimental samples exhibited significantly
lower depth of saturation, e.g., in series C it was 36%, series D 46%, and in series E (lowest
percent saturation caused by migration from the concrete mixture), only 17%. It should be
pointed out that the method of application of the cement suspension was found to have a
significant impact on saturation. The difference in saturation between series A and B was
21%; between C and D, it was 9%. This means that the influence of cement particle size is
important in a case when the small particles are mechanically pressurized into the textile
reinforcement. Using this method, the best overall results were achieved. With surface
application using a roller, there was no significant difference in the depth of saturation
between CEM 42.5 R and CEM 52.5 R.

After this evaluation, experimental samples were prepared for the comparison of the
influence of saturation on bending capacity. The assessment of each experimental sample
was divided into two parts. The first part of the assessment was before the first crack
formation (where the tensile strength of the concrete was exceeded) and the second one
was after the crack had occurred. However, the second part was essential for the evaluation,
because it was possible to observe whether there was an interaction between the materials.
In the E series samples (without additional cement impregnation) there was the lowest
saturation of textile reinforcement (due to the larger particle size in the concrete mixture)
and after the development of the first crack, there was no interaction between the materials.
Insufficient interaction led to the lack of tensile load transmission to the carbon-fiber
reinforcement. By contrast, for the C and D series, the cement suspension formed a layer on
the surface of the textile fibers after penetration. After that, this hardened layer prevented
the penetration of the concrete mixture into the textile reinforcement. Therefore, in series
C and D, it was not possible to achieve good adhesion between the textile reinforcement
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and concrete, as only the surface application method was used. During the mechanical test,
the thickness of the hardened suspension layer could not transfer the tensile stress to the
tensile reinforcement.

Therefore, even in samples C and D, the interaction between the materials was not
sufficient. Only in the series A and B samples was there sufficient saturation of the textile
reinforcement. It was found that in a pressure saturation, the concrete mixture did not
penetrate all the layers of textile reinforcement to a full extent. Nevertheless, the depth
of impregnation was enough to cause sufficient interaction (load transfer) between the
materials. As shown in Figure 11, it was possible to observe an increasing trend of the load
curve in the A and B series after the formation of the first crack. This confirmed the similar
trend of the particle size in the impregnation mixture, which was described on glass fibers
in [24–29].

For the reasons described above, textile reinforcement saturation with CEM 52.5 R
proves to be a possible variant usable for replacing the combustible synthetic matrix of
textile concrete. When the reference samples and series B samples were compared, it was
clear that the series B samples achieved approximately 30% efficiency of loading capacity
(Figure 15). However, there could be a theoretical possibility to reach a loading capacity
near to 100% by using more tensile reinforcement. It is evident from the mechanical test
results (Figure 14) that the B series samples showed a similar trend of bending capacity
increase, mainly in the initial phases of crack development, as has been shown in reference
samples Epoxy 1. However, due to an alternative material used in this study, the results
of this solution deviate from that of conventional TRC with an epoxy resin matrix [44–46]
and a comparison of results is therefore problematic. The best-aperforming combinations
(sample series A and B) will be further investigated by mechanical tests focusing on a
detailed description of cement matrix behavior, for example the so-called pullout test based
on simple co-interaction of one cement-saturated carbon roving with concrete. Furthermore,
once sufficient performance has been determined at normal temperature, tests at elevated
temperatures will be carried out.

Figure 15. Evaluation of four-point bending tests of experimental samples from series A, B and C.

The next steps in future work are to try using different methods of saturation to achieve
full saturation of textile reinforcement. This includes a verification of the data measured
from the mechanical tests on experimental samples exposed to elevated temperature
according to ISO 834.
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Abstract: Textile-reinforced concrete (TRC) is a new composite material comprising high-performance
concrete and textile reinforcement from textile yarns with a matrix, usually consisting of epoxy resins
(ER). The most significant advantage of ER is the homogenization of all filaments in the yarn and full
utilization of its tensile potential. Nevertheless, ER matrix is a critical part of TRC design from the
perspective of the fire resistance due to its relatively low resistance at temperatures of approximately
120 ◦C. This work expands the previously performed mechanical tests at normal temperatures with
cement suspension (CS) as a non-combustible material for the yarn matrix. Here, the mechanical
properties of CS matrix at elevated temperatures were verified. It was found that the addition of
polypropylene fibers into HPC negatively affected the mechanical results of CS matrix specimens.
Simultaneously, thermal insulation effect of the covering layers with different thicknesses did not
significantly influence the residual bending strength of specimens with CS matrix and achieved
similar results as reference specimens. Furthermore, all specimens with ER matrix progressively
collapsed. Finally, CS as a textile reinforcement of yarn matrix appears to be a suitable solution for
increasing the temperature resistance of TRC structures and for substituting synthetic resins.

Keywords: cement matrix; cement suspension; carbon fibers; textile reinforced concrete;
high-performance concrete; elevated temperature; fire safety; fire resistance

1. Introduction

Textile-reinforced concrete (TRC) is currently used mainly for non-load bearing struc-
tures, design elements, and for repairing or improving existing constructions [1–5]. How-
ever, the requirements for sustainability and resilience of structures are significantly higher
than in previous years, especially regarding structure design efficiency, better material
properties or usage of materials with lower carbon footprint [6,7]. The combination of
high-performance concrete (HPC), textile reinforcement, and its synthetic matrix allows to
implement subtler structures with mechanical properties comparable to traditional rein-
forced concrete structures. Moreover, when higher quality materials with better mechanical
properties are used, it is possible to reduce the total quantity of used materials and de-
crease the final construction’s carbon footprint [8–10]. In addition, TRC achieves excellent
mechanical properties at ambient temperature (20 ◦C) and has a favorable impact on the
environment [8–10].

Commonly used textile-reinforced concrete consists of HPC, tensile reinforcement
consisting of carbon-fiber-reinforced polymer (CFRP) bars, and textile reinforcement as
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shear reinforcement. Based on the combination of these materials with better mechanical
properties than materials used for traditional reinforced structures, it is possible to reduce
significant quantity of used materials and thus create structures with equal load-bearing
capacities. TRC has not commonly been used for load-bearing structures so far, however,
due to its excellent mechanical properties, the use of this composite material is expected
also for load-bearing structures in the future. For this reason, a detailed assessment
of TRC from a fire-resistance point of view is required. Several studies have already
investigated the behavior of TRC at elevated temperatures. However, the exposure method
was primarily based on isothermal temperature exposure [11–13]. Therefore, for the
subsequent investigation, it is necessary to focus on temperature exposure conditions
representing real fire situations. The exposure method fulfilling this condition reflects the
standard temperature curve, according to EN 1363-1.

The main component of TRC is HPC exhibiting excellent mechanical properties like
compressive strength at ambient and elevated temperatures. Nevertheless, using HPC is
often associated with a lower water content due to the use of plasticizers. Moreover, it
implies low porosity of the hardened concrete, contributing to the higher probability of
spalling from a fire-resistance point of view.

Textile reinforcement constitutes the second part of TRC and the most commonly
used materials are carbon, glass or aramid [14,15]. Due to the excellent resistance to at-
mospheric corrosion of textile reinforcement, it is possible to design the covering layers
considering only mechanical interaction between materials. Consequently, the final cover-
ing layer thickness is around 5 to 10 mm [16] (Figure 1), making the final size of elements
smaller, thus reducing the consumption of silicate material for matrix (with associated
environmental savings).

 

 
(a) (b) 

Figure 1. Scheme of the TRC beam structure (column) with hollow section
250 mm × 250 mm: (a) theoretical scheme of the column with additional CFRP bars reinforcement;
(b) developed pattern of the TRC column with two layers of textile reinforcement and CFRP tensions
bars covered by fire protection board system.

The usage of thinner covering layers usually attaining approximately 10 mm, makes
the spalling of concrete layers more important. The spalling of the surface covering layers
may fundamentally affect the load-bearing capacity of the affected structural element. To
avoid the spalling risk, surface reinforcing mesh or the addition of appropriate fibers with
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a low melting temperature may be added into the concrete mixture, as per EN 1992-1-2.
However, it is often not possible to use surface reinforcement due to the thinner cover
layer. Therefore, polypropylene (PP) fibers are most commonly used in the HPC mixture
to reduce the risk of concrete layer spalling [17,18]. Additionally, the subtle character of
TRC structures and corresponding thinner cover layers do not provide sufficient thermal
insulation. Therefore, the temperature rises significantly faster in contrast to the traditional
reinforced concrete structures, where the covering layers are designed according to EN
1992-1-2, i.e., from 20 to 50 mm. Consequently, the reinforcing carbon fibers mesh degrades
faster due to the higher temperature gradient and lower thermal mass of the TRC structure.

In general, carbon fibers have the best mechanical properties among other materials
used as textile reinforcement. They also have the highest melting point compared to
other materials, usually exceeding the temperatures attained during a fire (Table 1). The
real fire conditions are simulated based on EN 1363-1 according to the ISO 834 standard
temperature curve. The reached temperatures correspond to the duration of the fire
and typically exceed 1000 ◦C. For this reason, the use of carbon reinforcement seems to
be the most suitable solution at ambient and elevated temperatures because the risk of
reinforcement deterioration is minor. Moreover, carbon-based materials are characterized
as materials with the lowest energy requirements for its production. In contrast to carbon
materials, basalt fibers generally have the lowest carbon footprint while maintaining a
higher melting temperature than glass materials [8], as compared in Table 1. For this reason,
basalt appears to be a possible alternative for substituting carbon fibers.

Table 1. Comparison of mechanical properties and melting points of selected textile reinforcement
materials.

Mechanical Attribute

Type of Textile Reinforcement

UnitsCarbon Fibers
[19]

Glass Fibers
[20]

Basalt Fibers
[21]

Density ~2.0 ~2.5 ~2.75 kg·m−3

Tensile strength (average) 4.3 3.5 ~2.48 GPa
Modulus of elasticity (average) 240 57 76 GPa
Diameter of yarn’s filament 7–10 10–16 ~12.8 μm
Melting temperature 3650 800 1100 ◦C

The mechanical properties of textile reinforcement can be improved by a matrix, most
commonly from synthetic resins. The matrix ensures redistribution of tensile stress into the
whole textile yarn and allows full utilization of the textile reinforcement, resulting in better
mechanical properties. Best results were observed with simple epoxy resin curing process
and homogenous consistency, enabling full penetration of the tensile reinforcement [22,23].
On the other hand, increased brittleness was observed for textile reinforcement penetrated
with epoxy resins. This implies brittle behavior when the tensile strength of reinforcement
is exceeded. Therefore, structures reinforced by textile reinforcement with synthetic matrix
attain lower ductility than traditional construction elements reinforced by steel reinforce-
ment. An organic textile matrix can be substituted by inorganic materials like cement,
cement suspensions, and mortars [24–27]. However, these materials do not achieve as
excellent results as synthetic resins, primarily due to the non-homogeneity of penetration
fluid. The resulting utilization of reinforcement is hence reduced (Figure 2).

The temperature resistance of synthetic resins is represented by a temperature interval
called “glass transition temperature interval”. When this temperature interval is exceeded,
the modulus of elasticity rapidly decreases, and deformations occur [28]. For commonly
used resins, the glass transition temperature equals approximately to 80–120 ◦C. Due to the
low temperature resistance, the synthetic resin matrix proves to be the weakest point of the
TRC design from the perspective of fire resistance. Another possibility is to substitute it by
synthetic resins with significantly higher temperature resistance exceeding, approximately,
240 ◦C [29]. However, the curing process of these resins is often significantly complicated
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and usually requires elevated pressure and temperatures. For this reason, the use of these
products with higher temperature resistance is often inappropriate due to technological
processes in the construction of structures in civil engineering. Furthermore, these organic
synthetic resins can also theoretically contribute to pressure increase within the structure
due to the resin thermal decomposition products and subsequently negatively affect the
spalling risk. Simultaneously, these decomposition products may also contribute to the
development of fire [30,31].

 

Figure 2. Scheme of tensile reinforcement saturation: (a) textile reinforcement penetrated by material
with a homogenous structure such as epoxy resin—full activation of yarns is achieved; (b) textile
reinforcement penetrated by suspension with particles larger than the filaments of the yarn—central
part of yarn is not activated.

In general, the solution for preventing negative impact of synthetic resins during fire is
to apply additional fire protection layers, i.e., boards or plasters. These protection systems
can avoid the undesirable increase of temperature in the construction and thus prevent
a weakening or collapse of the whole structure. The subtle character and environmental
advantage will be infringed when an additional fire protection layer is applied. A suitable
solution can be when materials with better temperature resistance are used instead of
the additional fire protection systems, thus maintaining better carbon footprint, economic
efficiency, and subtle character of the TRC structures.

A suitable solution can also be the use of non-flammable inorganic materials instead
of synthetic resins. Previous research verified that cement suspension with CEM 52.5 R
achieved an approximately 30% improvement in comparison with reference specimens
with epoxy resin [32]. Although cement suspensions do not achieve such results at ambient
temperature as synthetic resins, they significantly exceed their temperature resistance at
elevated temperatures. For this reason, this work aims to demonstrate a comparison of
the behavior of organic (epoxy resin) and inorganic (cement suspension) textile reinforce-
ment matrices at elevated temperatures, according to the ISO temperature curve. The
test specimens in this work were designed with carbon reinforcement, which achieved
satisfactory temperature resistance and allowed to separate the influence of the textile
reinforcement matrix at elevated temperatures for both matrix variants. Test specimens
were also designed with and without PP fibers in the HPC mixture. A four-point bending
test verified the resulting change in mechanical properties, including comparison with
reference specimens that have not been exposed to fire.
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Given the above, the main objective of this work is the determination of the interaction
effect between the textile reinforcement and HPC in comparison to samples achieving high
temperatures during the fire tests. The proposed hypothesis that cement-based suspension
has sufficient performance to be a possible replacement for epoxy resin, will be tested trough
the proposed experimental evaluation and result analysis. This will provide the basis for a
more effective design of load-bearing structures made from TRC without additional fire
protection and describe the behavior of TRC with inorganic textile reinforcement matrix at
elevated temperatures.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Test Specimens

The geometry of test specimens was chosen to reflect the application in subtle-walled
structures, such as load-bearing wall panels, columns with a hollow cross-section or facade
elements. Therefore, the dimension selected are 100 mm × 360 mm with a thickness of
30 mm. The test specimen series were designed with a different covering layer thicknesses,
textile reinforcement matrix material, and the addition of PP fibers in the HPC mixture.
Each series contained five identical samples that were exposed to elevated temperatures.
At the same time, reference specimens were created for each test series. For the description
and labelling of the test series, see Table 2.

Table 2. Description of the test series.

Labeling of
Series 1

Covering
Layer

Tensile Reinforcement Variant

[-] [mm] [-]

C-0/CPP-0
S-0/SPP-0

0
0

Textile reinforcement saturated with CEM 52.5 R suspension
Prefabricated textile reinforcement saturated by epoxy resin

C-5/CPP-5
S-5/CPP-5

5
5

Textile reinforcement saturated with CEM 52.5 R suspension
Prefabricated textile reinforcement saturated by epoxy resin

C-10/CPP-10
S-10/SPP-10

10
10

Textile reinforcement saturated with CEM 52.5 R suspension
Prefabricated textile reinforcement saturated by epoxy resin

Legend: C—cement suspension; S—Solidian prefabricated grid; 1 The test series marked as xPP-y indicate the
addition of the PP fibers to the HPC mixture.

During the development of specimens, the tensile reinforcement layer was placed in
different positions, depending on the specific specimen series (Figure 3). The thickness of
the covering layer varied from 0 mm to 10 mm (Table 2). The corresponding covering layer
position was defined by fixing the saturated reinforcing yarns in the mould walls. At the
same time, accompanying beam and cube specimens for the determination of mechanical
properties of HPC according to EN 12395-3 and EN 12390-5 were created. The dimensions
of specimens were 40 mm × 40 mm ×160 mm and 100 mm × 100 mm × 100 mm.

Two different variants of textile reinforcement were used. The first variant contained a
prefabricated carbon grid saturated by an epoxy resin matrix. This commercial product is
available as Q85/85-CCE-21 from the Solidian company. The second variant of specimens
used carbon rovings Tenax® E HTS 40. The second variant of reinforcement was subse-
quently impregnated with a cement suspension. The suspension was prepared from cement
CEM 52.5 R according to [32] with water with a ratio of 1:2. Several rollers mechanically
pressed and pulped the carbon yarn, which enabled deeper penetration of the cement
suspension. Related mechanical properties of the textile reinforcement were drawn from
the technical sheets of products and described in Table 3.
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Figure 3. Scheme of the test plate specimens and position of the tensile reinforcement Legend: Variant
A—plate specimens with 0 mm covering layer used for direct exposure of textile reinforcement to
fire Variant B—5 mm covering layer as minimum possible covering layer regarding the interaction
between the materials Variant C—standard 10 mm covering layer of TRC structures.

Table 3. Material data of carbon reinforcement.

Tensile Properties Q85/85-CCE-21 E HTS 40 Units

Tensile strength 4000 4300 MPa
Modulus of elasticity 230 240 GPa

The HPC mixture developed at CTU in Prague was chosen for specimens’ develop-
ment. Based on the corresponding type of test specimens described in Table 2, the related
variant of HPC mixtures provided in Table 4 was used. The mechanical properties of
the cured concrete attained approximately the compressive strength of 110 MPa, tensile
strength of 11 MPa with the modulus of elasticity equal to 49.5 GPa.

Table 4. HPC mixtures components.

Labeling of HPC Mixture No. 1 No. 2

Mixture Components
Quantity

kg·m−3

CEM I 42.5 R 650 650
Silica sand 1200 1200

Silica flour (ground quartz) 265 265
Silica fume (microsilica) 75 75

Superplasticizer 16 16
Water 180 180

Polypropylene fibers 4.0 -
Total 2390 2386
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After the tensile reinforcement was placed in the correct height position, wire thermo-
couples were attached to the surface of the reinforcement layer. To prevent the shifting of
the thermocouple’s measuring end, all thermocouples were mounted on a support con-
struction independent of the test specimen’s mould. After 24 h, specimens were removed
from the mould and subsequently conditioned for 28 days according to EN 12390-2 in the
lime-water bath.

2.2. Fire Tests Instrumentation

All fire tests were carried out in a mobile fire furnace called miniFUR developed
at CTU in Prague. The supporting structure of the test furnace is made of steel profiles
covered by cement-fiber panels. The dimensions of the furnace combustion space are
800 mm × 800 mm × 1200 mm. Natural furnace ventilation is ensured through two in-
let openings at the furnace bottom and two exhaust openings. The size of all vents is
100 mm × 300 mm. Temperature distribution within the fire furnace is accomplished by a
sand burner positioned in the center. The fuel used is propane 2.5 and it is possible to apply
temperature curves in the heated space corresponding to ISO 834 according to EN 1363-1.

There were 8 specimens tested at once: In both short ends of the furnace, aerated
concrete block walls were mounted. In the wall, in the height of 530 mm above the furnace
floor, steel frames were placed to accommodate and hold 4 specimens in position. An
expansion space between the test specimen and the holding steel construction was left to
prevent mechanical stress due to the thermal expansion of specimens. The surroundings
around the steel structure with test specimens were protected by thermal insulation from
mineral wool and aerated concrete blocks (Figure 4).

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 4. Scheme of the position of the test specimens: (a) side view on the specimen placements;
(b) view from inside the furnace of the placed test specimens Legend: 1—exposed side of the test
specimen; 2—steel construction holding test specimens; 3—furnace front wall from aerated concrete
blocks thickness 100 mm; 4—ceiling of the furnace.

During the fire tests, the gas temperature was measured using eight sheathed thermo-
couples Ø 3.0 mm, type K. The thermocouples were placed at 300 mm and 600 mm from the
furnace floor. Based on the measured data, the temperature course in the burning space was
compared and controlled according to the temperature curve limits specified in EN 1363-1
for ISO 834. The temperature of the test specimens was monitored by wire thermocouples
in the textile reinforcement layer. Data acquisition for all measured temperatures was
provided through a measuring control panel, module EDAM-5019.
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2.3. Mechanical Testing

The mechanical properties of the hardened concrete HPC mixture were determined
according to EN 12395-3 and EN 12395-5. Tensile strength of the HPC was determined
by the three-point bending test. Resulting tensile strength was calculated according to
Equation (1).

fcf = (3·Ft·l)/(2·d1·d2
2) (1)

where: fcf—bending tensile strength (MPa); Ft—measured force value during the mechani-
cal test; l—distance between supports (100 mm); d1 and d2 width of samples (mm). The
resulting value was rounded to the nearest 0.1 MPa.

The compressive strength was determined as an average of the results from tested HPC
cubes 100 mm × 100 mm × 100 mm and fractions of the beam samples from three-point
bending tests according to equation 2.

fc = Ft/Ac = Ft/(d1·d2) (2)

where: fc—compression strength (MPa), Ft—maximum load value during the compression
test (MPa); d1 and d2—the sample cross-sectional area (mm). The resulted value was
rounded to the nearest 0.5 MPa.

The bending strength of the reference plate specimens and residual bending strength
of specimens exposed to elevated temperature was determined by a four-point bending
test (Figure 5). The maximal applied force was measured during the mechanical test before
the rupture, or when massive deformation of samples has occurred. The force applied
during the mechanical test was transferred through a steel element with three degrees
of freedom to eliminate geometric imperfections in the test body and to ensure uniform
loading. The distance between the steel cylinders of mechanical press was 100 mm. The
velocity of applied force was set at 2 mm·min−1. The entire mechanical test was carried out
according to EN 12390-5.

 
Figure 5. Test specimen place in the mechanical press for four-point bending test.

The four-point bending mechanical tests were performed in the appropriate mechani-
cal press Galbadini Quasar 10 kN. For test specimens with an epoxy resin matrix, Galbadini
Quasar 100 kN was used. Based on the technical data sheets of measurement devices, the
accuracy of measurements for both presses was determined as class 1 accuracy with a
deviation ±1% from the maximal load-cell value (according to EN ISO 7500/1).



Polymers 2022, 14, 2174 9 of 16

2.4. Statistical Evaluation Data Analysis

For measured gas temperature and temperature of the specimens exposed to fire, the
expanded measurement uncertainty was determined with uncertainty coefficient ku = 2.0
for the interval containing 95% of values. All statistical evaluation was performed in MS
Excel 365 and GraphPad Prism 8.0.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Testing at Ambient Temperature

PP fibers have been added to the HPC mixture to reduce the risk of spalling of concrete
layers according to EN 1992-1-2. Due to the PP fibers added in the HPC mixture, the
final compressive strength was reduced by 9% and tensile strength by 2%. The resulting
compressive strength of used HPC with/without PP fibers measured was 109.6/119.4 MPa,
while for tensile strength of HPC with/without PP fibers it was 12.5/13.0 MPa.

The bending strength of all reference specimens was determined in four-point bending
tests. Based on these mechanical tests, the negative influence of PP fibers in the concrete
mixture on specimens, especially with cement suspension matrix (CPP series), was observed
(Figure 6a–c). The maximum measured strength peak of specimens with cement matrix
was shifted approximately 1 mm closer to the initial concrete crack at the tensile surface
of the specimens. Concurrently, the maximum measured value of bending strength was
approximately 24% less than for specimens without PP fibers (C series). In contrast, in
test specimens with an epoxy resin matrix (SPP series), a significant effect of PP on the
attained bending strength was not observed, as was the case for samples with cement
suspension matrix (Figure 6d–f). Simultaneously, a different pattern of specimen failure can
be observed. In specimens with a cement suspension matrix, the reinforcing carbon yarns
were pulled out, and progressive collapse did not occur. On the contrary, the specimens with
epoxy resin matrix were broken after reaching the tensile strength of carbon reinforcement.

3.2. Testing at Elevated Temperatures

In the second phase of experimental work, fire tests were performed. Each series
of test specimens, excluding reference specimens, was exposed to the ISO 834 standard
temperature curve according to EN 1363-1 (Figure 7a). A higher difference between the
actual measured gas temperature and the ISO temperature curve was observed from the 5th
to 8th minute. Nevertheless, the temperatures did not exceed the ISO temperature curve
limits. For this reason, the temperature distribution in the test furnace was satisfactory for
each fire test.

Temperatures measured on the unexposed side of the tensile reinforcement layer
differed according to the thickness of the covering concrete layer (Figure 7b). For specimens
with an epoxy resin matrix (SPP series), higher temperature was measured in the specimens
of variants SPP0 and SPP5. This was caused by the complete or partial burning out of the
epoxy resin material, as determined by visual analysis after the mechanical tests. In both
cases (SPP-0 and SPP-5), the temperatures exceeded approximately 280 ◦C, implying an
advanced epoxy resin decomposition phase. On the contrary, for specimens with a 10 mm
cover layer (SPP-10), the temperature did not exceed 200 ◦C, and the epoxy resin did not
burn out. The temperature difference of both samples’ series with cement and epoxy resin
matrix (with covering layer of 5 and 10 mm) was approximately 20 ◦C.

After fire exposure, the specimens with PP fibers (CPP/SPP series) added into the HPC
mixture retained their integrity. However, for specimens without PP fibers, the destruction
of all specimens occurred due to the increase of inner water vapor pressure and closed pore
structure of HPC. The increased internal pressure, combined with the subtle character of
specimens, has led to the loss of integrity of the entire test specimens without PP fibers
before the end of the fire test. Therefore, it was impossible to determine the residual
bending strength of these specimens.
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(a) (d) 

  
(b) (e) 

  
(c) (f) 

 

Figure 6. Bending strength of reference specimens with cement suspension matrix (a–c) and epoxy
resin matrix (d–f) for different thickness of the covering layer.
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(a) (b) 

Figure 7. Measured temperature from the test furnace and tested specimens: (a) average temperature
curve in the test furnace; (b) measured average temperatures of the specimens on the inner surface of
the textile reinforcement for different covering layers and concrete mixture variants.

Different behavior was observed for test specimens with the addition of PP fibers using
various materials of the textile reinforcement matrix. For cement suspensions specimens,
spalling of concrete layers did not occur in any test. Only transverse cracks were observed
because of the fire exposure, (Figure 8).

 

Figure 8. Test specimen with 10 mm covering layer and an addition of PP fibers in concrete mixture
(HPC mixture No. 1)—the development of a transverse crack during a fire test.

Similar behaviour was observed for specimens with epoxy resin matrix and no cover-
ing layer (SPP-0). The absence of spalling may be due to the reinforcing layer being placed
near the fire exposed surface. This layer allowed additional reinforcement against spalling.
On the other hand, no additional pressure accumulation could occur due to the thermal
degradation of the epoxy resin. In contrast, for the test specimens with a covering layer of
5 and 10 mm (series SPP-5 and SPP-10), a separation of the entire area of the covering layer
at the exposed surface of the textile reinforcement was observed. It occurred probably due
to the influence of the epoxy resin thermal decomposition products in combination with
the epoxy resin’s loss of mechanical strength and due to the phase transition. As a result,
the covering layer was weakened at this point and subsequently, the covering layer spalled
off. Especially specimens with a cover layer of 5 mm showed only local spalling due to the
possibility of water vapor and epoxy resin thermal decomposition products migration to
the outside of the test specimen. On the contrary, for specimens with a covering layer equal
to 10 mm (SPP-10), a cavity was formed between the covering layer and the rest of the
test specimen. In most cases, the covering layers fell off, leaving the textile reinforcement
directly exposed to fire. Therefore, it was not possible to determine residual bending
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strength. The smooth surface character of the textile reinforcement saturated by epoxy resin
is also a significant contribution to the covering layer spalling at the zone of the reinforcing
mesh. Moreover, due to the phase transition of epoxy resin, the epoxy resin is losing its
mechanical properties. Therefore, the adhesion between materials weakened. Only in one
case of the SPP-10 test series the specimen’s integrity was maintained and it was possible
to determine the residual bending strength (Figure 9).

 

Figure 9. Test specimen of SPP10 series after the covering layer spalled off after the fire experiment
(no direct exposure of the reinforcing layer during fire test occurred).

Based on the four-point bending test data, the residual bending strength of specimens
exposed to elevated temperatures was determined. It was observed that the textile rein-
forcement from epoxy resin completely burned out due to the direct fire exposure of textile
reinforcement or due to exceeding the ignition temperature of epoxy resin (Figure 7b) when
the covering layer did not spall. On the contrary, cement matrix was damaged on the
surface only partially and the interaction between materials remain undisturbed to a certain
extent (Figure 10).

Figure 10. Schematic description of the fire exposure influence to a different type of textile
reinforcement matrix.

Tested specimens with cement suspension matrix at elevated temperatures showed
a similar trend of bending strength capacity as the reference specimens (Figure 11a–c).
The results show that these specimens did not incur a significant decrease of mechanical
bending strength as in the case of samples with the epoxy resin matrix. This was caused by
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better temperature resistance of the cement suspension matrix material. Due to temperature
effects, the bending strength decreased by approximately 40%. Simultaneously, the cement
suspension samples showed a significant increase in ductility. Higher ductility was caused
by gradual pull out of individual filaments of the carbon yarn during the whole mechanical
test. In contrast to the specimens with an epoxy resin matrix, textile reinforcement did not
drop out during mechanical tests, and the progressive break did not occur.

  
(a) (d) 

  
(b) (e) 

  
(c) (f) 

Figure 11. Comparison of the resulting residual strength of the test plate specimens after the fire test
with reference specimens: (a–c) test plate specimens with cement suspension matrix; (d–f) test plate
specimens with epoxy resin textile reinforcement matrix Note: All specimens mentioned in Figure 11
were made according to Table 4 from the HPC mixture No. 1.
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In tested specimens with an epoxy resin matrix (SPP series), we observed a signif-
icant degradation of the epoxy resin due to the attained temperatures during the fire
test (Figure 7). Therefore, a significant loss of mechanical properties of these specimens
occurred (Figure 11d–f). During the fire tests, this matrix was partially burned out. Subse-
quently, the ability to homogenize the individual filaments in the textile yarn was infringed.
In contrast to the reference specimens with epoxy resin matrix, a progressive break did
not occur when the tensile strength of textile reinforcement was reached. Specimens with
epoxy resin tensile reinforcement matrix exposed to elevated temperature were broken due
to the pulling of textile reinforcement or breakage due to absent interaction between the
textile reinforcement and HPC—the textile reinforcement disengaged from HPC.

4. Conclusions

Based on previous experimental work [32], where the behavior of the cement suspension
matrix was analyzed at ambient temperature, the experimental investigation described in this
study focused on assessing residual bending strength at elevated temperature. As part of the
experimental work, plate test specimens with dimensions 100 mm × 360 mm × 30 mm with
different textile reinforcement matrix materials were tested. Also, the influence of the presence
of polypropylene (PP) fibers in the high-performance concrete (HPC) mixture was assessed.
Based on tests at ambient and elevated temperatures, the conclusions of the study are
summarized as follows:

• Bending strength of specimens with cement suspension matrix (CPP series) decreased
by approximately 24% due to the addition of the PP fibers into the HPC mixture.
Simultaneously, the measured peak of the bending strength and the corresponding
deformation were reduced by approximately 1 mm. However, based on the fire
tests, the absence of PP fibers in the HPC mixture negatively affected the mechanical
properties of these specimens at elevated temperatures. All test specimens without PP
fibers failed due to the massive spalling of the concrete layers, and it was not possible
to determine their residual bending strength.

• Performed fire tests clearly demonstrated the positive effect of improved temperature
resistance while using a non-combustible matrix of cement-based textile reinforcement.
Although the test specimens did not achieve as high bending strengths as those with
an epoxy resin matrix, no progressive failure occurred due to the loss of engagement
among the materials after exposure to fire. Concurrently, specimens with cement
suspension show significantly better performance than the samples without any matrix
of textile reinforcement as described in [32]. Moreover, a similar trend of attained
bending strength was observed for the reference specimens, although the residual
bending strength decreased by approximately 40%.

• Tested specimens with cement suspension showed different failure modes. There was
no progressive break but a gradual pulling out of the textile reinforcement. That is
why these samples showed significantly higher ductility than samples with epoxy
resin matrix.

• For test specimens with cement suspension matrix, spalling of the concrete layers did
not occur, in contrast to the test specimens with synthetic resin matrix. Generally, epoxy
resins can facilitate the spalling of the concrete layer. This is due to the originating
epoxy resin thermal decomposition products during the fire test. These products can
contribute to the pressure from the evaporated water and accelerate the spalling of the
concrete layers. Simultaneously, upon contact with flames, these products can ignite
and thus directly contribute to the development of a fire.

The study shows that using silica-based materials as a textile reinforcement matrix
positively affects mechanical properties of specimens after exposure to elevated tempera-
ture. However, it is mainly a matter of finding a compromise between maximum bending
potential, ductile behavior, or preservation of mechanical properties after exposure to fire.
Due to the better temperature stability of silicate (non-flammable) suspension, there was
no rapid decrease in residual bending strength.
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A similar trend of decreasing bending strength was described in the study [13], where
the specimens with glass textile reinforcement were tested. However, in other studies
evaluating TRC at elevated temperatures, it was impossible to compare the measured results
effectively due to different testing methodologies [11,12]. Nevertheless, since the measured
strengths were lower than reference samples at ambient temperature, it is necessary to
research this topic further and verify the use of other matrix materials, such as geopolymers,
or search for a different method of impregnating textile fibers. In addition, more fire tests
shall be performed, in order to get results of TRC behavior that correspond to fire exposure
according to realistic fire, which is in agreement with Kapsalis et al. [33].

Given the results of the experimental study presented, it may by stated that the
hypothesis of suitability of cement suspension as a replacement for epoxy resin matrix has
been confirmed at elevated temperatures. Nonetheless, the performance of cement-based
matrix at normal temperatures is not sufficient, hence further research will be focused on
noncombustible matrix materials, geopolymers in particular.
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