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Basalt as storage material

- Naturally intermittent energy supply

- Time of supply ≠ Time of need

- Carnot-Battery storage

▪ Longer storage durations possible

▪ Geographically independent

▪ Principle:

1 Power to heat conversion

2 Storage in hot (and cold) 

reservoirs

3 Heat to power conversion

Natural rock found plenty in nature 

→ Low environmental impact

Rocks’ wide temperature range 

→ Versatile

Basalt

→ suitable properties for thermal energy 

storage

Cast basalt 

→ also possible? 

→ second-life after original intent

→ further lowering its impact + less waste
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Behaviour of basalt Packed bed vs fluidized bed

Conclusion

Mathematical model:

4th grade polynomial,

fitted to the measurement 

data (*) using the method 

of least squares
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A single storage vessel with a packed bed stores 57 % 

more energy within one hour than a single storage 

fluidized bed, because

the heat flux increases

(with the temperature) 

more for the packed

than for the fluidized 

bed.

A multi-layered fluidized 

bed offers great flexibility 

and a better prediction of 

the output temperature, 

while always employing 

the maximal possible 

heat flux in the fluidized 

bed.

- Determination of heat capacity 

between 300 °C and 750 °C, over 

a heating period of 30 minutes.

𝑐𝑝,𝑟,(𝑥°𝐶) =
𝛥𝑄𝑤 + 𝛥𝑄𝑟, 𝑅𝑇

𝑚𝑟 ∙ 𝛥𝑇𝑟, 𝑥°𝐶 𝑡𝑜 𝑅𝑇

- The speed of reaching the full 

potential heat capacity is high and 

increases with higher temperatures

- Cast basalt reaches its potential 

faster than natural basalt 

- Light degradation due to cycling
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→ Basalt and cast basalt are very good thermal energy storage materials. Natural basalt is a material with low 

environmental impact. Waste cast basalt products can be recycled and re-purposed after the original.

→ Small changes of length, density and surface as well as a decrease in heat capacity due to heating and cycling.

→ A single vessel packed bed storage offers better thermal storage properties than a single fluidized storage vessel. 

→ Multi-layered fluidized bed storage theoretically offers the benefits of packed and fluidized bed storage and more 

flexibility compared to packed bed. However, it is a more complicated set-up with probably low overall efficiency.

Experiments made with sand (easy to fluidize). Based 

on tests, basalt seems to be unsuitable for fluidization.
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